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After Zolder, Silverstone? 


Another classic case of Cuba-style brinkmanship appears 
to be brewing on the motor racing scene. A month ago 
the scene was Zolder and the subject was track safety. 
Now the circuit is Silverstone, the location of the John 
Player Grand Prix on July 14, and the disagreement 
is money. When the entries closed last Friday the RAC 
had received 20 cars, nine of which were for Formula 
1s and none of them from the member teams of the 
Fl Association. Although the two factions—the Fl 
Association on the one side representing the hard core 
of the constructors and entrants and the RAC/Grand 
Prix International/Silverstone Circuits as the promoters 
—have failed to agree financial terms, there is great 
hope that the race will take place as scheduled. Each 
side privately admits that an agreement will be reached, 
which is in ltself encouraging. 

Anyone who followed the prelude to all these argu- 
ments last winter will not be surprised by the current 
impasse. After all the utterances of solidarity by the F1 
promoters six months ago, each race so far run is 
a result of a private financial agreement by that promoter 
and the Fl Association, The British race organisers are 
the first to dig their heels in with a race purse of 
£55,000. That, they say, is a 20 per cent increase on the 
previous year, and, besides, represents a much greater 
increase when it is considered that all but one of the 
FI teams is based in England. Further, because Britain 
is “ over-raced,” they cannot expect to attract crowds 
‘of Continental proportions. 

For their part, the F1 Association cannot understand 
why the British promoters can't or won't fall into line 
with other, “poorer,” World Championship race 
organisers. They are prepared to come to agreement with 
race promoters on one of two counts, as a one-year deal 
or a “ cheaper " three-year contract. The F1 Association 
won't declare publicly what financial remuneration they 
require, but do deny the two figures quoted at variance 
by the’ promoters, £60,000 and £65,000. Additionally, 
they say that the increases quoted by the RAC are 
clouded by devaluation, and the fact that last year’s 
prize money was paid in Swiss Francs compared with 
this year’s in sterling. 


The company which is in the most embarrassing posi- 
tion is John Player & Sons. In addition to direct 
sponsorship of one of the major F1 teams they are back- 
ing the meeting. There is undoubtedly a great deal of 
lobbying being carried out by Players and all other spon- 
sors to get the matter decided before it drags on much 
longer. Because most of the Fl teams receive com- 
mercial and trade sponsorship from British-based com- 
panies, the Grand Prix becomes an important social 
occasion for those sponsors. Imagine the disappointraent 
for that sponsor, having spent £X thousand on a team, 
in being deprived of the marketing and entertaining 
opportunities at the one big event of the year. 


‘cover picture a i 

The start of a fabulous Le Mans 24 Hours race with Merzario’s Farrart 
pulling away from Redman, Cevert (10), Pescarolo (11), Jaussaud and 
‘Schenken (17). ‘phote 1 Pener Burm 
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Wheatcroft gets March-BMW and 
negotiates for Williamson in F1 


‘The sensational, although not 
entirely unexpected, news at 
Nivelles last weekend was that 
‘Tom Wheatcroft has arranged a 
March-BMW F2. for Roger 
Williamson to replace his GRD 
and is also looking around for 
an FI car to run for Williamson 
for the remainder of this year, 

Tt Is almost certain that the 
team will be concentrating on 
Formula 1 for the remainder of 
the year, taking In F2 races when 
they can to give Roger plenty 
of driving, Tom Wheatcroft said 
on Sunday, when the final 
decision was taken, that no 
choice of Fl car had been made 
but he hoped to finalise things 
this week. ‘The obvious choice 
would seem to be a rent-a-deal 
March but Wheateroft could not 
be drawn on the subject. What- 
ever the choice of car, it seems 
that it will be run by Whea 
croft Racing, as will the F2 ca 
Roger's GP debut date 
‘obviously dependent ‘on the 
choice of chassis but the RAC 
have received an entry for the 
John Player GP. 

‘The March-BMW F2 car should 
be ready in time for Rouen; the 
team are missing Hockenheim 
this weekend. Although Wheat- 
croft has accepted that William: 
son now has very little chance 
in the European Championship, 
his aim is to see Williamson win 
at least one race in F2 this year 


‘and they felt that with the Ford- 
engined GRD they would not be 
able to. The split with GRD was 
amicable, and Mike Warner sald 
that he felt that it was the only 
course open to Wheatcroft if he 
wanted to win an F2 race. "We 
have got to accept, and so should 
the other Ford-powered users if 
they really look at the situation, 
that with the current engines 
available to us there is no way 
we can match the March-BMW 
combination. 1 can fully under. 
stand Wheatcroft's decision ; it 
was the only course open to him. 
The GRD chassis is as com. 
petitive as any other but we 
Just don’t have the power avail 
able to us to make it a winner.” 

Williamson has had abysmal 
luck with the GRD in F2. this 
year. After two rather uncom- 
petitive showings at Mallory 
and Hockenheim the car was 
much improved for Thruxton 
and after winning his heat he 
suffered a puncture while leading 
the final. In the following three 
meetings at the NOrburgring. Pau 
and Nivelles he lost sixth, third 
and fifth places respectively with 
spark box failures. 

March's success’ in F2 this 
year is currently reaping great 
reward; before the Wheatcroft 
deal Max Mosley also had 
Hesketh Racing return to them 
‘ag customers and with the likes 
of Williamson and Hunt joining 


existing runners like _ Jarier, 
Vandervell, Beltoise, Beutler and 
the Brambilla brothers, it looks 
like becoming an even more 


Bicester-dominated formula, 

Mike Warner, however, is not 
going to let the Wheatcroft trans- 
fer set back the GRD programme. 
Reine Wisell_ and the. Pierre 
Robart team has done a great 
deal of testing with thelr cars 
and are very happy with the 
progress. It Is not beyond the 
bounds of possibility that a works 
car may yet appear for the final 
few races of the season, perhaps 
with something other than a 
Ford engine. 


Tom Wheateroft — wants F2 win. 


Alcoa hack GT 


Alcoa Britain announced this 
week that they will sponsor 
Britain's first ever European G 


Champlonship meeting, at Thrux- 
ton on August 5. The company 
have associations with the BARC 
dating back to 1970 when they 
sponsored the Spring Formula 2 
meeting at Crystal Palace. 

* Since that time Crystal Palace 
ran out of racing, and Alcoa ran 
out of money due to the economic 
climate, Now we're happy to be 


Thruxton 


back,” sald Alcoa's chairman, Dr 
R. L. P. Berry, at the announce- 
ment on Monday. 


The main event, 
laps (04.3 miles), ‘should attract 
the best Porsches, Ferraris, de 
Tomasos, etc, from Europe. Sup- 
porting races are for Formula 3 
(@ round in the Forward Trust 
Championship), JCB Historic cars 
and “a non-championship special 


run over 40 


© When asked about the progress 
of negotiations with Matra for 
@ Vi2-engined March Fi car last 
weekend, Max Mosley said, with 
a telling glint in his eyes, that 
he thought every Fl team was 
in negotiation with Matra, But 
he thought that if the French 
firm took the decision to return 
to Fl, March had a good chance 
of getting the engine. 

With another Le Mans win 
under thelr belts—which was 
obviously Matra’s prime objective 
this year—the time now seems 
ripe for their return to Fl 
Perhaps in time for the French 
GP at Paul Ricard? 


GP: still no 
agreement, 
only nine Fis 


No financial agreement had been 
reached between the Formula 1 
Association and the organisers 
of the John Player Grand Prix 
when entries closed last Friday. 
It is the first occasion this year 
that the showdown which was 
threatened during the winter 
months has come to a head. Of 
the 20 entries received by the 
RAC, only nine are for Fl cars, 
the rest being Formula 5000s, 
‘The two factions are said to be 
£10,000 apart. The F1 Association 
want £69,000, and ‘the RAC/ 
Grand Prix International/Silver- 
stone Circuits are offering 
£55,000. See this _week’s 
Editorial for the latest position. 


Win a holiday 


Look out for an exelting new 
John Player British Grand 
Prix competition In Auto- 
short next week! We're 
Organising It In conjunction 
with Ladbrokes, the famous 
bookmakers (who are of 
course again offering odds on 
this year’s race). The com- 
petition costs nothing to enter 
it could win you 
two-week Mediter- 


Full 
Issue. 


Lloyd hurt 


Richard “Lloyd's racing plans 
suffered a severe blow the week 
before last when the car in which 
he was a passenger en route to 
Monaco was Involved in @ collie 
sion, and Richard is currently 
In the Royal Orthopaedic Hos- 
pital, London, with a crushed 
vertebra. This will prevent 
Richard from racing the A.J. 
Rivers. Chevrolet Camaro for 
some time. 


‘details in next week's 


The Texaco Star F2 cars finally appeared last weekend at Nivelles. 


They had various new car problems but were competitive. Engine unreliability 


was the main problem and both retired in the first heat (left). Another new F2 combination was Manfred Schurti and the Royale RPIS. The 


car is an interim chassis ; 


the new RP20 will be ready in a month's time. The car performed well until the engine broke. 
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Misano F5000 dramas 


Despite the F5000 drivers at 
Santa Monica pronouncing the 
cireuit to be one of the best and 
certainly one of the safest, their 
Rothmans championship _ round, 
due to be held there last Sunday, 
was cancelled when the local 
civil authority refused to grant 
the owners a permit allowing the 

's to race. They said they were 
dangerous for the crowd and the 
eireuit’ was too dangerous for 
the drivers, 

‘All this came about after the 
teams had travelled over 1,000 
miles, practised for one and a 
half hours officially and up to two 
days unofficially. Unofficially 
fastest on Saturday morning 
practice were Teddy  Pillette 
(VDS Chevron), 1 m 14 5; Bob 
Evans (McKechnie Trojan), 1m 
14.5; Keith Holland (lan’ Ward 
Trojan), 1 m 14.9 5; Guy Edwards 
@Barelays/Amoco Lola), 1m 
15.1 s; Tom Belso (ShellSport 
Lola), 1m 15.3 5; Dave Oxton 
(Begg), 1m 16 s. Others to make 
the fruitless trip were Clive 
Santo (ShellSport. Lola), Terry 
Sanger (Research Consultants 
Lola), Graham McRae (McRae), 
John’ Russel (McRae), Tony 
Trimmer (McLaren M18), and 
Steve Thompson (Servis Chevron). 


‘The main problems in practice 
were overheating and the abrasive 
surface of the track. Much hard 
work was put in by mechanics 
to solve these problems, but it 
was all, ultimately, wasted effort. 
This was very sad for the friendly 
circuit management who had gone 
out of their way to be helpful 
and provide F5000 with the 
Status and practice required 
‘After the disappointment of 
the cancellation of the race, the 
local Go-Kart track was taken 
over by many teams. Star of the 
Go-Kart Grand Prix was Teddy 
Pilette for speed and safety, 
though Guy Edwards, Bob Evans 
and David Oxton were hairy and 
hilarious to say the least. Acc 
dents were incredible for thelr 
complexity, frequency and 
humour and all drivers 
that mechanics, 


from racing. This could be be- 


cause they Were — sometimes 
beaten by them and MadDog has 
nothing on mad-Alex (Guy Ed- 
ward's girlfriend) as Frank Cot- 
trell of Amoco will testify. John 
Webb would have been proud of 
the crowd of locals at 11.30 pm 
as news of the unusual goings-on 
spread fast 


Gardner’s G2 victory 


‘Supporting the F2 race at Nivelles 
Jast Sunday was a 15 lap Group 
2 race offering handsome prize 
money which attracted several 
top British G2 contenders. 
However there was no holding 
Frank Gardner in the SCA Freight 
Camaro which romped home to 
leading from flag to 
trouble the Aus- 
tralian collected 100,000 Belgian 
Francs. Second, equally comfort- 
ably, was Brian Muir in Malcolm 
Gartlan's BMW 3000 CSL which 
was 2.4 s behind Gardner, al- 
though it was quite plain ‘that 
the Camaro had more in hand and 
was just playing at racing 


Claude Bourgoignie was third in 
the Belgian BP Capri RS. after 
losing his clutch at the start 


In the early laps he was led by 
Andy Rouse’s 2-litre Escort and 
‘Alain Peltier’s fast BMW 3200 
CSL; on lap three Bourgoignie 


passed Peltier and in five more 
took Rouse although the well 
driven VWM Escort stayed close 
for some time before finishing 
12.6 5 behind. Fifth, a lap behind, 
was the class winning VWM 1300 
Escort of Vince Woodman which 
diced for most of the race with 
Alain Dex (1600 Escort) and 
Peter Hanson's Barbarian 1300 
Escort before the latter retired. 


Jody in CanAm 


Jody 
peting 


Scheckter will be com- 
In the majority of the 
CanAm races this year at the 
wheel of a new turbocharged 
Sclitre Porsche 917/10. 


‘The car is being entered by 
veteran Porsche Audi team 
manager Vasek Polak. They will 
be running two cars for Scheckter 
and second year CanAm man 
Steve Durst. The second car will 
be a S.A-litre 917/10. Last year 
Polak ran a car for Milt Minter 
which finished second in the 
championship having one of the 
‘most reliable cars in the series. 


Scheckter's first ever CanAm 
\ce Was at Mosport last Sunday 
jen he led for the majority of 
the event before a tyre. burst 
and sent him into the Armco. 
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Legal engines 


‘The Swindon Racing Engines- 
prepared Formula Atlantic BDA 
engine which Ray Mallock uses 
in his Chequered Flag March was 
found to be fully legal when 
checked by the RAC following 
a protest from Peter Wardle 
after Mallock’s second place at 
the Interserie Silverstone -meet- 
ing. John Nicholson's engine, 
which was protested at the same 
meeting, was also found to be 


@ Lotus cars have produced a 
special version of the Lotus Elan 
S130—the current prestige 
vehicle in_their range to cele- 
brate the 50 GP wins scored by 
Lotus Racing cars. The cars, of 
which only 50 will be made, will 
have a black body, gold’ roof 
door ‘sills and coachmaker’s 
stripe. 


Tour of Britain 
tyre regulations 


‘The BRSCC announced on Mon- 
day a clarification over tyres for 
the Avon Motor Tour of Britain, 
Ie was expected that the same 
rules concerning tyres in pro- 


duction saloon car racing would 
apply in the Tour of Britain, but 
Avon and. the 


BRSCC were 
concerned about the Kleber and 
Michelin X tyres being permitted 
and have subsequently tightened 


the beginning of 
be permitted and 
none of the additions subsequently 


Damien Magee’s 
F5000 Brabham 


A Formula 5000 Brabham is near- 
ing completion at Motor Racing 
Developments’ Weybridge factory. 
The car, which is the work of 
Geoff Ferris, will be a mixture 
of current Formula 1 and Formula 
2 thinking by MRD. Ebullient 
Ulsterman Damien Magee will 
drive the car when it is ready 
—"some time this year," acord- 
ing to MRD chief Bernie 
Ecclestone. 


BRIEFLY... 


© Bruch Rail 
special day trips to Silverstone 
for the British Grand Prix. The 
train departs from Euston Station 
on June 14 at 08.06 hrs stopping 
‘at Watford Junction Station at 
08.25 ‘hrs and arriving at Nor- 
thampton at 09.25 with a special 
bus to Silverstqne. The return 
journey starts at 19.34 hrs. The 
cost for a second class fare Is £1 
for adults and 70p for children. 

Bookings are available from the 
Station Manager, British Rail, 
Euston Station, London NWI of 
the Area Manager, British Rall, 
Watford Station, Herts. 


©@ The Van Diemen Formula 
Ford built by Ross Ambrose and 
Ralph Firmin up in Norfold 
scored its first. ever win at 
Brands Hatch last Sunday in the 
hands of BOC championship 
leader Donald MacLeod. Having 
been on pole position for his 
heat, winning it and getting pole 
for ‘the final he was handily 
placed in the final but spun out 
due to a dud shock absorber. 

© Sharp Racing would be interes- 
ted in hearing from anyone who 
saw people tampering with their 
two yellow Royale RP16s at Mi 
Jory Park on June 3 or Silverstone 
practice day June 8 as one of 
their engines was found to have 
been destroyed by the intro- 
duction of large amounts of sand 
or rubbing compound to the oil. 
‘Any information would be grat 
fully received at Brighton 25348. 


are organising 


made to that list will be allowed 

for the Tour. This will cut out 

the Kleber, Michelin X and Good- 

year Polyglass tyres. The 

regulations now stipulate, 

“before the start and during the 

event the scrutineers will check 

the tyres fitted to cars are of 

the same profile tread pattern 

and contact area as any random 
imple being the 

pattern —avallabl 

‘normal retail ous 

in the day, o 

some withdrawal 

this ruling. 


‘Damien Magee — F5000 drive. 


converted March. 
equipped with a Martin Murphy: 
modified Chevrolet V8 and driven 
by Ray Allen. The car, which 


Jean-Pierre Jarier at 
‘earlier this year, has been pre- 

ed by Ecurie’ Santos Racing. 
ESR also hope to enter a Marc 
722, converted by them to F5000 
specification, for Barry Hopwood. 


© The Northampton Motor Sport 


Society are holding a drag racing 
evening next Monday, June 18, 
Among the attractions will be 


the showing of two of the latest 
American drag films and a per- 
‘sonal appearance by Clive Skilton 
and other personalities from 
drag racing. The venue will be 
the Carnegie Hall, Central 
Library, Abington’ Street, 
Northampton. Admission is free 
and it all starts at 8 pm, 


© The Index of Performance at 
Le Mans was finally won by the 
Porsche Carrera of Paul Keller/ 
Erwin Kremer/Clemens Schicken- 
tanz after it had been led for 
‘the most of the race by the works 
BMW of Dieter Quester/Toine 
Hezemans. The Ferrari Daytoni 
of Jose Dolhem/Alain Serpaggi 
was second. 


@ Found in the DART GRD F3 
transporter at Monaco was an 
18 carat gold wedding ring. 
Alastair Dimock would be more 

its 
owner; he can be contacted at 
GRD (tel? Watton 881521), 
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The world championship circus 
moves to Anderstorp in Sweden 
for the first ever Swedish Grand 
Prix this Sunday. The battle at 
the top of the championship 
table is more exciting than it has 
been for many years with Jackie 
Stewart now just four points 
behind the reigning champion 
Emerson Fittipaldi. In fact the 
respective Tyrrell and John 
Player Special teams seem 
to be the only teams really in 
contention at the moment. The 
number two drivers to Stewart 
‘and Fittipaldi, Cevert and Peter- 
on, are making their mark more 
often than not by leading the 
races in the early stages and 
being fastest in practice. 

‘The fact that this, the seventh 
round of the championship is in 
‘Sweden, the home country of 
Peterson, an extra special effort 
by the joint number 1 can be 
expected which will undoubtedly 
ee him right up at the front. He 
finished for the first time in « GP 
this year at Monaco and if he can 

this quality then he m 


tight battle for points and 
Stewart looking for that 26th GP 
win’ which will make him the 
world record holder for wins, the 
race has all the makings of being 
Superb. Yardley-MeLaren will be 
there with their usual M238 for 
Denny Hulme and Peter Revson 
while BRM will be three strong 
‘with P160s for the much improved 
Niki Lauda, Clay Regazzoni and 


Ecclestone 
Carlos Reutemann and Wilson 
Fittipaldi have had some 
races with the car recently and 
will have 
for the first time. 
‘Adamich will not be going in 
his Ceramica Pagnossin  BT37. 
Frank Williams will have his 


Sweden’s first GP 


much Improved _Iso-Marlboros 
for Howden Ganley and Nanni 
Galli as usual. Both March and 
Jean-Pierre Jarier are happy with 
the progress they are making 
with the 731 which is rapidly 
becoming very competitive. The 
Bicester concern will have more 
cars than anyone else on the 
grid following their recent rent-a- 
deals. For Sweden however they 
will have Reine Wisell in David 
Purley’s Monaco chassis for the 


ud 
Reine Wisell—F1 March. 


first time so that he can race in 
front of his own crowd. Mike 
Gouttler will be in the stockbroker 
car but James Hunt, who made 
such a promising’ debut at 
Monaco, will not be there In the 
Hesketh car. All the entered cars 
will have the new nose as seen on 
the works car at Monaco. Thi 
usual two Brooke Bond Surtees 
‘TSl4s will be present for Mike 
Hailwood and Carlos Pace while 
‘singleton entries are expected 
from Ferrari and Tecno. The 
entry will be completed by the 
Usual three, Shadows of George 
Follmer, Jackie Oliver 
Graham Hill 


Championship 
positions 


Pra 7 3. Rise a that: 
25, Gaia Moak, 38. 7 
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Jean-Pierre Jarier splashes his victory champagne around at Nivelles 
following his fourth F2 championship win of the season. 


F2s at Hockenheim 


‘The F2 circus moves to Hocken- 
heim this week for a complimen- 
tary round of the championship. 
‘The Swedish GP of course clashes 
and rules out a number of run- 
ners including Jean-Pierre Jarier. 
However the main contestants 
should be championship chal- 
Tengers Patrick Depailler in 
singleton Elf 2 which al 

so well at the German 
Jochen Mass in the Matchbox 
Surtees and Hans Stuck in the 
STP March-BMW. Otherwise the 
entry will be basically the same 
as at’ Nivelles although the 
Rondel team well be back to full 
strength with cars for Tim 
Schenken, Henri Pescarolo, Bob 
Wollek, Jean-Pierre Jassaud and 
Tom Pryce. Andrea de Adamich is 
giving Anderstorp a miss due to 


lack of engines and will have his 
Fina Brabham while John Watson 
may be making his F2 return in 
the works Brabham, Roger Wil 
Hamson will not be present as his 
March will not be ready while the 
Pierre Robert GRDs have no 
engines at the moment and are 
giving it a miss, 


© Following the seventh round of 
the European F2 championship 
at Nivelles last. Sunday Jean- 
Pierre Jarier now has a lead of 
15 points over Patrick Depailler, 
both drivers having used up two 
of their four complimentary 


events, The current positions are 


Clermont Ferrand 


Clermont Ferrand plays host to 
the 2-litre Sports Car Champion: 
ship contenders with a single 
300 kms race. All the usual run- 
ners will be there including Jean- 
Pierre Jabouille in the Alpine, the 
Chevrons of John Burton ‘and 
John Lepp, Gerard Larrousse’s 
Lola-BMW, the Barclay's Lolas 
‘of Guy Edwards and Jim Busby, 
the March-BMWs of Vic Elford, 
Toine Hezemans and Ital 

comer Cosimo Turizio, the 
‘Abarths of Dieter Quester and 
Jean-Claude Andruet, 

There is also a round of the 
French F3 championship with 
the top local runners with Au 
tralian Larry Perkins expected to 
be the main British based inter- 
loper with his GRD. 
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A day of nostalgia for the 
older folk, a day that’s 
different for the young! 
a a, : 
at Oulton Park, 
Saturday, June 16th 


First race 1.15 p.m. 
Practice from 9 a.m. 


CHESHIRE LIFE TROPHY. 
‘There are licensed bars and 
refreshment kiosks round the 
course and full luncheon 
facilities in the paddock. 


‘Young and old alike can have 
a fascinating day out at 
Oulton Park on June 16th. 
Famous racing cars of 
yesteryear, Bugattis, 
ERAs, Mercs and the huge 
Bentleys will battle it out 

just as they did so 
many years ago. 
Races are for the 


ADMISSION IS £1 
(CHILDREN 30p) 

PADDOCK TRANSFER AND 
STAND SEATS £1 EXTRA. 
FREE CAR PARKS. 


The meeting is organised by 
the Vintage Sports Car Clu 
and supported by the 

Dail ress. 

RICHARD SEAMAN figs 

MEMORIAL TROPHIES 

in honour of that great racing 
river. There is also the 
famous 


CONCOURS d'ELEGANCE 
at 12 noon ; 


VINTAGE and HISTORIC 
cars, superbly maintained and 
preserved, contesting for the 


For further details contact 
CHESHIRE CAR CIRCUIT 
LIMITED, OULTON PARK, 
(NEAR TARPORLEY), 
CHESHIRE. 


Tel : Little Budworth 301. 


The Promotors reserve the 
Tuht, without notice, to make 
ny alterations to the race 
programme. 


"AT Ld 

MACHINING SERVICES 

BALANCING (Same day service by appointment). BORING AND HONING 

CRANKSHAFT GRINDING. SURFACE GRINDING. LINE-BORING. TUFTRIDE 

HARDENING. SHOT-PEENING AND BEAD-BLASTING. CYLINDER HEAD 

REWORKING AND RECONDITIONING. TURNING. MILLING. HELICOILING etc. 
12 most modern precision machinery to cater 
‘onditioning and tuning requirements. Good 

‘Bearings are 
Carried for most makes of car. BMC and Ford race and rally units are built to 
‘order and rebuilding undertaken on all makes. 


DEVELOPMENT & SETTING UP 


‘A new Heenan & Froude Dynamometer test cell and rolling road has now been 
installed both with capacity up to 300 bhp. A service will be available for 
Funning in and setting up your engine for tuning your car as from Tst August, 
1973. Development work will also be undertaken 


OSELL] ENGINEERING LTD. 


INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STANTON HARCOURT ROAD, EYNSHAM, 
OXFORD. TEL: EVENLODE 08674 522/545. 


Sampany registred 0 Sealand. Regine sumber e045. fagiseret oMice: 6 Suffem Meee 
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protects 


this 


Why weit until you have collected two endorsements before 
you get some protection from tndden Motorway Radar devices? 
Gur Raderspotter is self-contained, weighs 10} 0z, and clips on 
to passenger sun visor. 

UX price £16.50. Vital if taking your car abroad. 


ACT TODAY—IT'S COSTLY TO DELAY 


To: Betta Radio Factors, Box 17, 45 Green Lane, Purley, Surrey 
For 1-008 288 


‘Spotters at £16.50 each for which | enclose cheque/PO. 
NAME 


ADDRESS 


BMC AND FORD TUNING EQUIPMENT 


STAGE 1, 1A AND 2 CONVERSION KITS, BIG-BORE ENGINE 
UNITS, STRENGTHENED HALF ENGINES, MODIFIED CYLINOER 
HEADS, WEBER, DELLORTO AND SU CARBURETTER KITS 
INLET AND EXHAUST MANIFOLDS, CAMSHAFTS, LIGHTENED 
VALVE GEAR, STRENGTHENED CRANKSHAFTS, etc. 

Well known for our range of BMC engine units and equipment, 
we have now expanded on to developing an excellent range of 
Ford equipment, from Stage | road conversions to the preparation 
Of full race units including Formula Ford and Twin Cam. 

Fill in the coupon below and post off for details. 


Pr am 


& Please send me leaflets and price lists (delete as necessary) 


SMC TUNING EQUIPMENT FORD TUNING EQUIPMENT 
MAGHINING. SERVICES: CREDIT FACILITY DETAILS 


New BMC/Ford Tuning Catalogue available shortly. 
Enclose 3p stamp for leaflets or 30p for catalogue 
(retundable with first order) 


NAME 
‘ApoREss 


Rel. AS. 
Perr 
5 


, How good is : 
fire protective clothing? 
You get one chance 
to find out. 


Obviously, the wrong moment to find out Eight out of ten Formula-1 drivers have been 
about fire protective clothing is when your life depends onit. __ wearing suits of Nomex for years. They know these facts. 
The time to make sure is when you buy it And in recent racing seasons more than thirty 
So you'd better know the facts about Nomex. professional drivers escaped from burning cars without 
Nomex is a synthetic fibre made by serious injuries. They wore Nomex. You can bet they know 
Ou Pont de Nemours. the facts. 
itis completely non-flammable. It does As do firemen, aircrews, oilmen and civil 
not melt. A suit of Nomex insulates you against defence workers all over the world. 
Heat Curing those vital moments you need Nomex is available in just about any form 
‘And, whether woven or knitted, itis as light racing suits, underwear, gloves, balaclavas, socks. 
and comfortable to wear as any normal For complete protection 
faexic Now you know the facts. 
These are not just Why take chances? 


laboratory findings, or a manufac- 
turer's wishful thinking, 


* DuPont's reg’d trademark 
‘Du Pont makes 

the fibres, not the fabrics 
or garments. 
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OULTON PARK 


Annual Richard Seaman 
Memorial Trophies Meeting 
attracts fabulous entry of 
over 180 cars — ERA: 
versus Bentley Napier in 
Historic Seaman — eight 
races and Concours 
d'Elegance. 
This Saturday's VSCC Richard 
Seaman Memorial Trophies meet 
ing at Oulton Park is one of 
the highlights of the vintage ¥ 
and as usual has attracted a 
fabulous entry. Main races are 
the Seaman Trophy races, for 
historic. and for Vintage racing 
cars. The Historic Seaman 
features 11 ERAs Including Neil 
Corner, Martin’ Morris, Hon 
Patrick Lindsay, Peter ‘Wal 
John. ‘Venables-Ltewellyn, Nigel 
‘Arnold-Forster and Patrick Marsh, 
while David Liewellyn’s an: 
Credible 24. litre Napier’ Lion 
areo engined Bentley should be 
@ sight around Oulton 
with “ERAS! Guy 
id 34 litre Alvi 
engined Frazer Nash should be 
a strong contender too, and 
Warrington's Appleton Special 
should cause some interest (it 
has a blown Riley engine in a 


‘attractions, 
winner of this race will be pre- 
sented with a double magnum of 
Cordon ‘Rouge champagne with 
a bottle going to every. finisher. 
‘The association |s that Raymond 
Mays’ Brescia Bugatti used to be 
sponsored by G. H. Mumm—the 
makers of the champagne—so 
perhaps @ Bugatti victory would 
be appropriate! Hamish Moffatt 
has won this race twice pre- 
viously with Frank Wall's mono- 
yosto Bugatti 35B so hopes for 
the hat-trick, but has David 
Llewellyn's Bentley ler to 
contend with. Other notable 
challengers include Ron Footitt’s 
‘AC-engined Cognac. Special, 
Peter” Morley’s Bentley Pacey 
Hassan, Martin Morris in Hamish 
Morten's Bentley 3/4}, Amold 
’s Delage, four other 
five other Bentleys and 

many other contenders. 
Neil Corner's Aston Martin 


DBR4 or Maserati 250F should 
have the all-comers’ scratch race 
to Rself, Neil's main opposition 
coming from John Roberts’ Lotus 
16, three Maseratis, Pilkington's 

igo Talbot, three Cooper- 
Bristols, Lockhart’s Rover and 
eight ERAs. 

In addition to these races, 
there are five 4 lap handicap 
races, one exclusively for chain- 
driven Frazer Nash and GN cars 
‘and. another including Morgan 
three-wheelers. There is also a 
45-car entry in the Concours d° 
Elegance for the Cheshire Life 
Trophy. Let's thope the weather 
fs fine for this superb attraction 
at Oulton Park, Cheshire this 
Saturday. ‘The first race starts at 
1 pm with practice on the morn- 
ing. 


CASTLE COMBE 


FordSport in the West— 
another rally drivers versus 
drivers Consul race. 
Apart from all the usual Ford: 
Sport attractions, this Saturday's 
Castle Combe’ meeting—this 
cireunt’s first FordSport  day— 
features seven races, the most 
notable being a match rally/ 
racing. drivers event in 3-hire 
Consul GTs. ‘Drivers taking 
part are Roger Clark, Tony Fail, 
Mike Hibbert, Tony Fowkes, 
Gerry Marshall, ‘Vince Woodman, 
Andy Rouse, ‘Dave Matthews, 
Brian Cutting, Dave Brodie, 
Gillian Fortescue-Thomas, Richard 
Longman and Jeff Churchill 
The BOC FF round has 
attracted a vast entry for two 
ces including Derek Lawrence, 
Donald Macleod, Peter Harring: 
ton, Sid Fox and John Crowe. 
‘There's also a Motorcraft Mexico 
Challenge race including David 
Barrie Williams, Rod 
Mansfield, Stuart McCrudden and 
Mike Crabtree, while a race for 
full-race saloons sees the Escorts 
of Cutting, Woodman and Rouse 
take on Longman's Mini. Also 
in the programme ig a 7 lap race 
for GT40s and Cobras which sees 
Paul Weldon and Anthony 
Hutton head the GT40 tine-up 
and John Harper, Nick Green and 
Lord Cross head) the Cobra 
chatlenee. 
Midget cars, a flying display and 
other demonstrations are alll part 
of Castle Combe’s biggest attrac- 


at 230 pm. 


THRUXTON 


Jones, 
Leonel Friedrich, Masami Kuwa- 
‘shima, Russell Woods, Mo Harness 


Min BMWs. Spice and 
Brindley in Capris, — Unett’s 
Hunter, Dutton's Escort Sport 
while John ‘Turner appears in 
the Moskvich sine-up. 

‘There are two special saloon 
races, wih leading — entries 
featuring Strawson's Falcon, 
Hazelwood's Daf, Cutfing, Turner 
Woodman and Rouse in Escorts, 
Longman's 1420 ce Mini and 
hordes of other leading names. 


plonship with Lawrence, W. 
Neve, Crowe and Hawkins being 
‘among the top names. The sports 
GT flelds Hutton's Ford GT40, 
Markey’s Lotus 30, Lont’s Lola 
and Aston's Astra, while the club: 
men's sports car race includes 


programme 
races, at Thruxton this Sunday, 
starting at 2.30 pm. 

© Club racing at Brands Hatch, 
Croft and Snetterton. At Brands 
Hatch, the Romford Enthusiasts’ 
CC have championship rounds for 
F4, Mini Miglia, F1200, Mini 7, 
Monoposto, ‘Kent Messenger 1 
Hire saloon, Townsend Thoresen 
FF, with a’ ShellSport Celebrity 
race and a non-championship 
saloon race. First race starts at 
2.30 pm. At Croft, the NSCC 
have ‘a seven race programme 
including a Wendy Wools special 
jaloon race, with other races for 
FF, mod sports, clubmen’s and 
Ubre and ‘the action starts at 
245 pm. Finally, at Snetterton 


the West Essex CC are staging 
a chubmen's meeting, 

© The big saloon feature at 
Mondello “Park this Sunday 
Gune 17) includes quite a line-up, 
Ted by Brian Muir (Gartlan 3. 

BMW CSL), Mick Hill (Ford Capri 
V8), Gerry Marshall (TV 
Firenza), Bill Dryden (irenza), 
John Pope (Viva) and Laurie 
Hickman (Escort). It Is possible 
that the winner of this race last 
year, Frank Gardner, will also be 
there with the. 7-litre. SCA 
Chevvy Camaro, The Irish con- 
tingent includes Des Donnelly 
with his new Vive 


INTERNATIONAL DIARY 


"Waikine Glen, USA (TransAm) 


Germany (G2, 64, 


woeta Emote 
3 ", 


es tanaka ests 
Secor "ane venus 
sn Denna, UA 


‘Ausrla, (ursoea 
resales 


CATCHPOLE 
Q LAP NINE WE TS WHAT THEY CALL 
se AND THIS DRIVER WHO. WAS A SUPERMARKET OWNER LEAD, THEN ON. P 
OVER SO SECS.1 ‘SPUN OF FAND DISAPPEARED “ALOST LEADER" 
= = salar INTO THE LONG GRASS 


© Avtomen 1979 
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‘CanAm winner Charlie Kemp in the RC Cola Porsche 917/10. 


MOSPORT PARK 


Kemp lasts out 


By GORDON KIRBY 


the CanAm season. The only prospects of a motor race 


‘troubles In the very early going 


hey 
it was the second RC Cola Porsche 917/10 of Charlle Kemp that took a well-paced win 


‘over a decimated field. Donoby 
Jody getting by during the first | 


‘and Scheckter actually raced over the first few laps, with 
ind Donohue retaking the lead a couple of laps later only 


to run Into the first of the backmarkers and lose much of the blue Porsche's bulbous bodywork. 


So, by 


sixth lap Scheckter found himself with a huge lead from Kemp, for Follmer had 


stopped with » flat tyre. It looked as if Jody was going to win his first CanAm by over a 


Jap, but 
easy winner. 
Over the years we have been taught to 
accept CanAm as more of a show than a 
Face, as a technical showplace, as a free 
forum ‘where unfettered minds and monies 
can create the ultimate in racing machinery. 
That has been a barely acceptable principle, 
but the new Mosport garage complex housed 
only two new cars and at least a dozen age- 
very conventional, Group 7 club racers. 
‘Sunoco Porsche '917/30 and the UOP 
Shadow DN2 are both well-concelved and 
structed and, in the case of the Porsche, a 
developed’ racing car, but neither had 
‘any great technical innovations. Without this 
improvement of the breed theory to fall back 
fon, there Is very little strength to any support 
of ‘the current Group 7 regulations. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


Like the race that followed, Mosport practice 
was a rather desolate experience and it was 
only the intrigue of the new Penske Porsche, 
the excitement of Jody Scheckter's enthusias 
tic driving and the hope of the new UOP 
Shadow which kept things from being an utter 
club race. There was none of that close and 
busy pursuit for perfection that one expects 
In a professional motor race and Kirby can 
‘only echo Lyons’ Plea of Things Can Only 
Get Better. 

"The Sunoco Porsche sort of eased into its 
pole position, appearing, first of all, to be 

iflering some basic sorting problems which 
jowed the 917/10s of Scheckter and Follmer 
to be briefly quicker. The Porsche seemed to 
be rolling into a gentle understeer condition, 
although this was, perhaps, accentuated to the 
eye by its long tail and very closely skirted 
Goodyears. Late on Friday a change ws 
made to softer front rubber and this, in addi- 
tion to a few secrecy-shrouded | tweaks, 
allowed Donohue to do a tidy Im 411s 
which was almost 2s quicker than he had 


ON ee ee a ee a 


e too suffered a flat tyre and spun gently into the guardrail leaving Kemp as an 


gone throughout most of the day and one- 
tenth quicker than his pole time of last year. 
The circuit itself has been extensively resur- 
faced so that most of the badly rippled brak- 

have been smoothed away, but 
Tot of blowing sand about #6 that 
the road was not at its best 

‘The new Porsche, backed by Sunoco and 
Porsche-Audi, is some 7in longer in the 
wheelbase, while the track has been narrowed 
marginally in an effort to reduce the frontal 
area. The rather sharp, shovel lip of last 
year’s Porsche has been eased towards a 
gentler and fuller, drooping snoot. This image 
is further enhanced by the larger brake ducts 
and heavy mesh which curves over the nose 
slot. The tail section has also been exten- 
Sively reworked in an effort to get the wing 
hung out well behind the car, and to this end 
@ subframe extends beyond’ the chassis to 
Support an extra two feet of bodywork. All 
of this gives an impression of the 917/30 
being incredibly long and cumbersome, yet 
the car seems to be extremely precise and 
Donohue is able to simply drive it through 
the very worst plunging, downhill turns with 
virtually no change at ali in the car's attitude. 
It Is deceptive motoring at its best, and 
the muffled whine of the enlarged 54 litre 
flat 12 completes the illusion of an easily 
controllable and entirely drivable motor car 
‘that you or I might be able to handle. 

Jody Scheckter provided an enjoyable con- 
trast to Donohue's efficient display. Vasek 
Polak had ordered a new 917/10 during the 
winter and had tracked Jody down at a F5000 
race with a mind to working out a deal 
that would suit Scheckter, McLaren Racing, 
Rondel and. of course, Vasek Polak. Every- 
thing was finalised about a week before the 
race and Jody had his first taste of turbo- 
Porsche power in a Wednesday practice-cum- 
press-day. It was a different experience for 
Scheckter. He very rapidly discovered that 


he couldn't brake late and throw the car 
through the comer, using the power to hold 
everything into the apex. “I'm learning all 
‘over again,” sald Jody as he drove on to a 
1m 15.8, troubled only by tyre vibration 
which wouid really shake the car as the power 
came on and tried to snap the Porsche's tail 
back into line. By the middle of Saturday’ 
qualifying session everybody seemed to have 
resigned themselves to whatever place they 
had earned and the Porsche PR people found 
time to roll the blue 917/30 and the white 
917/10 out on to the front straight for a few 
advertising shots, 

‘The second row was also Porsche-Porsche, 
both of these coloured in the white and red 
of Bobby Rinzler’s sponsor, Royal Crown Cola, 
George Follmer was quickest, and despite a 
series of niggling little problems the CanAm 
Champion drove very crisply to a 1m 15.9 8 
His Porsche is much the same as last year, 
although the Rinzler team have moved the 
wing back almost a full 12 in. Charlie Kemp 
drove the other RC Cola car into fourth place 
with a particularly consistent 1m 17.28, and 
though he may not be the great new star that 
hhis PR claims, he is certainly very competent 
and seems to be well aware of his limits 
Kemp's 917 benefits from an electric motor 
which can be used to push the turbo boost up 
to whatever may be necessary and is con- 
trolled from a toggle switch just ahead of the 
gear lever. 


Hurley Hayward arrived with the ex-Peter 
Gregg 917/10 and worked down carefully to 
a 1m 19.48 after blowing an engine on Thur 
day and then losing lots of time on Friday 
when the clutch started slipping, thanks to 
some oll which had spewed out from the 
broken engine of the previous day. 

Local man John Cordis arrived from his 
cabin in the Canadian north-country and man- 
faged only a handful of troublefree laps with 
the same McLaren MSD that he drove 
last year. Never Cordts did a good 
1m 19.78 to be the quickest unturbocharged, 
non-Porsche runner. He might have gone a 
little quicker but an injection problem cropped 
up on Saturday and Cordts didn't get out at 
al. 

John Cannon found himself a drive in 
Lothar Motchenbacher's immaculate McLaren 
MBF and after spending Friday fitting his 
new, leaner body into the car and then dis. 
covering an extra 13 degrees of unwanted 
timing in the Chevy, Cannon got down to a 
1m 20.28 for seventh best. Jackie Oliver and 
the Shadow men arrived with thelr new Tony 
Southeste car in an unfinished 
tolled’ away through Fi 
morning finishing things off; When Jackie did 
get out the brakes locked on midway through 
his second lap and it wasn't until very late 

‘day that Oliver finally got out for a 

‘of laps, Under those conditions 

1m 23.2 was entirely satisfactory 

and It was a pleasure to see him pressing on 

almost immediately in a car that was totally 
unknown to him, 


‘The Shadow was running an unturbocharged 


is until the car 
is suitably sorted. The new Shadow 

tirely different than last year's car and follows, 
the same longer, wider and flatter theme of 
the Fi Shadow. ‘The wheelbase is 5 in longer, 
the front rack Is 2in wider and the rear 
wheels are 4 in further apart, The bodywork 
is distinctly reminiscent of last year's Lola 
7310 with a long, chisel nose curving into 
abrupt wheel arches which fall away directly 
behind the wheels and pick up the rest of the 
bodywork at waist height. The fibreglass then 
rises gently alongside the cockpit and carries 
‘on across the rear wheel 

behind the back rubber. 
the very large wing is mounted clear of the 
bodywork and directly above the gearbox. 
The twin radiators live behind the front 
wheels at an angle of less than 20 degrees to 
the centreline of the car, and are fed through 
square-section ducts on either side of the 
nose. The radiators are shrouded completely 
and the hot air exits between the side of the 
tub and the shrouds just at the dash pane! 

e. 
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Mark Donohue's Sunoco Porsche diced out the lead with Scheckter's Porsche before Donohue hit a back marker and lost many laps in the pits 


‘Thore was only one car that could really 
be expected to challenge the Porsche sup: 
remacy at. Mosport and that was the ex 
Revson McLaren M20 of Roy Woods/Carlings 
Black Label for David Hobbs. But there was 
nothing but bad luck waiting for Hobbs. First 
Of all the truck broke down halfway between 
California and Mosport, then a halfshaft bi 

‘as David cruised around on his first lap 
on Saturday morning. The broken shaft 
flaiied about and tore its upright apart, so it 
wasn't until mid-afternoon that Hobbs got 
out again, but after two-and-a-half laps some 
thing broke going through a downhill right 
hander and the black McLaren spun into the 
guardrail with enough speed to bend both 
corners on the left side. The exhausted Roy 
Woods team packed up and went home, 


RACE 


There was a lot of gusty wind billowing 
across the rolling Mosport hills on Sunday, 
fand though these winds may have cooled the 
hot sun a little, they were swirling little 
clouds of sand across the road and making 
things fairly slippery. Not the sort of condi. 
tions to make one terribly happy with the 
surging power of 900 turbocharged horse: 
power. 

It took two pace laps to start this first 
CanAm of the year, and with Eppie Wietzes 
driving the pace car the field was in extremely 
good order as they surged beneath the 
Starter’s stand, Donohue stealing a few car 
Tengths before the flag dropped. Scheckter 
stuck his Porsche's nose right underneath the 
blue wing of the Sunoco car and this duo 
catapulted up the road away from the first 
comer with Follmer already a few car 
Tengths behind but clear of the rest. Oliver 
was looking for any holes he could find as 
the Shadow bellowed over the hill into the 
Jong, double apex turn two, there was Oliver 
thrashing through on the inside using all of 
the verge and plucking away a few places. 

‘Scheckter jumped heavily on the throttle 
as he came out of the tight, first gear right- 
hander leading on to the climbing back 
Straight, and it was a few moments before 
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Donohue too was pushing his foot down and 
the turbochargers were whistling in their own 
flat duet. As they crested the Jong hill 
Scheckter flicked ‘out from behind Donohue 
and. slid through into the tightening esses. 
Scheckter had the lead, but Donchue was stili 
right there and Follmer came through 
couple of seconds behind in a collected and 
cool manner. Kemp was a further couple of 
seconds back with Cordts forcing his yellow 
MeLaren into place directly behind and ahead 
of Hayward's Porsche, then came Cannon, 
Oliver and Wiedmer. 

Scheckter was literally chucking his Porsch 
down the road, letting it understeer off unt 
the last possible instant and then flicking 
some lock on and bringing the car back in 
hand. Jody kept this up for a couple of laps, 
with the blue Porsche of Donohue always a 
Few inches behind. On the third lap Donohue 
gathered it up and fitted by Scheckter at the 
end of the straight and almost immediately 
pulled out a few car lengths. A lap later Dono- 
hue leaped over the crest of the hill with 
Scheckter still just a few car lengths behind 


The end of George Folimer’s run at Mosport. 


me 


< 
ee 


and there, just braking into the quick right: 
hander that starts the esses, was Jim Butcher. 
Donohue began to move across to lap Butcher 
on the inside, then thought better of it and 
flicked back’ to the outside line just ax 
Butcher raised his hand to wave the leader by 
on the Inside, By now both were committed 
to their lines, Donohue was inching off into 
the rough in his efforts at finding some small 
space and then the Porsche's right front col- 
Iided with the left rear of the other car. They 
both went scrabbling off across the dirt and 
Scheckter slipped through inside it all into a 
10s lead 

By the time Jody whistled past the pits he 
had'an even greater lead for Follmer had 
Picked some ‘debris up in a tyre and 
Gashing into the pits, yelling for the fronts 
to be changed. Just as the new fronts were 
being tightened it was noticed that a rear wa 
actually’ flat and poor Follmer had to. alt 
there while two laps were lost. While all this 
‘was going on Donohue had made it to the pits 
for Penske’s men to do some quick tear and 
tape work. Mark drove out again about a half 


Jody Scheckter made an impressive debut with the 


lap behind Follmer, but with the base of the 
nose twisted Gin higher than it should and 
the right front fender ripped away com: 
pletely 

Scheckter had a huge 25s lead after just 
10 laps with Kemp and Hayward in close 
order then a large gap to Cannon who ws 
followed by Cordts and Wiedmer. Follmer 
was just ahead of Kemp on the road and 
Darely edging away as he scrubbed in his new 
rubber, while Donohue was playing himself 
in to the limits of his unbalanced Porsche 
which was far from manageable on the fa 
stuff where’ all the time is made or lost at 
Mosport. 

Jody gradually eased his pace over the 
next dozen laps until he settled into a very 
comfortable 1m 20 rate of lappery. By the 
26th lap the Vasek Polak 917 had lapped all 
but Kemp and Hayward, and had pulled out 
@ 355 lead. Then, just a few laps later 
Scheckter came by at a much easier pace, the 
Porsche looking strangely vague and loose. 
He cruised past the pits on his 30th lap ready 
to do just one more lap of diagnosis, but as 
the Porsche went down the Incline through 
the first turn a rear tyre burst and Scheckter 
could do nothing about the car spinning into 
the guardrail on the outside and crunching 
both ends lightly but enough to end things 
then and there. 

So it was Charlie Kemp who now led and 
by almost a full lap, for Hayward, who had 
been getting to grips with his Porsche and 
chasing Kemp until he got held up by some 
backmarkers, pulled off less than a minute 
after Scheckter’s demise. Hayward had suf- 
fered his second engine failure of the week- 
end, this time the output shaft breaking 

‘The biggest interest left now was in watch 
ing Follmer's progress for he was clearly the 
fastest car on the track and worked his way 
up from 16th to fifth in less than 25 laps. 
By the 40th lap Follmer was third and 
‘a dozen laps later he drove by and away 
from Wiedmer who had been second since the 
respective ends of Scheckter and Hayward. A 


10 
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Vasek Polak Porsche, leading the race until a tyre burst. Here he laps Patrick 


Wiedmer’s second-placed Porsche finished two laps behind the winner. 


lap after passing Wiedmer, the RC Cola 
Porsche was over 6s ahead and Follmer wi 
now closing on his team-mate, Follmer had 
first to catch Kemp and unlap himself, but 
there was a slim mathematical possibility that 
George could do it and he was the only man 
on the track who was really trying. The few 
people who were aware of his progress were 
Clicking thelr stopwatches and thumbing their 
lap charts. But this was not a race for the 
frontrunners and on his 54th lap Follmer 
ground to a stop at the bottom of the circuit 
with the ring and pinion gone. He was not a 
happy man as he sat on the bank watching his 
team-mate cruise to victory. 

The last 25 laps were like the last four 
hours of a bad 12-hour race. We just waited 
for Kemp to finish and Bobby Rinzler to pop 
open his magnum of RC Cola. Wiedmer was 
over two laps behind in second with CanAm 
veteran Bob Nagel finishing third, yet another 
lap behind in the ex-Jackie Stewart Lola T260. 
Scooter Patrick had led Nagel for a good part 
Of the race, but the Lola got by the ex-works 
McLaren MSF just past half-distance and 
edged away to a comfortable 7s cushion 
Steve Durst almost caught Patrick at the flag 
and John Cannon worked up well after losing 
a couple of laps in the early stages with a 
Stop to tighten a loose rear wheel. Cannon 
had got up to fourth by the sixth lap and 


had been running very easily, keeping the 
revs down to 6000 and holding his place with 
ease. John Cordis had inherited fourth from 
Cannon, but a rear shock broke on the 19th 
lap and he lost almost three laps while 
having that changed. Cordts went out again 
and was up to fifth with 15 laps to go and 
catching both Patrick and Nagel, but then the 
engine started hesitating and the McLaren got 
slower and slower and finally stopped with 
the fuel system refusing to pick up what was 
left in the tanks. 

Donohue drove his battered Porsche with 
incredible precision to an eventual seventh 
Place. It is a mark of Donohue’s skill that he 
Could maintain a regular pace of within a 
second, and usually just a few tenths variance, 
during’ the 68 laps that he drove with the 
battered Porsche. Jackie Oliver had been 
chasing Cannon hard, when the Shadow's 
gearbox broke on its third lap and the car's 
first test session came to an end, 
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Almost every weekend of the year 
someone somewhere is competing 
Around a track. Or up a hill. Or against 
aclock. And even more people spend 
their weekends watching them do it 

One thing they'll be secing a lot of 
is Castrol. This year we're sponsoring 
ight national championships. They 


include Group 1, Hillclimbs, Autocross, 


Autotests, Dragging and a whole 
country-full of rallies. 
Then there's Team Castrol, the 


largest team in Britain. It’s been so 


successful it won us the Roy James 
‘Trophy, awarded for services to 
motor sport. 

Still, whatever we put in, it’s up to 
you how much you get out. Everything 
we support needs your support too. 
Really we're talking to all those people 
who follow motor sport. Because we 
want to sce more of you. And so do the 
clubs. It's vital if you don't want to have 
only quiet weekends to look forward to. 

So do like we do, 

Get in at the heart of things. 


More British motorists choose Castrol than any other oil. 
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SHELSLEY WALSH 


Champion Sir Nick Williamson's first run was a bit hairy, but his second gave him second place. 


MacDowel’s points and record 


struggle In which he had lost his old outright 
hill record to Richard Thwaites, MacDowel 
showed why he Is leading the RAC hillclimb 
champlonship by powering sideways off the 
showing what it’s all about with a 

\t motoring which reclaimed his 
jother 10 points 


Thwaites 
dominating the hillelimb scene and just of 


‘and MacDowel 


currently 


the McLaren MI0B driver has been 
iting the better of MacDowel. Determined 
to gain the upper hand Mike decided to 
take a leaf out of his opponent's book 
and fit Goodyear slicks to the rear of 
his Brabham-Repco BT36X. Having made his 
first practice run without them he proceeded 
to knock @ second off his time and get below 
his hill record on his second 
‘The scene was set therefore for 
el 
saying that 
in the 285—and th 
Hepworth beat the half minute barrier! 
First. however the class runs and a close 
struggle for supremacy in the saloon class. 
Having trailed Robin Yeomans’ Cooper S on 
the first runs Alex Boyle took a very narrow 
victory with his one litre Lassman entered 
Cooper S. Driving Robin Rew's ex-works 
Reliant Sabre very bravely "Motor" road 
tester Gordon Brooks came in third with a 
car which has been hillclimbed in the past by 
no less a person than many times champion 
Tony Marsh. The small modsports class was 
far less exciting with virtually no opposition 
for Russ Ward's John Brown Motors MG 
Midget. Tony Bancroft's old record fell in 
the ‘next class as the Cobra-E type battle 
continued with a win for the Anglo-American 
hybrid, this time in the hands of Martin 
Mayeroft who beat Nigel Pow’s consistent 
Jaguar and Steve Hemingway's Turner. A 
‘competitive Nick Green unfortunately dam- 
ed the offside of his Cobra, going off in the 
jes. Alister Douglas-Osborn just goes on 
demolishing records and with his ex-works 
Mallock U2 Mk 12 used last year in F3, he 
added the Shelsley small sports car record 
to his list of scalps. John Stuart's BDA 
engined U2 Mk 8B ‘an_easy second 
Unfortunately in this class Tommy Clapham 
rolled his U2 Mk II and was taken to 
hospital with a dislocated collar bone and 
broken leg. With John Burton in attendance 
and flufing slighily Reg Phillips (Chevron 
B19) still took the large sports class—and 
this with a missed gear change on his 
quicker run. However Phil Scragg had been 
quicker on the first runs, not with his 
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Chevron B19 but with the old faithful Lola 
70 with Lotus 7 like bodywork. The Chevron 
had Suffered a seized oll pump in practice. 

David Latham (Cooper Mk 10) was more 
than delighted to have beaten Colin Myles 
(Cooper Mk ID) in the 500 cc racing ‘car 
class and remarked that after the winning 
drive by Gordon Bruce here last year in the 
same car that it must have a special liking 
for_Shelstey. 

There was a different look about the 
1100 class—David Franklin didn’t win! He 
spun at the Esses on his first run and, on 
this power hill, wasn't able to get on terms 
on his second. Even had everything been 
all right though he would have had difficulty 
in staying with Roger Willoughby (super 
charged Brabham BT15). The Doc was in 
scintillating form and demolished his own 
record with a press-on display of driving 
Alan Richards took a fine second place in 
his FJ Gryphon, leaving third place to Barbon 
class winner, Scotsman Alex Brown (Ginetta 
G17). Tony Harrison really has taken to his 
ex-Mike Healey Brabham BT35 and again took 
the 1600 cc class with a time close to Haw- 
ley's own record. Behind the trials man came 
Ken MacMaster's rapid GRD 272 and an out- 
off-luck Geoff Rollason (Lotus 69). Following 
his Barbon misfortunes the clutch pipe broke 
fon the first run and although quickly mended 
caused clutch slip on the second run. 

‘Usually the large racing car class is just 
a means of qualifying for the top 10 runs, 
but not this time. The battle was on from 
the word go. First Thwaites in his Eastern 
Carpet Stores McLaren demolished 
MacDowel's record on his first. run. The 
Dewsbury lad was driving with a stiff arm 
following a Monaco GP accident—he fell off 
& moped in the Principality! MacDowel was 
now really determined to show who was the 
master and took a tenth of a second off 
Thwaites’ new time on his second run. 
Richard had more to come though and claimed 
the class with a fine 29.10 s—the sub 29 
now looked really near. Three others were 
below the half minute, these being a very 
tweaked-up Sir Nicholas Williamson (Marlyn- 
DFV), Tony Griffiths back from the continent 
with" his Brabham BT33. and Roy Lane 
(McLaren MI4D) It can now be disclosed 
that the worthy Warwick driver has now 
received sponsorship from Manpower who last 
year backed Jonty Williamson in the RAC 
Sprint series. With David Hepworth's Guyson 
Sandblaster still not ready following Wiscombe 
‘there was only cne member of this class who 
didn’t qualify for the top 10 runs this being 
former Bentley driver Alan Padgett who now 
has the ex-Richard Scott F2 Brabham BT38-17 
to which he has fitted an 1850 RES BDA. 


Finally there was a group of historic and 
Bentley classes providing wins for Geogina 
Baille-Hill (HWM Alta-Jaguar), Keith Knight 
(Riley Sports), the amazing Tom Elton (Cooper 
Mk 10) and Barry Eastick (Bentley Continen- 
tab). 

The char=pionship runs were fantastic with 
over half of them below the half minute 
For the second round running Tony Harrison 
was doomed to 10th place. The cheerful 
Brummie made the mistake of changing his 
tyres for the top ten runs and the car didn't 
handle as it had earlier. Above him in the 
lists was Tony Bancroft (Penine Motor Group 
McLaren M10B) who was unable to take his 
first run due to a petrol leak and who made 
rather a mess of his second run in an effort 
to make up for this. David Good (Lyncar- 
DFV) was eighth with some fast acceleration 
on his first run, Unfortunately he stopped at 
the Kennel on his second run, a disconected 
gear lever in bis hand. Give Peter Boshie1 
Tones a competitive car and goodness knows 
what he would do but unfortunately he only 
has an old Brabham BT21C and can you re- 
member when they were in current use? 
However Peter is currently going better than 
ever and recorded a time less than half 
a second away from the half minute barrier. 
Tony Griffiths was trying a bit too hard and 
consequently was somewhat untidy. Never 
theless he broke the minute barrier but 
couldn't go as fast as he had in the class 
Funs. Only sixth place this time. Chris 
Cramer (Grunhalle Lager Special March 723) 
Is now going even quicker than Sir Nichol 
Williamson did last year with the same 
BDA and Hewland gearbox. A fine fifth place 
was the result this time with a very com: 
petitive 20.74, As at Barbon Roy Lane In 
his Manpower McLaren looked in line for 
a high placing on the first runs. He was lying 
third only 003-8 behind the second place 
man. On his second run he went even 
Quicker beating all but MacDowel's first run, 
However both Thwaites and Williamson were 
to go quicker and demote Roy to fourth, 
Richard Thwaites pointed the nose of his 
McLaren at the bank a bit too much on 
his first run to match his class run, Neve 
theless he was lying second after the fir 
runs. Sir Nicholas Williamson however made 
Sure he didn't keep that place, Having tried 
perhaps a bit too hard on his first run 
fas lying behind the Yorkshireman, Hi 
Second run looked really quick and, on a 
hill at which he has never excelled, William- 
son recorded a rousing second BTD. 

‘The laurels, however, must go to Ma 
Dowel. From the minute he went off the 
line the former works Cooper driver knew it 
had to be good, While all the others wet 
struggling, getting it sideways and hitting 
banks MacDowel was the model of perfe 
tion and scored a demoralising 28.82 s cros: 
ing the finishing line at 123 mph! It was the 
sort of run that can only come once in 
meeting and sure enough the second run 
wasn't as quick, Up to the Esses it could 
have been even better but MacDowel got th 
Cusmac Brabham very sideways under th 
commentary box at the Esses and lost time 
only scoring a 29.28 s! It was sufficient 
though for there was only Thwaites left to run 
‘and he, in spite of a neat run, couldn't match 
his adversary's time, 


IAN WAGSTAFF 


‘Savana “E Weason 8" Leesan eva oe 
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WILLMENT 


For all the Faster Fords 
and everything Rallye Sport 


Full race and rally preparation undertaken 
Outstanding competition parts service 


Ring Ray Tunney or Tony Griffiths 


NEW MEXICOS AND 


RS1600s 
RING MARTIN BARON OR PETER WATSON 


USED CARS FOR SALE 


““K Reg” FORD CORTINA GT. Tawny/tan “J Reg” MGB ROADSTER. Blue. Rostyles, 
interior. Low mileage. 1 owner. Immaculate Overdrive: 1 owner ©...i: cane ENISS 
£1145 « 
n - “K Reg” MEXICO CLUBMAN. Sunset red. 
ead EECORT 12001 GTe\Lei Manso Group 1. Rally car. Radio. 1 owner £995 
fabric seats. 1 Owner ...-....-..--+ : ; 

oH eg a°eiiw 2002, White. Blaupunkt, ©“ H Reg” ESCORT twin cam. White, black 
AT ovonerie iced P1345 interior. Low mileage. Rare car ...... £925 

“Reg” CORTINA 2000 GT 2-door. Tawny 

tan. 1 owner. Guaranteed. 6,000 nee 

£11 


JOHN WILLMENT 
(MITCHAM) LTD. 


Lege snp ig EZ J Faire sport cone | 
Sorc Rallye Sport Centre 
MITCHAM, SURREY — 


Tel: 01-648 0071 Export and Forces Enquiries Welcome 
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Roger Clark and Jim Porter on their way to yet another victory. S54, Inshriach. 


SCOTTISH RALLY 


Clark and Ford all the way 


By JOHN DAVENPORT 


Pictures HUGH BISHOP 


John Davenport follows the leaders — Mike Broad’s story (page 17) 


covers the club drivers. 


Once upon a time in the very far away, my beloved, 
‘Good Publicity. So he sald to the Other Men “Take 


the Scottish Rally and he saw that it 


my Escorts and go thene 


owerful. 


was. just 


In the ‘event. Indeed, the cunning Clark was 
and the Finn had to settle for 


ind they did so and made such good 
down even unto the tenth place. And many were exceeding vexed and 
How are we to beat this Man and his Machines?” and verily they did not know for 


14 Jim Porter's victor 
1 Ford Escorts of vi 
Of questions and problems for the future of the sport. For Clark and f 
demonstration of their undoubted superiority In the business 

rallies and the bonus of having the marque fill the first 
embarrassment. For the moment, the Escort RS is unbeatable 
wianing forty one of the fifty-five tests in his bid to catch Clark after leaving the road e 


seond. place haviny 


Man sat ina 


igh place and did espy 


fight that they finished 
id amongst them- 


on the 29th International Scottish Rally 
us types followed them home, raises a lot 
Ford, this win 


of forest stage 
in places may yet prove to be 

s Hannu Mikkola showed by 

ly 


‘the only driver he did not manage to overhaul 


Previously dropped to fifty-third 


It Was lean picking Indeed for the non-Fords among whom the Hillman Avenger of 


Colin Malkin and Brian Coyle reigned supreme. For 
ive and recalls Andy Dawson’ 

Rally in an Alfa Romeo Group 1. Harold Morley in 

1d twelfth to relieve the monotony before Escort 


was indeed Impre 


and finis! 


closed in again up to sixteenth 


place. The possible challenge of Per-Inge Walfridsson in his Castrol sponsored Volvo 144 S and 


Shekhar Mehta in his own Datsun 240Z disappeared with mechanical troubl 
Even Will Sparrow and Nigel Raeburn didn't provide the necessary revelation from 


respectivel 


‘and a shunt 


Luton though it must have been a revelation of a sort when their Martin's Firenza broke two 


axles in three stages. 

So the rally was indeed Ford all the way 
with the team prizes going to Team Ford and 
the Ladies Award to. Rosemary Smith and 
Pauline Gullick in their Lombard and Ulster 
Escort RS. Some of the best drives on the 
rally came from Andrew Cowan in the Scots- 
man Escort and Adrian Boyd in the Lombard 
and Ulster Escort’ who, though eventually 
passed by Mikkola, had a long and. bitter 
struggle for second place which finished 
with the Scot in the lead by twenty-one 
Seconds. Mike Hibbert in the Centre Hotels 
Escort and Chris Sclater in the (schhhh!) 
Marlboro Escort were similarly engaged in a 
rally-long battle with again a Scot coming 
‘out on top but neither of these two had a 
car sufficiently fresh—even at the start—to 
do anything about the leaders. Finally, one 
should mention Tony Pond and Frances Cobb 
who were driving a full works RS as their 
Mexico challenge prize and did very well, 
considering the doubling of power from their 
normal mount, to finish seventh and clinch 
the team awards for Ford. Pond made very 
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00d use of his prize and one hopes that he 
will get the chance to drive another RS in the 
near future. 

‘Apart from being a triumph for Ford Motor 
Company, the Scottish Rally itself was some- 
thing of & triumph. No one could have believed 
after last year that the phoenix could rise 
from the ashes, but rise it did and to the 
heights. With a’ determination that had to be 
seen to be believed, Major Bob Tennant-Reid 
and his helpers completely re-organised the 
results service and streamlined the supervision 
of stages to the point where the rally stands 
out as a fine example for others to emulate. At 
the end of the rally, the organisers got a 
standing ovation from the competitors which 
was at one and the same time amazing and 
delightful to see. 

‘The Scottish Rally retained its traditional 
format for 1973 with a Sunday morning start 
in Glasgow followed by a full thirty-two 
hours of rallying, a night halt and then two 
short daytime loops. The major difference from 
last year was that the rally was centred in 


Aviemore, Scotland's skiing resort in the 
Cairngorms and this proved to be much more 
of a success than when it was last used in 
1969. The scrutineering took place on Satur- 
day and here already there wer 

new Scottish. The 


's passed through them in line which 
speeded up the process no end. There we 
few latecomers and these included two of the 
works Fords for it had been discovered that 
Clark's car had a 3.8 differential instead of 
5.1 while Tony Pond’s car suffered a persistent 
misfire which was traced to a faulty distri- 
butor and a kinked petrol pipe. 

The Sunday start was at eight o'clock in 
the morning and evidently the weather was 
too cold for the oll in Sclater's Escort for 
when he went to start it in the pare fermé, the 
timing belt jumped on the oll pump/distributor 
drive and he was twenty minutes late at the 
start—for which there is no penalty—fixing 
the problem and tightening the belt. The first 
few stages were in the Glentrooi complex 
‘and seemed much more jumpy and rough than 
before. The pace was instantly hot and it 
was Mikkola who set it with seven fastest 
times on the first seven stages. The official 
increase of the target speed on the stages from 
50 mph to 60 mph meant that practically none 
were cleanable though the incredible Finn did 
just equal the set time of eight minutes on 
the eight mile Bennan stage. If the rally had 
ted badly In the pare fermé for Marlboro 
men Sclater and Greasley, it got worse with 
@ puncture on the second stage, a broken 
throttle spring on stage three, a non-operative 
petrol pump on stage four, another puncture 
on stage five and then a clipped rock and 
‘a bent steering arm on stage six! In any case 
he was still running but for Peter Clarke/ 
Tony Mason in their Silentnight Escort RS 
the rally was over after a wheel and half: 
shaft parted company with the axle on stage 
three. Robert McBurney/Norman Smith were 
also in the ranks of the retired with no oil 
Pressure in their exotic VW 1303 S. At first 
they thought that it was a faulty gauge and 
borrowed one off a passing Beetle owner 
but when that showed zero as well, they 
decided to save the engine and retire. Before 
doing so, however, they had assisted Bob 
Bean/David Greenwood in their Ford-Sure 
Mexico back on to the road after an excursio 

‘On stage six, one of the short Kirroughtree 
stages, Walfridsson broke the differential in 
his Volvo and though he got the car off the 
stage and changed the axle, within a few 
stages he was definitely out and it was clear 
that the axle was bent or distorted. The other 
major Ford competition bade farewell to the 
rally on stage eight when Shekhar Mehta/ 
Martin Holmes as first car on the road got 
caught out on the infamous McDougal's Folly 
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where a fire break lures one to drive too fast 
into a hidden right-hand bend. Mehta rolled the 
Datsun 240Z and put it well out of the rally 
but within five minutes he had company when 
Mikkola came too fast and decided rather 
than try to make it round the comer and 
crash into the Datsun, he would go straight 
off. The problem then was that he was stuck 
in ‘soft earth with the car completely undam- 
‘aged and had to wait forty minutes before 
the nearest spectators arrived to push him 
back up the bank and into the rally. With the 
stage having a set time of eight minutes and 
3 maximum penalty time of eighteen minutes, 
he was now just over nine minutes behind 
Clark, Cowan and Boyd and was actually 
Classified ffty-third overall. Incidentally, con 
sidering the amount of knowledge which 
British co-drivers are alleged to have about 
forest stages, these two accidents do little 
to support such theories. However, it must be 
admitted that now Martin Holmes and John 
Davenport are fully aware of the location of 
this particular hazard! 

For Mikkola, the rally now became a night: 
mare chase to pull back that lost time and he 
wasn’t helped by the fact that stage nine 
had to be cancelled after Drew Gallacher/lan 
Mulr rolled their Shelisport Escort into « 
small ball and had to be taken to hospital 
Then on stage 11, he started to find 
selection difficult and it transpired that the 
rubber mounting had sheared on the top of 
the ZF gearbox where the selectors enter 
giving bad selection and spitting out all the 
Oil, He had it wired up and it was eventually 
changed at Dumfries, but for a couple of 
Stages anyway, he didn't make fastest time. 
Tt was @ bad time for foreign drivers for Eric 
Aaby/Egil Moreite from Norway in a Group 
1 Opel Ascona suffered a burst petrol pipe on 
stage three followed rapidly by a puncture and 
‘an electrical short, From Denmark the anony- 
mous" Speedy Gonzales" had his differential 
start to break up in 
Timp through stage 12 uw 
his BMW 2002 Ti to the 
i 
‘Tony Fowkes/Brian Harris had been really 
having a go in their Cables and Components 
Escort RS and had set fastest time on stage 
eight and been regularly in the top five times, 
But all good things must come to an end and 

i3—an omen if, there ever was 
rly brought his rally to an 
end by clipping a tree with the rear end 
and thus nosediving Into another. It took 
them ten minutes to regain the road 
Jot more time at the end of the 
ingeniously rig the bodywork so that they 
could continue. Harold Morley was having an 
Unhappy time in his Carrera with lots of 
bunctures and he finished one stage with two. 
‘Things were not going smoothly for the ladies 
either and Sandy Lawson/Geunda Eadie had 
4 holed petrol tank in thelr DAF which put 
the consumption up alarmingly. 

‘After Dumfries, the rally tackled the Forest 
of Ae miraculously without going through the 
famous farmyard. Donald Heggie was stopped 
here with his Clan Crusader with a broken fan 
belt while John Haughland from Norway had 
& puncture in his indecently fast Skoda. Bill 
Taylor/Ian Metver in the Royal Bank of Scot- 
land Escort RS also had a puncture in this 
stage and broke the first of many exhaust 
pipes, In fact, later in the rally Taylor was 
heard to comment that he was changing them 
as frequently as other people changed tyres 

‘After a halt in Edinburgh the rally crossed 
the Forth to tackle Devilla but now the order 
had changed amongst the leaders for Boyd 
was second behind Clark but Cowan was 
making up time and the gap between them 
was only a minute and twenty seconds. 
Already Mikkola was up to eighth place and 
lay just behind Colin Malkin/Brian Coyle in 
the Group 1 Avenger. The Scots were well 
represented for Hibbert was fourth and Jimmy 
Rae fifth with Will Sparrow hanging on in 
there at sixth with the Firenza. 

Tt was now night time and in just four 
stages, Mikkola pulled up to sixth place while 
Boyd Slipped down to third after a puncture. 
Sclater now appeared at seventh having earlier 
been credited wrongly with a maximum on 
stage 21, Roger Clark had a puncture 


vice and change 
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on Loch Ard while Bill Taylor lost his gear 
lever and Donald Heggie had a throttle cable 
part on his Clan. Mikkola lost his rear window 
but just after Loch Ard came to a halt with 
four wheel studs sheared on one side at the 
rear. His co-driver ran back almost a mile to 
get the service crew and it was fixed but 
the Finn must have felt that the Gods were 
not on his side. 

‘After, a halt for breakfast near Glasgow at 
the new Erskine Bridge, the rally set off to 
tackle the stages near Loch Lomond and on 
the tarmac ascent of Rest and be Thankful 
Mikkola was again in trouble with a broken 
carburettor link speedily fixed at the top by 
Ford's competition manager, Peter Ashcroft 
‘Andrew Cowan/Johnstone Syer had a punc- 
ture two stages later and lost their exhaust 
while even the rally leader, Clark, was looking 
worried for his steering arms seemed to keep 
unscrewing themselves. The Loch Eckside 
stage was scrubbed when the pilots of the 
course car and chief arrow-straighteners, Andy 
Dawson/John Foden, Avenger-mounted for 
this rally, found a stray Hereford bull in the 
middle of the stage. Paul Faulkner/Monty 
Peters had an overshoot on the nasty brow in 
Glenfinart as did Sclater, Mikkola and Clark, 
but retired two stages later with an exploded 
clutch in thelr Escort RS. One Escort Mexico 
which had been keeping in the top ten was 


Tony Fowkes drove to 8th overall—even after a stage excursion, which shows 


that of Paul Appleby/Keith O'Dell but they 
had an excursion in stage 30 and retired. 
It_was shades of the RAC Rally for Sparrow 
whose Firenza needed new shock absorbers 
and changed them after stage 33. He 
was later to have a broken differential, got 
the car out of the stage and changed it’only 
to have the new one break three stages later 

just before Aviemore. 
The overall positions on arrival for the first 
were as follows 


igh Seeiie's 
‘now nicknamed * the Gobbler” by 
Mike Hibbert, was obviously poised to" catch 
Up to second place but chat Itself was already 
being furiously contested by Cowan and Boyd 
The Brat test the next-day was. the tarmac 
Garbote and ‘Boyd Immediately took eighteen 
Seconds of the Scot to pase into second place 
However, the’ Gaol blood wes ‘well on 
boil and Cowan flew along equalling Mikkole's 
timer to regain second place from™ Boyd only 
{o'have the Gobbler snatch i from him after 
another four sages, Cowan had: problems aa 
sre first with a leaking front strut and then 
Sn stage "83" he. broke "a shock. absorber 
snd “atvexactly"the same ‘time’ Tost all the 


1” 


HILLMAN 
We 


CHRYSLER 
UNITED KINGDOM 
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AVENGER WINS 
IN SCOTTISH 
INTERNATIONAL 
RALLY 


1ST IN GROUP 1- PRODUCTION TOURING CARS* 


» CLASS3 
1 t: Chrysler Dealer Team Club 
Ss w= Avenger GT, driven by Colin Malkin, 
and Brian Coyle, 11th overall, 1st in Group 1 
and winner of Class 3. Supported by 
= Chrysler and all members of the Chrysler 
Dealer Team Club 
2 id: Avenger GT driven by Barrie Malkin 
nd: and John Billett 


CLASS 5 
1 t: Sunbeam Imp Sport driven by 
Ss m= Robin Eyre-Maunsell and 
Neil Wilson. 


CLASS 7 


1 t: Avenger GT driven by Gavin 
Ss m= Waugh and Peter Handy. 


Another victory for the Chrysler Dealer Team 
Club Avenger, repeating the success of the 
Welsh International Rally. 


Over 100 Chrysler dealer members sponsor 
club entries. So you know where to go for 
performance cars — the rally-winning 
Avengers, Imps and Hunters. 
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brakes at the rear with an unscrewed union. 
He got all these things fixed and at the end 
of the day lay third just four seconds ahead 
of Boyd. 

Meanwhile, the day’s top elimination 
occurred when John Haughland broke his 
Steering rack on Garbole and shot the Skoda 
off the road into a bank, Both Mike Hibbert/ 
Henry Liddon and the leading Mr Clark were 
anxious about their rear axles and changed 
the differentials at the beginning of the day. 
Malkin had two punctures and an excursion 
‘of about @ minute which dropped his Avenger 
out of the top ten though by the end of the 
day he was back to ninth behind Bill Taylor. 
Final drama of the day was when Mikkola 
complained of misfiring on the last short stage 
land came into the service point before the 
night hale with the distributor hanging in the 
hole by its leads alone. There was now 2 m 
45 s between him and the indefatigable Clark 
‘and with just six stages on the last day even 
the Finn had to admit that without something 
happening to the rally leader, he was not 
going to catch him. The Boyd/Cowan match 
Was as close as ever and really enlivened the 
closing hours of the rally. 

Tt was unfortunate perhaps that the roads 
in Monaughty Forest are so straight that both 


stages there were on clean even at 60 mph 
and Mikkola lost all hope of getting to grips 
with Clark when he first had Alan Conley, 
Crawford Dunn roll their Avenger in front of 
him on stage 58 costing him precious 
seconds whilst the spectators manhandled it 
‘out of the way, and then the nine-mile stage 
in Culbin was cancelled after the clocks ran 
haywire. This last was a relief for the Irish 
for Boyd had a puncture in the stage and ran 
seven miles on a flat tyre while Rosemary 
Smith put her Escort up on its side in a most 
unladylike manner and had to be pushed on to 
all fours again. Even Cowan must have been 
bit relieved as he stalled his engine after 
overshooting a hairpin and had difficulty 
getting re-started, 

Further drama occurred when Tony Pond 
had his rear axle literally break in half on 
these last stages and he had to drive back to 
Aviemore very carefully with the whole thing 
held together with wire. After the rally, the 
mechanics welded up the axle to drive the car 
home and within two hundred yards, @ half 
shaft broke ! 

So the final result went to Roger Clark and 
Jim Porter making it the fifth time that they 
have won the Scottish Rally. 


Ford left some class wins open 


By MIKE BROAD 


You may be forgiven in thinking from the 
results that only Ford Escorts of one descrip- 
tion or another were entered in the event, 
there were in fact many other different makes 
taking part. The first non Ford to finish was 
Colin Malkin in the Chrysler Dealer Team 
Avenger GT. 


The official Chrysler team was somewhat 
reshaped at the last moment when Roy 
Fidler decided not to drive Cal Withers’ 
‘Avenger, #0 a new scratch pairing of George 
Hill_and Ron Crellin took over. In the absence 
of Rob Lyall, who was abroad, Des O'Dell 
‘put Brian Coyle with Malkin and the third 
feam member was the Birmingham Post cas 
of John Bloxham and Richard Harper. Events 
‘didn’t start too well however for Chrysler, 
for ‘on only the second stage, Bloxham went 
off on a series of small crests damaging the 
front of the car, and although he got going 
. he blew @ head gasket in an effort to 
get to his service crew. On the very next 
Stage, Drunjohn, just a mile from the finish, 
George Hill 
punctui 
just one ci 


But Colin Malkin drove a bril- 
Hiant rally, at one time climbing as high as 
Sth overall, before eventually finishing in 
Lith place and winning the Group 1 category 


easily. 


‘A very impressive line up of Avengers 
was entered by Wylam Garages, three group 
1 cars for Alan Conley, Alan Middlemiss and 
Michael Bolan and two group 2 cars for 
Chris Stephenson and Edwin Jobson. Unfor- 
tunately only Alan Conley in the group 1 
car finished, and that trip was not without 
its dramas, 


Over from Ulster came Robin Eyre-Maun- 
sell in the Imp, and although he had the 
distributor drive shear after the first tarmac 
‘stage, Glen Lyon, losing 24 road minutes, 
and a fan belt went just three stages from 
home, he still won his class by some 14 
minutes. Eyre-Maunsell was again paired with 
Welshman Neil Wilson, which must have 
confused a few Scots, when trying to decip! 

the accents. Colin Malkin’s brother Barri 
made the long trip from Bournemouth in his 
‘Avenger to finish second in class to his 
‘brother, co-driven as on the Welsh by John 
Billet. Gavin Waugh, was in the very smart 
white Horse Whisky Avenger in group 2 
trim and managed yet another class win. 
One of the bravest drives was by John Lings, 
who incidently is the Competition man at 
Pirelli in Burton-on-Trent. He completed the 
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event with no service at all, after a clear 
run in his Avenger. 

There was only one official Dealer Team 
Vauxhall entry, that of Chris Coburn and 
Mike Broad, in a Group 1 Firenza Sport. 
‘Although they-had no problems on the stages, 
both the gearbox and rear axle were changed 
during the event as a precautionary measure. 
The fight for class 4, over 1600 cc, 
group one, was in fact very close, and in 
the end the honours went to Eric Aaby, in 
his Norwegian Opel Ascona 1.9. He started 
Dadly going off on stage three and losing 
eight minutes, but he clawed his way back 
to take the lead for the class by the first 
halt-at Aviemore on the Monday evening. 
Also driving extremely quickly was Bob Bean 
in the Ford Sure Mexico though not without 
@ couple of excursions. He in fact put the 
car on its side on stage 7, Bennan, and on 
stage 8, Cairn Edward, ran‘ out of petrol but 
luckily Rob MacBurney was able to give him 


some. After driving like fury to close on the 
class leaders, he over-did it on Whiteash, 
‘on a downhill section and slid off, losing 
three minutes and so had to be content with 
4th behind Aaby, Coburn and Telford. Will 
Sparrow was, of course, Vauxhall's main 
hope for overall honours, but he ran out of 
‘axles just one stage before Aviemore on the 
Monday evening. Peter Thompson with Moss 
Isley had a good event, although they drop- 
ped nine minutes on the road after trouble 
With the exhaust manifold, whilst Arthur 
Jasper in a group 2 Firenza went out just 
Tour stages from home whilst lying 25th. 
Entries from abroad were a bit few and 
far between this year, and certainly lacked 
the calibre of last year’s entry. Eric Aaby 
in his Ascona we have already mentioned, 
together with John Haughland who were the 
two entries from Norway. From Sweden 
came four privately-entered Saabs for 
Mats Andersson, Gunnar Johansson, 
Stig-Arne Larsson, ‘and Val Hultberg, all but 
Hultberg finishing. These cars ran very much 
together, as was shown when Larsson went 
off on Achray but was immediately pulled 
‘out by Hultberg, and then on the same stage 
When Alistair Robertson went off in his 
Saab, Larsson stopped and towed him out. 
‘A lot of interest, somewhat without justifi- 
cation, was centred on a mysterious entry 
from Denmark under the pseudonym of 
“Speedy Gonzales” driving « BMW 2002Ti, 
Speculation was rife as to the reason for 
the false name but the gent drove a sensible 
if not spectacular event. After taking almost 
& maximum on stage 12, Glengap, he lost 
10 minutes road penalties at Dumfries, but 
eventually hauled himself up to finish 37th. 
‘Colin Grewer and Philip Welch were 
entered in the faithful K Cars of York Volvo 
122 $ and during the event reached as high 
as 16th, but Grewer had a lot of problems 
with the rear suspension and eventually lost 
@ wheel when the bottom joint snapped, but 
in true Grewer tradition he carried on for 
34 miles until the end of the stage, He 
replaced the rear suspension for it only to 
happen again on the last stage before Avie~ 
more on Tuesday, Inshriach, and he was out 
Over from the USA came Bob  Hourihan, 
partnered by Doug Woods, to see how @ 
British Stage event should be run, They 
entered a Datsun 1800 SSS, a car which had 
been prepared by Old Woking Garages, and 
though he didn't break any records, Houri- 
jan finished and should have been able to 
pick up some useful tips from the ev 
Ian Lawless should have entered his Datsun 
240Z, but unfortunately he recently wrote it 


A great first time Scottish performance from David “Piggy " Thompson. 
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LTD. 


Specialist services to the 
Motor Racing Industry 


Ron Tauranac front and rear suspension 
assemblies, mag wheels, steering rack assemblies 
clevis bolts, drive shaft, etc. 

Mini final drive sets 4.9 to 2.7. 
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Harold Morley took things easy with his immaculate Carrera to finish 14th. figure in results in this country and it should 
not be long before a dealer team is formed. 


off and so he turned up in a brand new third in class a trouble free run, the Harold Morley entered in his new Escort 
Datsun 1800 SSS in group 1 trim with Martin Ascona_ show ‘@ competitive motor RS, but turned up with his Porsche Carrera 
Coleman as his co-driver, The first two stages it is standard An Ascona in group bearing signs of ‘his new involvement with 
Were 40 yumpy that the suspension on the 2 form was that of Scotsman Ian Wilson, | Crystals of Hull. As on the Welsh, Bob 
Datsun almost gave up the ghost immediately | who unfortunately on the first stage out of Lindquist the Canadian was co-driver. The 
aan stage three he went off for seven Aviemore on Tuesday, Garbole, rolled collect- rough conditions of some of the stages didn't 
Minutes but soldiered on to finish, although ing & maximum, At the time he had been suit this flexible, literally, machine but Mor- 
the car was almost uncontrollable on bumpy lying @ very creditable 13th overall, and after ley driving with his usual sense managed an 
Sections. Mike Telford entered his new Opel s0me really spirited driving managed even- eventual 12th “overall, just_ over a minute 
Kicona in group land was rewarded by a tually to finish 22nd. Opels are beginning to behind Colin Malkin in the Group 1 Avenger. 

‘And 50 we inevitably return to Ford. The 
Chris Sclater with Henry Liddon survived many problems throughout the rally undoubted discovery of the 1973 Scottish was 


David Thompson and Martin Welch in 
Escort BDE. Thompson comes from York 
is one of Dan Grewer's protegés. This was 
im fact his very first international event, after 
first showing prominence on the Valentine 
this year when he finished 6th. The car, which 
although painted green, resembles Billy Cole- 
‘man’s somewhat and had a full race 1800 
Cosworth racing engine installed. From the 
start he was in the first 15, getting as high 
@s Sth at one point, before eventually finis 
ing 10th overall, Life was not without its 
incidents for Thompson, for on most of the 
stages he had to push start the car, although 
the reason was not readily apparent. David 
Thompson should not be confused with the 
gentleman of the same name who drives 
Firenzas, 

Paul Faulkner and Monty Peters were out 
of luck yet again in the RS for after making 
& good start the clutch exploded on stage 
34, when he was lying in eighth position 
Moorat brought his RS1600 all the way from 
Hong Kong. It was in fact the car he finished 
second to Culcheth on the Rothmans event 
this year. The smartly turned out car was 
sponsored by Harpers and had David Sutton 
of Clarke and Simpson watching over the 
Service arrangements. Unfortunately Moorat 
was forced to retire after a good drive when 
& head gasket blew after stage 34, Loch 
Eckside. 

Three Escorts to be eliminated quite early 
on were the RS1600s of Messrs Smith, Finlay 
‘and Cowan. First to go was the father and 
son team of David and Les Cowan who 
retired at the end of the second stage when 
their engine seized. Both Irishman Noel Smith 
and Alistair Finlay retired on stage four with 
reported transmission failures. One gent who 
wishes he had never started was Willie Craw- 
ford in the Lothian Sports Cars RS—he just 
could not start the car from Parc Ferme and 
eventually started it after replacing the plugs. 
About 100 yards into stage three the rear 
axle snapped in two and that was that. Cur- 
rent BTRDA Gold Star challengers, Paul 
Appleby and Keith O'Dell had an unfortunate 
event. After a steady start they put in some 
really quick times to haul themselves into 
the top ten when their engine blew on stage 
30, Strachur. 

‘Two teams of Escorts were impressive in 
their turn out. The first was Team Robert 
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_L@@K_HERE IT'S GO-GEAR ! 


4. GULF* 2. TYRRELL 3 MATRA 4. GO-GEAR 5. GRANO PRIX 6. FERRARI* 7. FIRESTONE 8. ROTHMANS. 
Sizes: Large, medium, small. Price £1.10 plus 8p P & P. *Sizes also 30, 28, 26, 24 £1.10 


11. YARDLEY McLAREN 
MAXI CLOTH BADGES -40p phen 3p 0 8 ® CHILDREN'S PLAYSUIT. 


GOODYEAR Orange, black stripe. 
FIRESTONE TWIN OAM Age Price £4 pl 
FERRARI SIMCA 10p P & P. 

BRITISH LEYLAND 

CHRYSLER 

! 

vaLve 12. NEW! NEW! 

Maced EMERSON 
CHEQUERED FLAG LOTUS FITTAPALDI 
sTP BOAC T SHIRTS 
PORSCHE NATIONAL Sizes : large, medium, 


conat m cate UNION JACK PANASONIC RACING 

Yancey! tstanen “"® 55°" eee = 28, 26, 
ARAM! au 8 ROTHMANS. RACING E 

Sontees ‘Yes SPECIAL «Gls BP PAP YARDLEY McLAREN 

SURTEES TS. 9A 3 50p plus 3p P&P 


Please send item no size | enclose cheque/PO value £. 


GO-GEAR (LONDON) LTD. 237 WEST END LANE, 


LONDON, N.W.6 01-794 0345 


Consult THE specialists for your new 
specialist car 


COVENTRY ROAD, NARBOROUGH, LEICS. 
Telephone: Narborough 3212 
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Moss, from Oxford. They entered two cars, 
both’ immaculately turned out for Richard 
‘2 group 2 Mexico, and John Jago, 
a 1300 GT. The service cars were in the same 
‘colours as the rally cars and the whole 
‘seemed to be watched over by a lady 
white Jensen, with “Jeeves” driving. 
cars finished, Woolridge in 16th place, 
Jago winning his class, a first class 
effort. The other team that stood out was 
that of Vospers of Plymouth, who also entered 
two cars, for Chris Wathen and Norman 
Anstis. Again both cars finished, with Chris 
Wathen in 13th place overall after a trouble 
free run. In fact the car that Wathen drove 
was brand new at the start, and-had not been 
driven in anger prior to the event 
Starting at the low number of 122, Steve 
Howard in the Crystals of Hull RS1600, 
fulfilled his promise of recent months by 
finishing a worthy 15th overall. Howard, who 
complained of the effects of flu, half way 
through the event, has had some terrible 
luck on events this year and could be the 
man to watch given the right breaks. Robin 
Langford, who was lying a very impressive 
Tith at Dumfries on the first night, in his 
Langrop Escort RS, went off on Ae 2 but was 
lifted out by spectators. He continued and in 
fan effort (0 regain lost ground, went off on 
stage 26 Loch Achray, and stuck on the 
edge of a fire-break. When Graham Batchelor 
got out the car then rolled slowly over the 
lge to put them out of the event. 
inally the Indies. Rosemary Smith had 
one of her 


the only Blot on’ her Sopybosk came on the 
Very last stage, just two corners. from the 
nish in front ot a large gallery of spectators. 
She lon tt on a tight left and gentiy rolled 
but. before ‘Rosemary ‘and. Pauline “Gullick 
Could stop blushing. they were on thelr way 
Spain, omty to-find that due to a faulty Ania 
clock’ the stage had to be scrubbed. ‘Second 
in the Ladier Award were Margaret Lowrey 
Wright "who conducted. their 2 ltee 
Capel around: successfully, to come in ahead 
of the ‘diminutive Dat of’Sandy Lawson and 
Geunda Eadh i 
"Tne Scottish was much better than any of CA hae 2A Bee 2s SE ee 
lus predecesors, though it is dieult to” bin $ : ndafin on: Siatanee sth 
polm the improvemeats. As soon as the event , 4 
Talshed soma competitors were, describing. I 
the best International event to beheld. 
the country. "A total, of 96 cers eventually 
feached the, Anal control “at Aviemore "on 
Wednesday from just over 190 starters. The 
Mages were rough tn parts, bet they 
irer'Tne RSAC had' coviously listened very 
Carefully to the justified criticism of the 1972 
Evert, for the reaulte system could only. be 
Stecribeg as “ensellent. "raee the, new, Com 
puter Miccopped,eccestonally and ‘retired 
Touple of care thet ‘were, stil running, but 
that, was. soon sorted, "For competitors to 
receive ‘writen. fesuls on heir arcival at 
ther oversight halts was indeed. impressive. 
‘The choice of the Aviemore ‘Centre. turned 
out to bes good one, although the. hotel 
Charges in some. cases "were somewhat ‘high 
crews, for whom the, Scottish 
Jy"en expensive event, bus with, the 
sudition “of “Mitle things, like the” go-kart 
faces at the Anish, most Competitors enjoyed 
the Tectiies the ‘Contre was” able t0 offer, 
barrie Malkin’ won the grand final. of the 
gokart racen, from Mike Hibbert and. Brian 
Eoyle, with “Andy” Dawson fourth! Dawson 
nd ‘john, Foden” had "been ‘the. course’ car 
for the event, deiving ail the ‘stages in an 
‘Avenger, toe ‘very car Malkin used on last : gt 
fears RAC Rally. ‘Theie, job was to check : =“ sce ry 
the arowing ete, and the system of a tulip 
fond book with arrows always at 90 degrees 
worked very well, Finally,” of, courses the 
Geather Yor’ the Scottish "ee ‘usual. made. It 
Tost enjoyable. All Found tis hoped. that 
the RSAC can put the same effort that they 
Sbviously. did. this year, into their future 
Gvents, Wt ‘they Go ‘the’ success of future 
Scottish Rallies is assured and as the Scots 
have a habit of saying, many crews will be 
taing: them sp os te phetsg “Haste ye 
beck 
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Special stage 


edited by lan Sadler 


Register for special stages 


Motorsport Marketing _ and 
Management are setting up & 
5 Stage Register to help 

ly organisers in acquiring 
Suitable stages and to provide a 
measure of control to ensure that 
there is no public inconvenience. 
Motorsport "Marketing and 
Management are, on behalf of an 
as yet un-named sponsor, trying 
to provide a service to organisers 
by compiling a list of all known 
special stages in England, Scot- 
land and Wales. 


Information required from 
motor clubs will be the name of 
the stage, the map number, the 
references of entry and exit, the 


type of surface and the person 
in that motor club via whom the 
‘owner should be contacted. The 
Idea is that the register will list 
stages by areas and when an 
event organiser works out which 
stages he wants to use, he will 
contact the appropriate motor 
club and ask. their permission 
to use their special stage. He 
can then also ask that club to 
Organise the stage if he 30 
desires. This would mean. that 
landowners deal with only one 
person. The landowner would, it 
Is hoped, trust that person and 
know that the stage will be 
properly organised and that his 
land will be looked after. 


Uniflo Cheltenham 
Festival Rally 


The Uniflo Cheltenham Festival 
Rally, new date July 13/14, will 
contain about 70 miles of special 
stage driving, forestry and tarmac 
with just over half of the miles 
in daylight. Besides Esso the 
Cheltenham Motor Club's event 
Ya supported by a new name to 
rallying—Mobelec—who — manu- 
facture a range of electronic 
ignition systems for competition 
cars. One of their si 

be ‘presented 

winner. Th 


Festival 
round of the BTRDA Gold Star 
and Triple “C” Clubmans cham- 


Rally, 


pionships, will start at one 
minute past midnight from South 
Western Vehicle Auctions, Pool 
on Saturday morning and is 
Scheduled to finish early in the 
afternoon at the Golden Valley 
Hotel, Cheltenham. Regulations 
will be available at about the 
middie of this month and entries 
are all first come, excepting the 
first 20 seeds. 


Another race 


‘The top ten, all Ford, drivers 
from the Scottish Rally have been 
invited to take part in a special 

Consul GT 
saloons against a selected team 
of racing drivers at the next Ford 
Sport Day which is Castle Combe, 
Wiltshire, ‘on Saturday. Roger 
Clark is ‘expected to appear but 
Hannu Mikkola’s prior commit- 
ments will prevent the Finn's 
appearance. Mikkola has a Fin- 


jppearance in this 


RAC positions 


RAC Championship _ positions 
after the Scottish Rally are as 
follows: Roger Clark 45 points, 
Jack Tordoff 19, Peter Clarke 8, 
and Bill Taylor, Andrew Cowan, 
Tony Fowkes, Will Sparrow and 
Ron McCartney all with 6 points. 


BRIEFLY . . . - 


© A superb film of the Scottish 
Rally appeared on ITV's “World 
of Sport programme last Saturday 
at 12.55 pm. The film, with 
generous amount of first class 
‘stage action, Produced by 
the “Penny' Make “A Picture” 
film company. A short sequence 
of a car_on the Clunes st 
involved hiring a boat to take 
‘cameras out on Loch Lochy. The 
Intrepid film crew were last seen 
rowing the length of the loch 
after the outboard motor 
packed-up. 


© It is good to see some diver- 
jon on the home front and 

are providing a refresh- 

{in this respect in thelr 
first year of factory-backed com- 
petition activity. Although the 
Scottish Rally results (with « 
Ford walk-over) just about 
destroys the above statement 
completely, congratulations must 
be extended to Colin Malkin and 
Brian Coyle after a superb drive 
for a class win, gaining one 
fastes s¢ time in the process. 


© This Sunday the first stage rally 
held in the East Riding of York- 
shire takes place. North Humber- 
side Motor Club's Autospeed 
Stages Rally will have 18 stages 
within a 20 mile radius of the 
start at Hutton Cranswick. 
Spectator points will be available 
at the start. 


© Topspeed Spares and Accesso- 
ries, of Hounslow, have acquired 
8 Group 2 998 ce Sunbeam Imp. 
The car will be entered by the 
Midland Bank Motoring Club for 
Brian Shipway and Dick Hart to 
drive the car in stage, tarmac 
and home international rallies 
‘The car will be fully sponsored 
by Topspeed and preparation will 
be carried out by Tony Fowkes 
Automobiles. 


© Matcolm Patrick is replacing 
his ex-Risto Kivimaki RS1600, 
which crashed on the Tour of 
Lines, with a 2-litre alloy block 
Escort to use on national and 
international British rallies. The 
car will be entered by Broad- 
speed who will also prepare the 
car. Petrol injection is planned. 


Rally driving mentioned in 
drugs in sports enquiry 


An article in last Sunday's 
‘The Sunday Times under the 
heading of “The freaky world 
of Steroidal Man” reported on 
the use of anabolic steroids which 
are destroying the conventional 
(and genuine) athlete in pro- 
ducing super-strong and grotes: 
quely odd, purpose built 
mutations, to win athletle events. 
The article went on to mention 
the tragic death of the British 


cyclist, Tommy Simpson (from 
an over-dose of amphetamine 
stimulants)—a practice which has 
now stopped. The article then 
made a warning about other 
sports which have not put their 
houses in order concerning the 
use of drugs and first on the 
Sunday ‘Times’ list rally 
driving, The report stated that 
there is serious danger from 
competitors whose judgment is 
clouded by stimulants. 


Other way up—Jimmy Rae's new Escort ended up Uke this after a 


halfshaft failure on the Scottish. 


‘mis-prints seriously. 


“The Scotsman take thelr 


Billy Coleman wins Munster 


Billy Coleman/Frank O'Donoghue 
won the Limerick MC's 25th 
Circuit of Munster Ré a 
three-day daylight stage event 
hheld over the Irish Bank Holiday 
weekend (June 2-4). This was 
Coleman's ‘second win in this 
event in five years, for which he 
took home £250-~some of which 
he might possibly invest in 
tidying up his tattier than 
tatty Ford Escort RS ! Sean Camp- 
bell/Brendan McConville and 
Gerard Buckley/John Caplice in 
BDA-Escorts made it a 1-2-3 for 
Ford, with Mini-Cooper S flyer 
Ron Neely splitting up a really 
clean sweep for Ford by coming 
in ahead of the Escorts of Gerry 
Forde (BDA) and Stee Griffin in 
Maurice Forde's twin cam. 

‘OF the English drivers the best 
placed was John Price who 
brought his Alpine-Renault into 
7th place; but Londoner Peter 


Hilliard was unlucky to go off 
on the Monday while lying 
around sixth, his Escort TC 
ended up in a bog. Another to gO 
off was Eamonn Cotter, who lost 
time with a broken back wheel on 
the very first stage, and in trying 
to catch Coleman he clipped a 


on the Sunday 
BMW-Alpina out of action but not 
too badly damaged, Cotter and 
map man Paul’ Phelan retired 
from rallying to watch the 
Monaco GP on Irish television. 
Alec Poole was another notable 
retirement, losing his little Datsun 
1200 within a mile of the start 
of the very first st 
Saturday, 


‘There were 27 stages in all, 
and only 29 of the 68 starters 
were classified as finishers, 
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Special stage 


John Price in action on ta 


Big entry for Circuit 


A very healthy entry of some 
187 cars will be setting off from 
the Ballyraine Hotel on. Saturday 
first car at 08.45. hrs, sub: 
sequently at 30 s intervals—to 
tackle the first section of the 


Circuit of Donegal International 
Rally, The quality of entries is 
high and the Donegal, with it’s 


extremely demanding fast tarmac 
and loose stages, should be most 
exciting with Jack Tordoff 
(Circult of Ireland winner), Adrian 
Boyd (fresh from a superb 
* Scottish" drive) and last year's 
Donegal winner, Cahal Curley all 
ready to make the pace. 

Those who survive the Satur. 


day run. will restart at the 
civilised time of 11,00 hrs on 
Sunday for the —_second 


section, taking in stages such as 
the Knockall Hill Climb and the 
Atlantic. Drive before the sur 
vivors leave the last stage to 
Grive 10 miles back to the Bally: 
raine Hotel, first car due to 
arrive at about 17.30 hrs 

in all 28 non-Irish competitors 
will “be tackling the rally 
Besides Tordoff, Motoring News 
Rally Champion Harold Morley 
will also be running his Carrera 
along with Ulster Rally Cham: 
pion’ David Agnew who also 
competes with a Carrera. Renault 
Alpines will be in the hands 


of Pat Moss-Carlsson and John 
Price. Other top entries with 
Escorts include, from outside 


Ireland Edinburgh's Willie Craw 


year’s Cireuit of Munster 


of Donegal 


ford, and, of course, “the man 
with the ‘most untidy rally car 
In. Ireland "Billy Coleman. 
‘Amongst. the great assortment 
of makes (BMWs are Irish 
favourites and a large number 
of Mini-Cooper ‘S's are still 
rallied) cores Andy Dawson wit 
Leo Bertorelli's Alfa 2000 GTAm 


and David Hardcastle driving the 
Optrex Opel Ascona. 


First 20 entries : 1, A. Boyd/B. 
Crawford (Escort RS). 2. 'C 
Curley/T.  Harryman | (BMW 
2002 Ti). 3, E. Coleman/F. 


O'Donoghue (Escort RS). 4, J 
Tordoft/P. Short (Porsche 
Carrera). 5, S. Campbell/B. 
MeConville (Escort RS). 6, H. 
Morley/P.. Bryant (Porsche 
Carrera), 7, E. Cotter/R. Murphy 
(BMW 2003 Ti). 8, D. McCartney 
D. Gillespie (Escort RS). 9, R 
McCartney/M.  Ford-Hutchinson 
(BMW 2002 Ti). 10, A. Dawson 
K. Gormley (Alfa "200. GTAm). 
li, D. Agnew/R. Harkness 
(Porsche Carrera). 12, 3. L'Amie. 
Mrs A. L’Amie (Porche 911). 14, 
M. 3. Johnston/I. McFarland 
(Mini-Cooper ‘S’). P. Moss: 
Carlsson/L. _Crellin' (Renault 
Alpine). 16, D. Lindsay/I. Cun- 


fingham (Escort RS). 17, P. 
McCourt/D. Smyth (Escort “TC). 
18, R. Ward/B. Harkin (BMW 
2002 Ti). 19, G. Cree/M. Neill 
(Mini-Cooper’ ‘S). 20, R. 
McBurney /N Wolks: 
wager), 


Colin Matkin and Brian Coyle start 
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‘on SS7, Knockdon. 


ai 


1000 Lakes 


— message for 
British entries 


An urgent message has been 
received from Mauri Lindell, 
Organiser of the 1000 Lakes rally 
Finland has been crippled by a 
national strike this past 4/5 
weeks and all post has stopped. 
Only four British entries have 
arrived on the organiser's desk 
(Brian Culcheth, Peter Clarke, 
David Childes and Chris Clark) 
—many more have become strike- 
bound, Entries must close this 
Friday at noon, 80. all British 
competitors are requested to 
‘phone Mike Broad: Cradley Heath 
68904, 66700 or 67468 before the 
Friday deadline, The lost entries 
will all be accepted at the fee of 
500 Finn marks (€50) and not 
the 700° Finn marks of late 
entries. Even if you have received 
word from. the organisers it 
would be better to be safe and 
phone. 


Cyprus Rally 


Entry forms and regulations are 
now available for the 3rd Cyprus 
International Rally. Counting 
for the European Championship 
for drivers and the Rally Cham. 
plonship for Greece the Cyprus 
Rally will be of 30 hours dura 
tion with a route of 900 miles 
Starting at 10.00 hrs on Saturday 
September 29, the route will take 
cars all round the island. Spon. 
sored by Rothmans, the Cyprus 
Rally will be offering financial 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


assistance to overseas competi- 
tors wishing to tackle this special 
stage rally. Further information 
from: The Secretary, Cyprus 
International Rally, Cyprus Auto- 
mobile Association, PO Box 2279, 
Nicosia 


Heatway XU1s 


Colin Bond, Australian Rally 
Champion for the past two years, 
will be heading the New Zealand 
Holden Dealer Team in the 
Heatway Rally. Co-driver will be 
fellow Australian George Shep- 
heard, Colin. Parry/Lindsay 
Adcock will crew the second car 
‘and the team Is completed with 
New Zealand's Ralph Emson 
with his son, Stephen, 
co-driving. All the Holden Dealer 
Team cars will be Torana XUIs. 


Manx Trophy 


Castrol are sponsoring the Manx 
Trophy “Rally (September 7-9) 
fas the organisers require addi- 
tlonal support to attract European 
entries, Two agents of the 
Organisers will be drumming up 
support from European. teams. 
Alpine is expected to enter the 
rally and. one well known 
European driver will be entering 
with a Porsche Carrera, 


@ ‘The UDT World Cup Rally 
Administration Office has received 


the first paid entry application. 
it is from. Andre Welinski of 
Sydney who, with veteran 
Australian rallyist Ken Tubman 
finished the 1970 Daily Mirror 


World Cup Event in Lith place 


Ten out of ten for Ford 
Scottish report begins on page 14 


Hannu Mikkola in typical style—just two stages before the excursion 


to the 

iver of the Day 

award chose Tony Brise and there was no 
doubt about the convincing way in which the 
young Kent driver returned to form in his 
brand new March 733, winning a relatively 
dull F3 race by 3 s from lan Taylor's similar 


! 
i 
i 
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Forward Trust winners: Mick Hill (left) in 
‘special saloons ; Tony Brise in F3. 


‘The first of the Forward Trust special 
on races, should have had Gerry, Marshall 
fn pole position in the. Thames TV 
but two Taps were all that the engine could 
stand before ventilating a piston, although 
the only flyer was 02 s off Mick Hill's 
record. Hill himself was banished to third 
Fow after running in his rebuilt engine. and 
ie"was John” Turner's Tasman ‘V8. BRM- 
engined Escort which streaked off the line 
first from the second row to draw out a 
food lead into Copse. Brian Cutting’s Martin 
Ne-engined Escort gave chase, and the extra 
litre of the latter took him into the lead at 
the end of the Club Straight from Turner, 
Tony "Strawson's Falcon “V8, Hill and Bob 
Torrle’s Escort-BDA keeping up well for only 
while ‘Tony Hazel 
‘a hefty new rear spoiler, 
ter being second fastest t9 
etic. 
ips Turner pressed Cutting as 
hard’ as he knew how, while Hill looked. for 
away round the Falcon of Strawson. The 
leading “Escort then began to. chuck out 
clouds of oil smoke without losing speed, but 
Turner was in more serious trouble. with 
rapidly-disappearing brakes and had to yield 
to Hill, who swept up from fourth to second 
In one lap. For two more laps. the Capri 
harried the Escort ‘and actually led on the 
Club “Straight on lap'6, only for Cutting to 
outbrake Hill into Woodcote. Hill challenged 
a little earlier the next. time round, and 
Cutting’s failed "to 
come off kept the car under con- 
trol on the outside of the corner. With Hill 
now established in front, the race ran out 
‘more ‘or less unchanged although Turner's 
Complete absence of ‘stopping power meant 
that he had to cede third to Strawson on the 
Jast lap. Hazelwood retired with a chronic 
‘and’ Torrie disappeared soon after 
When the fuel pump stopped doing its job. 
‘The 1300 class began as a fantastic carve- 
up between the Cooper Ss of Tan Briggs, Jim 
John Watts and. the Paul’ ivey- 
‘of Bob Fox. For five laps 
‘swapped places every few yards 
battle which couldn't last. 
Fox, when the oll. pressure 
dropped, ‘but a. lap later Watts and” Briggs 
touched under the Motor bridge and Briggs 
charged the bank very hard, wrecking the 
‘car and being taken to hospital with concus- 
Sion. This left Balmer and Watts ‘who carried 
on as desperately as before. Side by side 
they covered Club Straight on the last lap, 
with "Balmer grabbing the inside line for 
Woodcote. Waits tried to go round the out: 
side but was squeezed out and flew off the 
foad, to collide head-on with Al Hussein's 


SILVERSTONE 


Brise’s convincing F3 win 


exMartin Thomas Cxmaro which had spun 
into retirement early in the race. As Balmer 
crossed the line to win, Watts's car shud- 
dered to a sudden halt against the front of 
the hitherto more or less undamaged Camaro. 
Amazingly, although Watts was taken to 
hospital, he was later discharged with nothing 
‘worse than split knees and chin while Briggs 
too was discharged later in the day. 

‘The Blue Circle cement mod sports con- 
tenders adopted a slightly more gentlemanly 
approach, but the racing was no less flerce 
for all that. A packed grid soon split up into 
warring groups but at the front it lay 
between just two cars, Brian Hough's TVR 
Tuscan and John Pearson's phenomenal 
Jaguar XK120. With much less power at his 
disposal, Pearson was nevertheless det 

beat Hough if he could and 
angles adopted by the Jaguar in the corners 
‘Somehow, 
Pearson held the car every time, even when 
facing the pit but after setting a new 
lap record, the straight-six cried enough and 


piston being 
suspected. The Elan battle for second place 
and the 2-litre class had fizzled out by then 
because Gerry Marshall, in the VRM car, 
found he had a puncture in a rear wheel 
after making a fine start and Jeading Jon 
Fletcher for the first Isp. Marshall looked 
safe in second in the class until he was 
disgracefully carved up by a very slow Hes 
3000, allowing John Evans to nip past. Evar 
threw away his advantage with a spin at 
Becketts a lap later, handing the place back 
to Marshall for the finish, 

Next on the road was Bob Jarvis in the 
potent little Davriandmp, which lifted a 
‘wheel at: Woodcote in spectacular fashion as 
it struggled with Brian Mills in his ex-Ted 
Worswick/Mike Franey/Dave Moore E-type 
and John Miles's Turner ‘Mk 3. Eventually 
Miles and Mills were left behind as Ja 
drove to a 
although he was very lucky since the throttle 
cable broke on the last corner. His nearest 
challenger should have been Johnnie Blades 
in the Clan Crusader but a broken cam 
follower in practice wrought havoc in the 
engine. A hasty rebuild left che motor still 
far from right but was good enough to enable 
Blades to climb through the field, after a 
shocking start when the engine died, to take 
second in class. The 3itre section went to 
the caus Tuscan VS of Ed Stephens 
although he had been led in the early 
by ‘the similar car of John Kerswill, which 
gradually ran out of gears and had io drop 
back. Apart from Pearson and Jarvis, Fletcher 
also established a new class record in this 
splendid race. 

The second Forward Trust special saloon 
vent did not feature a battle for the lead 
since Ray Payne just drove away from the 


Sunbeam Imp and Richard Long's Cosworth- 
powered Anglia. Nash, however, was having 
trouble finding second and fourth gears when 

to draw 


Payne's lead. The Imp fell into the clutches 
‘of Gerry Taylor (Anglia) and Martin Sellicks 
(Cooper S) who originally had Peter Crouch’ 
850 Mini for company until he realised hi 
class lead was so ridiculous, he left the 
Ielitres to get on with it. Taylor, Sellicks 
and the troubled Nash fought furiously over 
the last few laps but on the last lap Sellicks 
‘was held up by a back marker and there was 
nothing Nash could do to pass Taylor, who 
thus took third 

‘The ravages of Monaco thinned the For- 
ward Trust F3 entry a little although the 
English drivers were no doubt happier to be 
back with the wide open spaces of Silver- 
stone. Several eyebrows were raised when it 
turned out that Matt Spitzley had taken pole 


position in his updated March 713M, but 
Fumour had it that his Vegantune engine was 
something special, The American's time was 
58.4 s, while six cars were 0.2 6 slower in 
the order Brian Henton (GRD 373), Al 
Jones (GRD_ 373), John Sheldon (Royal 
RPI1A) and Tony Brise, Mi 

and Ian Taylor (March 733: 
59.0 s were Bernard Vermilio’s Merlyn Mk 
21B and Richard Robarts (GRD 373). Jones, 
after many laps testing earlier in the week 
with a revised nose section, found his engine 
had suffered as a result and it blew up after 
very little practice while Leonel Friedrich 
had a coming together with one of the 
Silverstone rabbits to the detriment of the 
rabbit and the March’ 


Jones who benefited most from hi 


pletely untried new car, was through 
second, followed by Henton, Kuwashima and 
Taylor. Mo Harness, trying’ to make up for 
his poor grid position, entered Becketts 
backwards, and dropped to last of the 21-car 
field before beginning a splendid recovery 
‘which brought the Modus Team Ensign into 
seventh at the finish, Poor Friedrich never 


‘the grid 
ing, less helpfully broke th 


wing. By 
lap two Brise was in front and already. pull- 


ing away, showing the flair which has been 
lacking in many races this year as he threw. 
the March round the corners with Astfuls of 
‘opposite lock. Kuwashima quickly demoted 
Jones and looked the man most likely to 
Challenge the lender but he not only. put a 
stop to his efforts, but to everyone 
‘well, ‘when he spun at Copse on lap’ 8. after 
the gearbox seized, 
Taylor was through to second by now but, 
he might, he couldn't narrow the gap, 


‘explained by Bris increasing difficulty 
in pressing the very stiff accelerator pedal, 
Jones was a good third, the GRD looking far 
predictable in the corners than the 
Marches, while Henton hung on to fourth, 
relieved ‘to finish intact and deserving of his 
championship points, After a first lap spin 
had. relegated him to 14th place, Robarts 
imbed back well and had all but caught 
Superhen at the finish. Spitziey tagged along 
with the Myson GRD to claim sixth with 
Harness snatching seventh from Sheldon on 
the line, the two cars sharing the same time 
34,414 Vermillo and Pedro Puassadore (GRD 
372) who finished toget 
it all Sports GT felds. were as, g00d 
this one, no-one would complain for thet 
‘were sufficient competitive cars to make a 
fine race. Pole position occupant Hank 
Candler in his March 73S-BMW was too 
eager to begin racing and jumped the start 
although Tony Charnell's Gropa-FVC had 
forced its way into the lead by Becketts. 
Uncertain where to brake for Woodcote since 
he scarcely knows the place, Charnell just 
scrabbled round in the lead ahead of Candler, 
John Jordan's McLaren M6B and Jeremy 
Lord's Lola T212. Carving his way up from 
the back after a delayed push- 
Grob’s immaculate Chevron B23, which 
bounded up the lap chart until it was fifth 
‘on lap 5, fourth two laps later and third a 
lap after that. Charnell stayed in front of 
Candler while Lord quickly dealt with Jordan 
to tag along in his smaller-engined car. On 
lap 6 Lord and Candler both passed Charnell, 
whose clutch was beginning to slip at hig) 
revs, and a lap later Lord, forgetting that 
Candler bad jumped the start, made a bid 
for the lead at Becketts which ended with 
the Minilite Lola spinning and dropping to 
fifth, just ahead of class adversary Frank 


continued on page 67 
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John Watson's Mirage is about to be lapped by Larrousse in the winning Matra. 


LE MANS 


Matra’s popular win but 
Ferrari’s big challenge 


By ROBERT FEARNALL and JEFF HUTCHINSON 
Photos by PETER BURN 


Matra came to Le Mans with four cars, Ferrari with three and Gulf Mirage with two. 
All three Ferraris led for some considerable time, but their main challenge from Jacky 
Ickx and Brian Redman sadly failed just 90 minutes before the finish. Until then, thelr 
sick Ferrari had been swapping the lead with the Matra of Henri Pescarolo and Gerard 
Larousse, which was then left with a commanding lead until the finish. Ferrari still finished 
second, the Carlos Pace/Arturo Merzario recovering from a long pit-stop on Saturday night 
to finish six laps behind the Matra with the Matra of Jean-Pierre Jaussaud and Jean-Pierre 
Jabouille a long way behind in third. The third Ferrari of Carlos Reutemann/Tim Schenken led 
the race for five hours before its engine broke, a similar fate putting an end to the Patrick 
Depailler/Bob Wollek Matra when it had just taken the lead. The fourth Matra of Beltoise/ 
Cevert threw a tread on the Mulsanne Straight and that put an end to that car. Both Gulf 
Mirages retired, one being well-placed for a long time. 

‘The Grand Touring car class featured a tremendous battle between the Ferrari Daytonas 
‘and Porsche Carreras. The outcome went to the Pozzi Daytona of Vic Elford (making a return 
to racing) and Claude Ballot-Lena, although Milt Minter/Sam Posey led the class for most 
of the race in the NART car before its engine broke. The Hezemans/Quester BMW was the only 
‘survivor In the Group 2 category. 
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World Championship/ 
round 8 


ENTRY 


Le Mans is a lot more than just_a motor 
race; in fact It Is not even a motor race in 
the ‘current sense. Cars race against the 
clock rather than each other. Each car 
endeavours to cover every inch possible 
between 4 pm. Saturday and the next 


24 hours. This year was something 
special. It was exactly $0 years since thi 
first race or; 


inised by the Automobile 
Club de l'Ouest. Messicurs Lagache and 
Leonard set’ the world alight’ with an 
incredible distance of 1372.5 miles at an 
‘average speed of 57.205 mph at the wheel of 
their. 3-litre Chenard-Walcker in 1923, Army 
searchlights lit the road for the 33. starters 
during the night hours while technical innova. 
tions included front wheel braking but had 
not yet reached the dizzy heights of wind- 
screen wipers. Now, 50 years later, the race 
favourite was another French car, the Mat 
Simca, which hoped to near | somewhere 
around the record average speed and distance 
‘covered by the Porsche 917 of Helmut Marko/ 
Gijs van Lennep in 1971. An average speed of 
138.128 mph, covering 3315 miles, may seem = 
far cry from the modest 57 mph of half a 
century ago, but other than the cars and 
Speeds little else of the magic of Le Mans 
has changed. Reports of 50 chickens, 150 
Eallons of hot soup, 450 bottles of Cham- 
Pagne and unknown quantities of red and 
White wine given away 50 years ago by 
fone concern seem almost laughable now. 
Like then, Le Mans attracts all 
lights of the automotive world, this 
being the proving ground, to the public at 
Teast, of the cers and the associated industries. 
People come from all over Europe, especially 
England, to enjoy the atmosphere of Le Mans 
with its fairground, beer tents and souvenir 
shops, many of them only watching the race 
for a few minutes at the start and again at 
the finish. While for the spectators the Le 
Mans weekend is a “grande vacance” it is 
the most hated date on the calendar for the 
competitors themselves, Cars have to be 
iy prepared, extra people taken on and 
101 other things to worry about if the 
“operation” is to, run smoothly. Most team 
managers admit that often it's a complete 
waste of time even entering the race, but with 
the slimmest chance of winning this race and 
reaping the prestige of a Le Mans win they 
always. come back. 


Heading the 3-litre prototype field in both 
effort and numbers were last year's winners, 
the Matra-Simea/Shell team.” During their 
tight schedule of normal 1000 km racing they 
had found time to build three new chassis 
based on this year's MS670. Called the 670B, 
the latest chassis features 13. inch diameter 
wheels instead of 15 inch, with the rear 
suspension pick-up points altered ro suit. The 
body line is now also lowered, while because 
of the smaller wheel centres the rear brakes 
were moved inboard for increased cooling 

In the interests of reliability the motors hac 
also been given a lower rev limit of 10,500 
rpm and detuned to around 450 bhp. The 
cars also featured a new Porsche-built Matra 
Specified gearbox for the first time instead of 


25 


by night (above). Beltolsé 
Rouge towards Mulsanne (below). 


an Lennep’s, Porsche goes inside lancpain's Chevron inte Mulsanne 
ve). A marshal watches the Jaboullle/Jaussaud March lead 
the’ Schenhen/Reutemar 
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thelr usual Hewland and ZF gearboxes which 
they feared would not last the race, while 
brake discs were changed to solid type for 

of the ventilated discs cracking. Be- 
of the solid discs none of the drivers 

jed with the cars’ braking per- 
formances, but then that should not be too 

rious a problem over 24 hours anyway. 


All French crews were engaged for these 
three cars, Jean-Pierre Beltolse\Francois 
Cevert shared the number one car with Jes 
Pierre Jabouille/Jean-Plerre Jaussaud and 
Henri Pescarolo/Gerard Larrousse in the other 
cars, Matra also decided to play things safe 
‘and run an old-type 670 back-up car as well 
Patrick Depailler/Bob Wollek were chosen to 
drive this car, which was in the same trim 
s the other cars run throughout this year 
other than the Porsche gearbox. Because this 
car did not have inboard brakes a different 
type of alternator drive was also used to take 
Tess load off the gearbox, from which place 
all the other cars’ alternators were driven. A 
disc beoween the driveshaft and gearbox 
Side-plate (like a brake disc) was used to 
drive the side-mounted alternator via the 
usual v-belt, 

‘One very significant difference between this 
car's engine and the others however, was the 
way it was running titanium con-rods for the 
first time in the hope to overcome the rash 
of con-rod breakages these engines have su 
fered all year. This car weighed 715 kg at 
scrutineering compared with the new versions 
which weighed 686 kg. Of the four cars Matra 
entered for this race this could well be the 
only one to finish. Bernard Fiorentino, Simca 
rally ace, was once again reserve driver for 
the Matra camp. 

With the Championship points so critical 
this year Ferran: would no doubt have liked 
to have been able to give Le Mans a miss 
lke they were able to do last year. 
Instead they could not afford the chance of 
Matra winning without a fight so they brought 
‘along three of their" stock ” of Ferrari 312Ps. 
Unlike Matra their cars were the same as 
they had been racing all season although all 
rear brakes were outboard, and with slightly 
changed rear body sections to accommodate 
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the long fast Mulsanne straight. They were 
even longer than those used at Spa, while 
to cut down turbulence the space behind the 
rear wheels was all boxed in. The back end 
of the tail sloped down slightly to leave 
plenty of “working” air around the rear 
Wing, while on the edge of the tail an 
Adjustable lip was also added for fine adjust: 
ment. The nose shape was also. slightly 
altered to accommodate the four headlights 
needed for this race. 


Like Matra the Ferrari engines had been 
given a 10,500 rpm rev limit, and the team 
Were also claiming 450 bhp like thelr French 
Opposition. The extra long exhaust pipes first 
Used at the ‘Ring were still in place which 
upped the torque range quite considerably. 
Drivers in the Ferrari team were the usual six, 
Ickx/Redman, Merzario/Pace and Schenken/ 
Reutemann. 


After missing the previous round of the 
championship Gulf Research Racing were back 
in force with two beautifully prepared Gulf 
Mirage MGs with another car in the back of 
the transporter. Like the others Gulf were tak~ 
ing things very easy and had put a 9200 rpm 
rev limit on the engines in the gears and 
9400 in top to try to make things 
while they had changed their normal Hew- 
land gearboxes for ZF ones, which is what 
Matra had managed to win the race last 
year. To take suspension loads, each box 
was strengthened by four cast-alloy plates 
around the diff case. Making a welcome 
return to the team since his Fl crash at the 
Race of Champions was John Watson 
partnered once more with Mike Hailwood, 
Derek Bell/Howden Ganley driving the second 
with Vern Schuppan nominated reserve driver 
for both cars 

With Porsche so high up the points table 
and in with a very good chance of lasting 
the race, both the two works-backed Martini 
cars had been converted to full prototype 
class as was one of the cars at the Nrburg- 
ing. Plastic body, wide rear tyres and full 
rear spoiler set up, plus a full 3-litre engine, 
made them far more competitive than the 
“normal " Carrera RSRs of which there were 
plenty more for Porsche to hang their hopes 


The Daytona of Veiga/Palma (34) leads the Francorchamps car of Andruet/Bond, a works Capri and the GT winning car of Elford/Ballot-Lena. 


of a GT victory on. Driving the Martini 
Carreras were usual pairing Herbert Muller/ 
Gijs. van Lennep and Reinhold Jost/Claude 
Halal. 


Looking more like prototypes and another 
good chance towards a Porsche win were a 
ir of Porsche 908/35 for usual Toblerone 
ndez/Bernard 
while the 
more tatty-looking second 
Christian Poirot/Jurgen Barth’ 
making its first long distance appearance thi 
year. (Although Barth was also down a 
driver of another 911 as well.) Older Porsche 
905/25 were also being run by Andre Wicky/ 
Max Cohen Olivar/Philipe Carron, and 
Equadorians Guillermo Ortega/F. Merello, 
and an even older Porsche 910 for Raymond 
‘Touroul/Jean-Plerre Rouget 


Lola's hopes lay with Gitanes T7282 
of Jean Louis Lafosse/Reine Wisell. This ha 
now been fully repaired since its Spa crash 
‘and as a result of two similar rear suspension 
failures the car was running with redesigned 
rear suspension. Parallel links replace the 
wishbone set-up of before and the rear anti- 
roll bar adjusting link had been remounted 
on the hub carrier. Like Gulf Mirage the 
Gitanes car was using a similar DFV limited 
to 9400 rpm. A second privately entered ex- 
BIP Lola 7280 was being run by its owner 
Daniel Rouveyran with “Cyprien” and 
Christian Ethuin sharing the driving although 
by the standard of preparation it seemed 
highly unlikely the car would be going long 
enough for them all to get a drive. The only 
other Lola in the race was the 2-litre FVC- 
powered example entered by Jacques Henry 
for himself, Bernard Grobot and watchmaker 
Fred Stalder, Henry no doubt hoping that his 
Stalder-built’ engine would run like clock- 
work. 

Making its first racing appearance since last 
year was the rebodied Duckhams Ford being 
handled by its last year's drivers, Alain de 
Cadanet/Chris Craft. A de Cadanet designed 
longer tail section and redesigned nose sec- 
tion looked about the only significant changes 
—and were. Powering the car was the ex- 
Ligier owned DFV I] series rebuilt by John 
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a Borg and Beck clutch came 
with flying colours. 


Most drivers don’t hope to win the 
Le Mans. They hope to finish. 

Which could account for very nearly 
every car starting the race with a Borg & 
Beck clutch. 

Among the many cars that finished 
~ with one, 24 hours, around 350 laps, 
3,000 miles and over 10,000 
= cearchanges later, was the 
winner. 
And among the many 
other cars that fit Borg & Beck clutches, 
as a matter of routine,you can count every, 
single Formula One Grand Prix car. 

Not to mention eight out of ten British 
production cars. 

Of more practical use, is the fact that 
Borg & Beck replacement clutches are 
readily available to fit almost every car on 
the road. 

Which, in all probability, will include 
yours. 

Ask for one by name. 

After all, you don’t want to end up 
with a clutch that won’t last 24 hours, 
do you? 


oP BORG&BECK 


The original clutch company. 


After 24 hours,around 350 laps,3,000 miles 
and over 10,000 gear changes, 


rough 
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The Elford/Po 


Nicholson_who had built last year's motor 
s0 well. ‘The team were taking things very 
gently and just hoping for another perform- 
fance like last year, but without the late-stage 
crash, 

Three Ligier JS 2s were entered, two works 
ones sponsored by BP France. ‘These cars 
which are as “special” as the Martini 
Carreras, were now fitted with very quick 
and torquey 330 bhp Maserati engines and 
with rising French stars Jean Pierre Paoli 
‘Alain Couderc in one car and F3 star Jacques 
Lattice, who was sharing with “the Boss 
Guy Ligier in the other. 

Unfortunately Alfa Romeo did not feel they 
were ready for a 24hour race just yet 
thelr new flat 12 car, so the only Alfa 
representation came from the Brescia Corse 
fenttered ex-works VS-powered T33/TTS driven 
by Carlo Facetti/Teodoro  Zeccoli/" Pam. 
Although this was a private entry several 
familiar Alfa Romeo faces could be seen in 
the pits lending a hand. 

Two-litre cars completed the rest of the 
prototype eritry, FVC-powered Chevrons being 
run by “Christine "/Roger Dubois/Pierre 
Pagani, Brian Robinson/Herve Le Guellec 
Jose Uriarte and Michel Dupont/Paul Blanc- 
pain. A fourth Chevron entered was a new 
example of Pierre Maublanc/Jimmy Mieusset 
and Barrie Smith, but this one powered by a 
more powerful Schnitzer BMW engine. 

Fastest of all the 24litre-style runners 
(actually entered as a 3-litre) was the first 
fever European appearance of the Japanese 
built and driven Sigma (based on a GRD). 
This Is. a very basic-looking square-sided 
monocoque construction 2-litre chassis built 
privately in Japan. Apparently three have been 
Built and raced, this one the most success- 
fully. It is powered by a rotary Mazda engine 
actually ‘rated at 2292 cc, and although 
Testsu Tkuzawa claims the engine they are 
using is a very much detuned version used 
in the saloon cars it certainly had a lot more 
power than its claimed 260 bhp. Patrick 
Dal Bo was sharing the driving with Tkuzawa 
along with its usual Japanese driver Hiroshi 
Fushida. 

Many people thought that the winner of this 
year's race would come from the GT class 
who would no doubt be dicing with the slower 
prototype if and when the delicate fr 
Tunners dropped out. The same happened xt 
the Daytona 24 hours, so why not here? 

‘This being the situation we had all the 
front-line GT runners entered, plus the top 
American runners. It was not going to be a 
Porsche domination as it had been in previous 
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Ferrari leaves the pits after a night routine stop. 


European rounds. Nine Ferrari Daytonas were 
‘out to do battle with four Chevrolet Corvettes 
‘and eight Porsche Carrera RSs. 


‘The Ferrari works were taking the Daytona 
effort almost as seriously as their prototype 
effort, no doubt realising tht these cars stood 
& far greater chance of being there at the 
finish than the prototypes. Most of the Day 
tomas were running wi red engines 
with a host of Ferrari men in attendance to 
help ‘out if needed. Some engines were 
updated versions from last year and some 
were new, and engine power was said to 
be up around 25 bhp since their Daytona 
appearance. The North American Racing 
Team entered four of these Daytonas, three 
of them in NART colours and a fourth another 
entry taken under the NART wing. Mr Nact’s 
Son Luigi Chinetth was once again paired 
with Francois Migault as at Daytona, whil. 
other NART pairings were Sam Posey/Milt 
Minter and Bob Grossman/Lucien Guitteny 
in the other two Daytona-raced NART cars 
while the fourth was turned-out differently, 
Griven by Luiz di Palma/Nestor Garcia Vega 
from Buencs Aires and managed by Phil 
Hill 

‘Opposition to NART came from French 
Ferrari agent Charles Pozzi who was running 
two immaculately prepared Daytonas for 
Alain Serpagei/Jose Dolhem in one car and 
Claude Ballot-Lena/Vic Elford in the other. 
From England came the JCB backed car of 
Willie Green/Neil Corner, with “Willie 
Eckerslyke” as reserve driver, this being the 
ex-Maranello. car of last’ year. Ecurie 
Francorchamps had entered their usual 
Fisons-backed car for Richard Bond with 
Jean Claude Andruet taking the place of the 
normal co-driver Teddy Pilette who was rac- 
ing F500. This car was the heaviest weighed 
at" scrutineering. Slowest of the Daytona 
runners was the Jean Claude Geurie/Claude 
Grandet, entered by the French Shark Racing 
Team 

‘The Ferraris were all very much alike, but 
for the Pozzi cars which had decided to 
try some small wings hung beneath the rear 
end, while the Pozzi, Francorchamps, Shark 
and three of the NART cars featured front 
fins attached to the front wings. One of the 
NART cars also tried the rear wing devices, 
fo try to. stabilise high-speed handling 
but was not convinced that it did any good. 
Then Pozzi cars were also running without 
brake servos which Elford claimed gave much 
more feel to the car and would hope to 
try to reduce the incredible brake wear suf- 
fered by all the Daytonas last year. But, as 


Elford said, “1 now have incredible muscles 
in my right leg.” Ferodo had also produced 
special bigger pads to cope with this race, 
but they then found that they were the wrong 
width, so all the Ferodo men were working 
their ‘knuckles to the bone modifying them. 


The biggest difference between the Ferraris 
was wres. The Pozzi cars used Michelin 
radials, while the NART cars chose to run 
Goodyear radials to whom they are contrac- 
ted. Also Michelin shod were the Francor- 
champs and JCB entries while the only odd one 
‘out was the slower French car fitted with 
Dunlop crossply. 

Heading the Corvette entry were the two 
BF Goodrich sponsored and tyred 7.0 Chevro- 
let Corvettes tuned and prepared by John 
Greenwood. The quicker coupe version driven 
by Greenwood himself with Bob Johnson and 
John Greendyke, while the hardtop version 
was driven by Ron Grable and Don Yenko, 
The remaining Corvettes were the familiar car 
of Henri Greder/Michel Pienard which they 
were sharing with Marie Claude Beumont and 
the French Ecurle Leopard car of French 
pair Jean Claude Aubriet/ Depnic,” both 
these cars around 100 kilos heavier than the 
better-sorted American entries. 

Running in place of the Martini car as a 
works assisted GT Porsche Carrera was the 
Paris. Distributor SunAuto-entered Carrera 
of Daytona winner Peter Gregg driving 
with Gay Chasseull. This car was fitted with 
Goodyear tyres, while Erwin Kremer's 
familiar Carrera was Dunlop-thod, Kremer's 
works-assisted car being driven by Kremer, 
Paul Keller and Cleemens —Schickentanz. 
Porsche Club Romand arrived with their car 
for Peter Zbinden/Jean Francois Plot, Georg 
Loos was sharing bis car with Jurgen Barth 
as at the Norburgring, while a newcomer was 
Rene Mazzia in his privately emered car 
wah Pierre Mauroy and Michel Mignot. 
Completing the GT Carrera line-up was Jean 
Egreteaud/" Jicahelle,” ag this year de 
Tomaso did not appear at all for reliability 

Six saloon cars completed this year's 24- 
hour race entry, the best for many a year, 
Ford and BMW were ance again the only 
contenders with Ford works outnumbering 
the BMW works by three cars to two although 
2 private Schnitzer-prepared BMW was also 
running but not really in the same league, 

‘The Capris. were basically the same as 
previously other than a lower 10:1 com: 
pression engine for reliability rather than 
fhe normal 11:1. Drivers were John Fitz 
patrick/Dieter Glomser, Gerry Birretl/Hans 
Heyer and Jean Vinatier/Helmut Kolnigg, 
Jochen Mass away at Nivelles racing F2. The 
Usree cars were from Ford's stock of six 
chassis, the Fitz/Glemser chassis being new 
however 

BMW, were only running two cars, most 
of the mechanics seeing their first ever race 
as Jochen Neerpasch moulds together his 
new team. Like Ford, thelr 33 litre four- 
valve engines were de-tuned, but to 10.5:1 
instead of 11:1. Thig gave 360 bhp 
compared with the Ford figure of just on 300 
bhp. BMW had also decided to play safe 
and. ft a secondary ignition system should 
they have problems. Drivers were Dieter 

/Toine Hezemans and Hans Stuck/ 
‘Amon. ‘The non-works car was a 
Schnitzer 3.34%itre CSL entered by Andre 
Wicky, with Walter Brun heading the driving. 


PRACTICE 


Practice was dominated by one thing—che 
Jack of it. It was a mere formality before 
the race. Teams checked gear ratios, bedded 
in brakes and tyres, made minor aerodynamic 
changes, qualified each driver in night and 
Gay practice, adjusted headlights, checked for 
anything out of the ordinary and that was 
about the sum total of practice. 

‘Times seemed to be irrelevant, nobody 
really trying to beat the other ‘but just 
keep within thelr own strict safety limits, 
When at the end of the first day's practice 
from 6 pm to 11 pm the 312Ps of Merzario/ 


Pace, Ickx/Redman were quickest, Matra were 
unconcerned. Merzario had set a 3m 37.5 5 
and Ickx a 3 m 38.5 5 slower than last year's 
3:m 36.3 set by Beltolse’s Matra. These two 
times ended up being the fastest after the 
second day's practice as well, so, quite 
Surprisingly and almost without a struggle 
Matra sat back and let two red Ferraris 
stand ahead of them for the start of the 
race, The third Ferrari of Schenken/Reute- 
mann had taken fifth spot on the grid on 
Wednesday and the mechanics returned with 
the cars to the garage in Le Mans for 
routine engine change. It should have been 
routine anyway. But an urgent message from 
Italy informed them that all the valve spring 
loadings had been set up incorrectly and that 
they were faced with a 24-hour non-stop task 
of re-setting 144 valves. When the cars re- 
‘appeared on Thursday all was well, but after 
‘a couple of laps Redman went missing out on 
the Mulsanne straight. The fuel metering unit 
bad broken and when he eventually returned 
there were about ten minutes left of practice 
Tekx decided to have a couple more laps in 
the car to see if it was running all right which 
was just as well for on his very last lap 
the car stopped a this ime with 
mechanical pump trouble, Had he decided not 
to do these final couple of laps he may well 
have stopped on the first lap of the race. 


Matra’s practice was very much routine, 
Jabouille much happier with his car after the 
Suspension had been stiffened up. slightly 
while the only time anybody looked worried 
was when Cevert stopped a couple of times 
with the engine misfiring slightly. A change 
of contact breaker points finally cured the 
problem and after another couple of laps 
the car was sent back to the je. Cevere 
could have undoubtedly taken pole position 
but nobody thought it worth running the 
engine for another ten laps to find one lap 
without too much traffic in his way. The 
Matrag kept their same engines throughout, 
none of them having been raced hard enough 
to necessitate a change. One embarrassing 
Matra moment however, was when Beltolse 
stopped at the pits for'a wheel change and 
the wheel nut got stuck on. It had been put 
‘on too hard back at the garage and eventually 
the whole front suspension had to be taken 
off in order to remove the wheel still 
attached. 

Gulf Mirage also took things very easy, 
the only drama occurring on the first. day 
‘when John Watson spun at the tricky adverse 
camber way through the new 

not too but the 

wind got under the wing 
ds and lifted the ta 
slammed forward, knocked John on the head 
and damaged che front of the car as well. 
‘All was repairable for the next day when 


Facetti’s Alfa leads Jost’s Porsche and the two Matras through the Esses. 


both cars ran without trouble at all. Bell had 
two flats on Wednesday. 

Wisell/Lafosse did few laps in their Lola, 
bur not without considerable problems. First 
the air box flew off and dented the rear 
wing, then being run with a different 
tail seotion which had the wing supported 
by a triangulated stay arrangement instead 
of the usual two shark fins moulded to either 
side of the rear section. This new arrangement 
Proved even slower. while when reserve 
Griver Hughes de Fierland drove the car the 
rear tyre chunked on the main straight and 
Whipped a great gash in the rear body panel. 
The next day only managed a few. laps 
before the oil pressure suddenly disappeared 
and the car was pushed back to the paddock 
for a new race engine. 


Chris Craft and Alain de Cadanet were 
not looking very happy with their Duckhams, 
the main problem being high speed stability. 
Apparently the front nose section was work- 
ing too well and creating so much down 
Pressure that the car was almost riding on 
the bump stops down the main. straight 
Smal “spoilers” taped to the nose to try 
to reduce the pressure did not seem to help 
too much, and both drivers were mot too 
happy about the idea of having to “drive” 
the car all the way down the main straight 
for 24 hours. The brakes were also heavier 
than they had liked, but this was the least 
of their problems. 

The works Ligiers were having similar 
aerodynamic problems and were adjust 
Ing or removing completely thelr rear wing 
assemblies. Despite these problems they were 
Quicker than the Porsche Carrera prototypes 
The Martini cars were not without problems 
either. Mainly the fact that they were slower 
than they had been at the April test week- 
end. The reason was put down to extra 
drag of the large all-round rear spotler, but 

they were now all neatly integral moulded 
Sections it was not possible to try them with: 
out, Evemtually van Lennep found the cars 
went a little better with less wide rear tyres 
which were subsequently fitted to both cars. 


seconds covered the prototype 
eras, Ford Capris, Ferrari 
and BMWs after practice, so it 


looked as though things were going to be 
very close between this section of the field 
The more powerful Ferrari engines ensured 
that the Daytonas were not going to be left 
behind by the Porsches and Capris as hap- 
pened in April testing. 

The quickest Corverte was around 4 6 
slower than the Ferrari Daytonas, while the 
second Goodrich Corvette in ‘more 
Serious trouble. While trying a new differen 
tial on the street Don Yenko managed to 
stick the nose of his car into an oncoming. 


line of French traffic which seriously 
damaged the side of the Corvette and resulted 
in. Yenko's daughter being taken off to 
hospital for three stitches to her head. After 
a really hard effort the car was repaired in 
time for the race but then was thrown out 
by the organisers who had already told the 
third and slowest Ligier drivers thet they 
could ‘take its place. The excuse was the 
contravention of some obscure regulation 
covering road, testing. 

The Ferrari Daytonas were not having an 
easy time in practice. The NART men were 
complaining that their cars would not rev 
properly while drivers complained of other 
Daytona bad handling and Andruet went off 
into the Armco in the Francorchamps car at the 
same place ag Watson. The front of the car 
was badly damaged but repaired for Thurs 
day's practice during which time the main 
problem was trying to get the lights pointing 
in the right direction, 

The Juncadella/Bagration Chevron B23 was 
suffering lots of problems with neither driver 
doing much on Wednesday although they did 
manage to qualify on Thursday. The Robinson 
Chevron was in trouble on Wedne 
the head gasket rok 


1300 FVC had been Installed, eithough eg_& 
reserve car they didn't get a’ race. Ford and 
BMWs" practice was very much routine, both 
teams fitting race engines on Wednesday 
night. 

Most of the GT Carreras had a trouble-free 
practice session, Kremer’s Wednesday prac: 
fice coming to an abrupt end when his 
engine blew up and caught fire as the oll 
sprayed over the hot exhaust. A new engine 
was fitted for the next day's practice and 
the race as scheduled. Brun damaged the 
slowest BMW against the chicane Armco. 

The complete list of times recorded by 
‘each car is as follows with the driver record- 
ing the fastest time named first. Those marked 
with an asterisk were reserves and did not 
start 


Smith (2.0 Chevron BMW 


2 
# 
3: 


‘soresb/Keller (25 Perscne 9135) 
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crowded start area. 


RACE 


‘After the three beautiful practice days dark 
clouds gathered over a warm Le Mans as the 
cars were gradually assembled on the pit front 

rt. Two cars even stood 
in anticipation of forthcoming 
rain, but as the teams moved the final spares, 
food, drink and other necessities into the 12 ft 
by 6 ft concrete BOxes that were to be their 
homes for the next 24 hours the sun was 


led around for the warming 
the flag dropped it was 
Redman 

hanging back and keeping the rest of the left 
side of the two-two grid behind him. By the 
first corner after the pits Merzario had pulled 
out several lengths and he appeared over the 
hill and down into the Esses a couple of 
hundred yards before Cevert, Pescarolo, 
Schenken, Jabouille and finally Depailler came 
fairly close together. The two 

came next with Bell and Hailwood 


lightly, while Redman was 
next way down in fe. The Facetti Alfa, 
and Craft Duckh ye next with the rest 
‘well strung out. The Grossman/Guitteny NART 
Ferrari stopped to change a puncture from 
the rolling start and Dubos made a brief stop 
from the rolling start as well. 


By the end of the first lap it was obvious 
that’ Merzario was out to play the hare 
which was planned by the team to try to 
break the Matras. He pulled out several 
seconds but Cevert was not taking the bait 
and simply cruised around 

Ferrari to disappear into the 
‘As Merzario went through the Esses he was 
hard on the brakes and then back on the 
throttle in great foot-fulls and it became 
pretty obvious to even the most uninformed 
Spectators that the rest of the field were not 
even trying to catch him as they eased off 
the throttle much earlier and cruised through 
the same section. This went on until lap 12 
when Merzario finally stopped fur more fuel, 
and not surprisingly brake pads, and Cevert 
Went ahead, until his stop. The race had 
Barely started before cars were in trouble, 
Hallwood was trying to change gear without 
‘a clutch from the first lap onwards and finally 
stopped at the pits to have the clutch adjusted 
‘which dropped him well down, while the Jost 
Martini Porsche had gone missing on the 
first lap eventually appearing late to have its 
gearbox sorted out. Amon was in trouble with 
his BMW stuck in fifth gear and was going 
very slowly while the Ford copy book was 
also blotted when Birrell retired his second 
place Capri involuntarily at the back 

Circuit after a bolt had come loose 
distributor and cut the engine dead. 
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The Fisons Daytona of Andruet/Bond and the works BMWs of Amon and Quester pass the 


finally returned to the pits and was put into 
the Koinigg/Vinatier car. 

Tkusawa stopped to have his wheel nuts 
checked, unhappy with his Sigma’s handling, 
‘while the Dubos Chevron B21 was in trouble 
with a misfiring engine and eventually dis- 
appeared soon afterwards having stopped out 
on the circuit, The Gitanes Lola and Duckhams 
car were in trouble fater half an hour, 
Lafosse with a broken throttle cable which 
cost him three laps while Craft's problem 
was more serious. The rear wing was produc- 
Ing so much down pressure on the tail section 
that it had cracked it down the centre and it 
all started to flap about. Craft found his 
mirrors pointing at the engine and was forced 
to pit for repairs, the rear wing removed 
completely to start with while he then made 
fa series of pit stops to have things repaired 
and modified, the car slowly getting quicker 
after each stop. 

By the end of the first hour all the leading 
cars had made their first fuel stop, Merzario 

ing re-taken the lead when Cevert stopped. 
Pescarolo, Jabouille and Schenken were also 
closely bunched in the next three places with 
Depailler taking Schenken shortly after 5 pm, 
while Redman was determined to be there at 
the finish and was driving very gently behind 
Bell who had gone ahead to take seventh 
place. On lap 17 Redman was even lapped by 
Merzario who was still not easing up. 

Both the works Ligiers were in trouble 
early on, the leading car of Ligier himself 
‘coming to an early stop just after one hour 
while holding a strong 10th place ahead of 
all the GT cars and the two Carreras, The 
‘engine was overheating badly and the car 
Spent a long time in the pits before eventually 
retiring a few laps later for the same reason, 
having made several more stops in an attempt 
to cure the problem and refill the radiator. 
The second car came in during the midst of 
all these dramas after Jean Pierre Paoli had 
managed to shunt the front and rear of the 
car quite badly, the offending hanging bits 
were removed and a spare moulded half front 
and rear section taped over the damaged 

reas and it continued strongly, but an hour 
back by this time 

‘Shortly before the two hour mark there 
was complete chaos in the pits. Both the 
Schenken and Redman Ferraris stopped 
together for refuelling while in the Matra 
camp someone had succeeded in bringing all 
four cars in at once. Cevert carried on for a 
third stint. while the rest of the Matras 
changed drivers. Pace had taken over from 
Merzario but retained his lead from Cevert, 
while only the third Matra of Larrousse was 
Still on the same lap, the first three cars 
having completed 31 laps. Following the 
routine stops, the order behind saw Wollek 
now fourth just over a lap behind the leading 
Ferrari with Reutemann and Jabouille behind. 


Ickx also joined the race on the same lap 
as these three but almost a lap behind. The 
two Mirages were both circulating a steady 
eighth and ninth, Hailwood going well afte 
his earlier trouble, but the Mirage good 
fortune did not last. 

‘Shortly before 2 pm Bell brought his lead- 
ing car in with only fourth and fifth gears 
working. Ganley got in but never even left 
the pits for the box was then stripped to 
reveal a sheared main input shaft, a job that 
was to take the next 4 hrs 15 mins to repair 
before the car got rolling again. 

This was also.a sign for the leading Ferrari 
to run into trouble, after 31 laps of leading 
the race, Pace stopping the leading car after 
just a few laps of his stint. He pulled out 
his cushion and threw it out of the car while 
he followed it and had water poured down his 
backside which was burning from petrol 
Jeaking into the cockpit, Merzario got ready 
to take over again while Pace went to chang 
but it was a long time before the Ferrari 
rejoined the race for the reserve tank had 
split and it had to be completely replaced 
Before they could re-start, six laps down, 
‘Then Merzario took over and he flew, catching 
and passing the leading car (although still 
‘some laps behind) and setting a new record. 

Cevert found himself holding a comfortable 
lead ahead of team-mate Larrousse who was 
being caught by a dice between Wollek 
Reutemann. At Ickx’s next routine stop there 
‘were @ few worried moment 
lifted the tail section to investigs 
Which seemed to cure itself although Brian 
had reported that the car was showing 
charge on the ammeter sometimes. The car 
Started on the battery OK however and the 
car sounded OK next time around. Should it 
be a repeat of practice nights fuel metering 
unit and mechanical pump problems each car 
was equipped with a tube and sucker to 
take fuel from the tank and try and squirt It 
down the Injection trumpets by hand to get 
the car back to the pits. Oh yeah ! 

it was Matra's turn for trouble shortly 
before the third hour, but unlike Ferrari it 
was not the leading car. On lap 43 Jaussaud 
‘was driving and dropped from his sixth plact 
after being long overdue he finally limped into 
the pits with the front left wheel hanging 
‘over to the left. Apparently the tyre had 
thrown its tread down the Mulsanne straight 
‘and at that speed the flailing rubber chewed 
front wing and broke the wishbone. 
‘was rebuilt in the pits but dropped 


‘Another spectacular, but more permanent 
exit from the race at this point was the 
Greenwood BF Goodrich Corvette. The engin 
let go down the Mulsanne straight, but th 
car ‘was not very well placed after several 
stops to change tyres before this. 

Behind the leading 3-litre prototypes the 
Zeccoll/Facetti blue Alfa Romeo was holding 
‘a steady sixth at the three hour mark, his 
position varying according to the changing 
fortunes of the quicker cars. The Muller/van 
Lennep Carrera was changing places with 
the leading 2-litre Chevron of Maublanc and 
the Toblerone Porsche 908/3 of Fernandez/ 
Cheneviere, these three also being involved in 
the exciting battle with the G2 and G4 cars. 
‘The Glemser/Fitzpatrick Capri was doing an 
excellent job in holding down the Ferraris 
‘and keeping some distance ahead of the 
Quester/Hezemans BMW. 

‘Very little separated the GTs. The Minter/ 
Posey Ferrari seemed to have the edge on the 
other GT cars but when that made a 5 m pit- 
stop at 930 pm, it dropped down to 
fourth in class. The advantage was then taken 
‘over by the Elford/Ballot-Lena Daytona, their 
Pozzi team-mates Serpaggi/Dolhem having @ 
fraught pit-stop at 6.42 pm when an ov 
enthusiastic fire marshal doused the engine 
in extinguisher when it began to smoke. How: 
ever they were still within a couple of laps 
of their leading team-mates, who had not 
much in hand over the quickest Porsche, that 
of Gregg and Chasseuil, which was involved 
in a close battle with the Migault/Chinetti 
Daytona with the Carreras of Loos and Keller 
within striking distance. It was all so close 
that the places were changing continually 
when routine pit-stops took place and at this 


FROM LE MANS- 
TO THE RUSH HOUR RACE TRACK 


Thank you, H._ Pescarolo- Lar 
Frases (hss Sinvos)., A, Morzarte 
C. Pace (Ferran), J.-P. Jaussaud 
JP. Jabouille (Matra-Simca). First, 
‘second and third on Goodyear tyres 
in the 1973 Le Mans 


Yes, Goodyear’s success at 
Le Mans justified yet again our 
complete commitment to the 
international racing circuit. It 
is, ina sense, our main tyre 
laboratory. The place where we 
test all our ideas for new fabrics 
and new tyre constructions. 


This year at Le Mans, for example, 


we were testing a totally new 
kind of racing radial. 

These tests will ultimately 
help us develop better family car 
tyres. And when Goodyear bring 
out a new car tyre, you can 
be quite sure it will cope with 
the toughest conditions of the 
suburban rush hour racing 
circuit, because that same tyre 
has already been tested in a 


similar prototype by most of the 
world’s top racing drivers. 
Take the Goodyear GB00S 
anes Racing experience 
ed develop it~a tyre so safe 
eas strong we actually landed 
an aeroplane on it. It represents 
a considerable advance on most 
steel-belted radials because it’s 
the only one with polyester. 
Polyester makes for greater 
flexibility, better handling and 
a much more comfortable ride. 
This, of course, is just one 
‘of many Goodyear innovations. 
To see the full range, just visit 
your local Goodyear dealer. 


GOOD; 
TYRE 


EAR 
WER 
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Hairy moment at Tertre Rouge as the Quester/Hé 


stage every second counted in those pit-stops. 
Biggest surprise in the GT class came from 
French Porsche of Egretaud which was up 
to second in class at one stage but around 
10 pm that made a long pit-stop with clutch 
trouble, The Francorchamps Daytona of 
‘Andruet/Bond was making good progress until 
‘a long stop to change brake pads put it well 
down the running, but the JCB Daytona was 
going extremely well amongst the leading GTs. 


Back among the leaders, the next drama 
unfolded around 8.40 pm when leader Jean: 
Plerre Beltoise brought the Matra in for an 
unscheduled stop. Like the other car earlier 
the front left tyre had given trouble and the 
suspension was damaged, although it was 
beginning to look as though perhaps the 
suspension was giving trouble as happened 
to both cars at Monza. This cost the leading 
Matra eight laps and dropped It down to 10th 

Suddenly the battle that had been 
between Depailler/Wollek and 
Schenken/Reutemann now became even more 
desperate and when the Beltoise car stopped, 
Wollek was leading the race by a few seconds. 
‘The Larrousse car had a lengthy routine stop 
to change brake pads but still held third 
place at this ‘with Ickx/Redman closing 
up the gap. 

Depailer’s lead did not last very long. 
however, for just under an hour later the 
car rolled to a stop at the end of the Mulsanne 
straight with a seized engine, after the oil 
pump had broken. Once again the sc 
tipped in favour of Ferrari who filled the gap 
with the Schenken/Reutemann car. Pescarolo, 
Larrousse held second place, but before the 
end of the seventh hour the Ickx Ferrari had 
moved into second place and the steadily 
driven Gulf Mirage now third. Pescarolo, 
Larrousse Matra lost almost two laps in the 
pits having a problem gearbox sorted out, and 
was now down to fourth. The Merzario/Pace 
Ferrari and the Beltoise/Cevert Matra con 
tinually picked up places after their long 
stops, Cevert getting a new record before 
midnight at 3 m 396 s. 


With the leading Ferrari two laps clear of 
the Matra and Ickx one lap ahead it looked 
fas though we were in for a spell of Ferrari 
domination, while the Mirage had dropped 
to fourth place after Schuppan had stopped 
to have a new ignition spark box fitted. This 
was to be the least of his worries however, 
for at Tertre Rouge shortly after midnight he 
slid wide into the barrier and the car over- 
turned, Luckily marshals around got him out 
without any injuries but the leading Gulf car 
‘was well and truly out of the race, the second 
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mans BMW laps Rouveyran’s Lola while two Matras of Pescarolo and Jabouille lap the BMW. 


The Kremer/Schich 


fone some 4 hours in arrears. 


‘Stil the lead was very close fought after 
nine hours, for with Schenken/Reutemann 
a lap ahead of Ickx/Redman they were in 


turn only two laps clear of the Pescarolo, 
Larousse car. Both the leading Ferraris 
had given their pit a heart attack when first 
Schenken and then a few laps later Ickx 
jopped reporting that the oil pressure light 


was showing up, but the gauge itself was 
reading OK and they took no notice of it 
Slowly the Alfa Romeo was climbing 


higher and higher up the leader board and 
when the Mirage went up it was placed fourth 
still only a modest eight laps behind the 
leader. Beltoise/Cevert were recoving fast 
from their earlier stop and were already up to 
Afth just behind the Alfa while sixth was the 
prototype Porsche from the Merzariu/Pace 
car, After all their earlier problems Merzario, 
Pace had worked themselves back to fifth 
place ahead of the Alfa but. then lost more 
time having a faulty clutch changed shortly 
after midnight. 


ntanz Porsche heads the Greder Corvette into Arnage. 


By midnight the casualty list was high. The 
2ulitre cars had all fallen by the wayside 
within a couple of hours of each other, Junca- 
della stopping at the end of the Mulsanne 
Straight ‘with no drive from the gearbox, 
while the Maublanc Chevron and the Henry 
Lola suffered engine failure. The 3-litre Lola of 
Rouveyran lost over an hour in the pits early 
on with gearbox trouble, retiring at 8.30 pm. 
‘The leading Ford Capri of Fitzpatrick/ 
Glemser which had run like a charm then 
lost’ an hour around midnight when 
broken valve springs had to be replaced, 
The other remaining Capri was also in trouble 
a little while later when the fuel tank had 
to be replaced after the vent bottle had been 
removed before the filler side and the pressure 
split the tank. This dropped the second Capri 
way out of contention, the car finally dropping 
out around dawn anyway when a valve gave 
trouble and it would have meant a head 
rebuild to fix it. The Sigma was another 
car in the pits more frequently as the race 
wore on. First it was ignition problems and 
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NGK Spark Plugs... 


The Clean Burners! 


There’s ample reason why NGK wide range Fires Up Any Engine! 
spark plugs burn clean, carbon-free and 
foul-proof. It’s a unique copper core that extends 
further into the firing end to rapidly dissipate 
heat. Plus superior ceramics and a tough nickel 
alloy tip that burns off carbon before deposits 
can form. No overheating, no fouling 


We especially recommend NGK BP6ES spark 
plugs for use by owners of the Renault R-16 
series, Saab, and other European-made 
automobiles 


NGK 


SPARK PLUG CO., LTD. 


UK DISTRIBUTOR 


Lester SimM 22 Burwell Road, London £10 7G Tel. 01-556 6805/6 
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eties 


Leaving the picturesque 


Jacky Tekx laps the Aubriet Corvette as they pass the fairground on Saturday evening. 


then for a long time with loose axle stubs 
‘although the car was finally pushed away in 
the middle of the night when the clutch went. 

The majority of the Daytona and Porsche 
runners were still going well with no let up 
between the NART/Pozai battle, while when 
these cars made pit stops it was often the 
Porsches getting to the head of the GT class 
‘The GT Carrera of van Lennep/Muller car 
was going like a train but the other car was 
out when it ran out of petrol! 

‘At 2.35 in the morning the leading 
Ferrari was a surprise retirement. With 
and water temperatures reading normal a 
rod let go in the chicane before the pits and 
the car was pushed away almost at once. 
‘The Duckhams and Gitanes Lola cars had been 
frequent visitors to the pits, the former with 
two broken throttle cables, a wheel bearing 
damaged, dying electrics and other assorted 
problems before it finally give up the struggle 
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round half distance when the transmission 
fas said to have failed ‘out ‘on the circu 
The Gltanes car also had hub bearing failure, 
Tectrical trouble and” transmission, trouble 
Stopping. soon after midnight. for over thes 
ours, while just about. al the clutch and 
Operating mechanism “was changed. Dut it 
Rally pave up the struggte lke tne Ducknama 
Stil with half distance yet_to be reached 
the Matra, camp sufered another blow whea 
they lost Beltolse for the second time when 
re threw lts thread and broke the suspen. 
Sion, this time the rear left, but after it bad 
Heine guard ai. At ‘aif “distance lex 
Redman were. still only two laps ahead. of 
the "Pescavulo/Larrousse ‘Matra, while the 
Gd Alfa, of Facet) was, sull” running 
Hike clockwork and was in third place nov 
tight laps’ in arrears ‘of the. Matra. Pace 
Mersario made" a long’ stop to change the 
Ustch and’ another’ ‘when the brake 


‘snes, goes the Goodrich Corvette having been lapped by a Ferrari and Matra. 


ads were welded to the disc, but still 
Worked up to fourth place, again another 
two laps. behind. The — Jaboullle/Jaussaud 
Matra was now running quite well after its 
long stop and by half-distance It was up 
to 17th despite another 10 m stop to sort 
‘out lighting problems, 


The Carrera prototype of van Lennep/ 
Muller was running like a train and had now 
established itself In a firm place, behind the 
Selitre Ferrari and gradually pulling clear 
away of GT cars, In the GT class, the Minter/ 
Posey Ferrari was back on top before half- 
distance, the Elford/Ballot-Lena Daytona 
having lost its class lead and 10 m while 
brake pads were changed shortly after 1am, 
That. gave the Porsche Carreras of Gregg 
and Keller their chance to establish the class 
Until the NART Ferrari caught up, and then 
after half-distance Grege’s car lost quite some 
time in the pits with a punctured front tyre, 
minor front suspension repairs and problems 
with the left front brakes were being sorted 
The other Porsche was still going great guns, 
with Keller/Schickentanz staying with the 
jeading Daytona until 6.35 am when ft spent 
18 min in the pits while the brake pads were 
changed. Three Carreras had retired, those of 
Piot (broken gearbox), Bayard (piston) and 
Zink (accident) and gearbox failure put an 
‘end to the Geurie Daytona. 

With the Ford Capri of Glemser/Fitzpatrick 
delayed so much, the BMW of Quester/ 
Hezemans had a secure hold on the G2 
category, but all that was left at before 6 am 
when brake caliper needed changing and 
as the piston had stuck, it cost the BMW 
enough time to drop three laps behind the 
Capri and lost them the index of performance 
‘The Stuck/Amon car was going extremely 
well. After the Vinatier/Koinnig Capri 
retired, it was time for the second BMW to 
go out as well, Stuck retiring the damaged 
BMW at the pits when he went into the sand 
at Indianapolis trying to avoid a spinning 
Ferrari Daytona. After many stops before 
hand the remaining works Ligier arrived with 
a left rear tyre punctured which was changed 
but the car blew up later. 

Around § am the Gulf Mirage effort came 
to a not altogether unexpected stop when 
Ganley stopped out on the circuit with a 
broken engine after it had been pouring out 
smoke a few laps before. But there were 
worried looks in the Ferrari camp as the 
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clouds which brought light rain on the far 
side of the circuit blew away to give a 
sunny day. The leading Ferrari's engine note 
Sounded flat and it sounded worse and worse 
as the morning wore on. Meanwhile the 
trusty Alfa, that looked as though it might 
‘even win the race at one stage, stopped at 
the pits for 1 hour 20 minutes to have its 
gearbox. rebuilt, before stopping again to 
change the clutch and then suffer fuel pump 
trouble. 

But all eyes were on the Ferrari and after 
Redman took over for his routine stop, the 
sad sight of it returning to the pits came at 
S minutes after 9 am. A broken exhaust 
pipe had to be changed and at the same 
time the rear tail section was ceplaced after 
a hinge had broken on the other. Great 
cheers went up as the Matra took the lead 


{in the pits the same lap however. 
had run out of rear brakes when the pipe 
‘on the caliper had broken and leaked out 
all the fluid. The Matra was off again a 
few minutes later, just ahead of the Ferrari 
still to the delight of the crowd, while Redman 

it very sideways exiting the chicane in 
fa bid to close the gap. 

Redman circulated around 16 s behind the 
leading Matra, but when Ickx took over he 
was only out for a few laps before making an 
unscheduled stop to report a fuel leak, the 
same as Pace's split tank the day before. 
Ickx did not get going again until 25 minutes 
later and it looked as Matra were 
going to be able to cruise the rest of the 
‘way home, albeit for another four and a half 
hours. 

Such is 


1e magic of long distance sports 
car racing for once again the tables turned 
in Ferrari's favour, for when the Matra 
‘stopped to make its routine stop it did not 
leave the pits until 20 minutes later. A 
jammed starter motor was the problem and 
this put Ferrari right back in the game. 
‘More eetirements came in the GT class on 
Sunday morning. Just when Veiga was about 
to take over from di Palma, the car stopped 
out on the circuit at 8.15 when holding 
fourth place in the class, probably having 
run out of petrol. Then ‘Ballot-Lena’s car 


OVERALL POSITIONS HOUR 


BSELERESIEL 


eeruese useessanes 


icra) Eero 
‘Sein /Rocner 


unscheduled stop for brake 


Daytona with Minter at the wheel 
past the pits dispensing hordes of 


‘making a long stop 
in the early hours of the morning when he 
made a tong stop to repair a broken exhaust 
Pipe and jammed front brake caliper, while 
the Gregg car was having front’ brake 
problems which caused i fo have many 
stops and then the engine went off and Gregg 
toured round slowly for the rest of the 
race, With Posey/Minter out of the running, 
Elford and Ballot-Lena had the GT class 
wrapped up, with the second Porzi car of 
Serpaggi/Deihem picking up to second with 
all the other retirements. 

In the Group 2 class, the lone Capri with 
hich Fitzpartrick and Glemser had put in a 
stirring struggle to lead the Group 2 class 
on Sunday morning, finally dropped out at 
10.40 am with a broken con-rod, which handed 
the class to the BMW of Quester/Hezemans, 
‘who could afford to relax seeing they were the 
only Group 2 contenders left 

‘Another brief stop by the leading Matra 
‘at _mid-day put the Ferrari even closer, all 
Ideas of making the car last going by\ the 
board for it was obviously going to be a 
race to the bitter end. With two hours to 
go the Matra was just over a lap ahead of 
the Ferrari. The second Ferrari had been run- 
ning well since dawn and with Pace doing most 
of the driving had closed to within four 
laps of the number one car. The Martini 
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Carrera was still running trouble free in 
fourth place a further 16 laps down 
‘but with no room to let up for the Jabouille/ 
Jaussaud Matra was quickly hauling them-in 
Jabouille had already got ahead once but a 
20 minute stop on the circuit before mid-day 
dropped him behind again. The trouble then 
was a packed-up coil which cut the engine 
dead on the circuit, but a spare fitted to the 

it back to the pits. The Cheneviere/ 
Fernandez Porsche 908/3 had been running 
very steadily throughout the night and after 
a long stop very early on in the race because 
Of battery and fuel injection problems, he 
worked his way up to sixth. 

"With less than 90 minutes to go the leading 
Matra was lapping in very quick 3m 48.05, 
and then it was all over. At 2.28 pm Ickx 
brought the Ferrari into the pits very slowly, 
where the mechanics took a brief look under 
the back then immediately pushed the car 
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First in the world 


ROTHMANS 
INTERNATIONAL 


Luxury length. 
Specially tipped 
with high-point 
damascene gold. 


In Rothmans International you 
enjoy the best tobacco that money 
can buy. Rich, mellow and exquisitely 
smooth~superb in every sense. 


EVERY PACKET CARRIES A GOVERNMENT HEALTH WARNING 


The Cablon radials. 
” 


se LEE 


They're ready for you. 


In 1964, Kleber made the first experimental 
Cablon-belted radial tyre. Now, in 1973, we're 
selling the first full range of Cablon radials 
to British motorists. 

What took us so long? 

The design and launch of any new tyre 
takes time: but the Cablon radials aren't simply 
new tyres. They're the biggest single 
breakthrough in tyre technology since 
radials were invented. After Cablon, tyres 
will never be the same again. 

Cablonising 
is a technique 
perfected by 
Kleber. It allows 
us to exactly bond modern, high tensile 
fibres to tyre rubbers. 

For our first Cablonised radials, 
we chose a glass-fibre. By 1969 we had tested 
several thousand Cablonised radials at our 
test circuit near Miramas, France, and over 

hundreds of 
thousands of miles 
of Europe's roads 
and motorways. 
We hada 
cooler, lighter 
tyre than ever 
before. (Glass- 
fibre is one- 
third lighter than steel tyre cording and 
pound for pound is stronger. It loses heat 
faster: the tyre was already outlasting any 
other we tested). 
We had a tyre that absorbed brakeloads 


Kleber Tyres Limited, Pump Lane, Hayes, Middlesex. Tel 01-68 O25, 


evenly, sat flat on the road, gripped better, 
slipped less, handled crisply and cut 
hardly at all. (We'd confirmed our lab 
estimate — Cablonised glass-fibre is more 
resilient than steel 

tyre belting). 

We thought we had 
a winner on our hands. 

And by 1971, when a 
set of Kleber Cablon 
radials won their first 
international rally, 
we were sure of it. 
We've gone on winning 
rallies ever since. 
The V10 GTS wide, 
Series 0.70 Cablon radials hit Britain 
in March of last year. Hundreds of you 
bought them, drove them hard and 
heartily approved. 

That's why we’re now offering a full 

range of the greatest tyres we've ever made: 
the V10 GTS Cablon for GT cars, and a 
range of standard width tyres, the Kleber 
V10 Cablons, 
to fit just about 
every popular car 
in the country. 
(Call any Kleber 
dealer). 
Cablon tyres 
will change the 
world of motoring. 
And wasn’t that 


worth waiting for? 


Fabulous Formula 
ovvetche 


Lancer's new Sportsboat presents a whole new dimension in powerful, practical offshore race and pace. Much more than an exciting new craft 
a New International Standard. 331t. of balanced, luxurious no compromise Touring Power Boat. Undoubtedly one of the fastest production 
craft afloat the Corniche Express is developed from an award winning hull form proved in thousands of miles of Ocean Racing and ultra fast 
touring 

‘A Revolution," “Impeccable manners and almost unbelievably smooth handling qualities" are but a few of the acclaims of the Expert Boating 
Press. A Corniche Owner out to watch the International Cowes-Torquay race found himself in trouble with race officials for overtaking the 
competitors, If you don't believe it then accept our invitation to try any model. The pace. stamina and style of Lancer are more than superficial. 
Immensely strong carbon filament reinforced monoqoque construction, water tight bulkheads, armoured tanks and fuel systems 
pumps and tire extinguishers, keep the Insurance Companies as happy as the owners at approximately £105 per annum Comprehensive Cover 
The amenities and comfort are complete. Deep reclining seats, hand stitched contoured upholstery, tinted wrap round screen. sun mattresses. 
stereotape, optional luxuriously fitted single or double berth accommodation for two with all amenities if required. 
Maintenance costs are virtually nil. Power pack installation by Mercruiser provides rugged, reliable power with standard attributes of power 
trim, power tilt and. if required, the unique Mercruiser power steering. combined with the efficiency of the Lancer Hull form, running costs 
are on all time low. The twin 188 h.p. model for example turns in well over 30 knots at less than 70°. power using only £2.42 per hour, on the 
lowest grade fuel. Sixteen cylinders lurking in the engine bay are just waiting for an excuse to push your speed past the 40 mark. Vibration 
and whisper quiet. The standard model range provides from 30 to 65 knots. Each model fully equipped and is delivered from £3,950 


Why not call or write the factory for the fullest details and the trial in a new dimension of speed and power and unequalled pleasure. No other 
medium opens up such new horizons of practical excitement and offers the opportunity of reaching them with such unequalled speed. safety 
‘and economy. 


Finance, mortgage and part exchange facilities (even on cars) are available. Demonstrations in Lowestoft or London at your convenience. 


ZA 
LANCEK MARINE LIMITED 


BROADLANDS BOATYARD - OULTON BROAD - LOWESTOFT - SUFFOLK UK tei: LowesToFT 63441 Telex: 975 122 
Cables: SEALANCE LOWESTOFT 


Purely personal 


“Proof that the G3 
regs must be wrong 
shows when one realises 
that neither Lotus 7 
nor Morgan Plus 4 

is eligible” 


By BOB CONSTANDUROS 


‘A newcomer to any sport bas difficulty in 
following it, and the prospect of lots of 
Identical cars chasing round a circuit with 
Seemingly identical drivers must seem con- 
fusing to the newcomers to ours. The fact 
that you and I know Joe Bloggs should easily 
blow off Fred Nerk may be apparent to us, 
but not to the newcomer. 

‘At Snetterton the other week, we were all 
back to that newcomer stage when a whole 
lot of drivers descended on us in the person 
of the Formula Renault contenders, and we 
had no idea who should beat whom, and who 
were the aces and who the also-rans. That 
Was until the numbering system came to be 
‘explained. It was all very simple. Number one 
was the championship leader, number 2 second 
and so on, What happens when someone has 
Scored no points at all, as in 90 per cent of 
all championship events, you may ask? Well, 
that’s also simple. The places in which they 
have finished are added together and they 
provide the second half of the numbering after 
the point scorers have been dealt with. If you, 
as an organiser, have got the top 20 in 
‘ championship round, you should be pretty 
happy, and it should’ not go against your 
confidence, if the local wide boy claims his 
entry was in before the championship leader, 
to have much pleasure in naming him first 
reserve. The champion's entry, however I 
Is the most important. 

1 don't claim that this system is without 
problems. What happens to the hundreds of 
Classes in some championships ? How can you 


depend on championship leader Nerk to drive 
from Bath to 


ydwell in the pouring rain when 


entry, justifying an on 
number one? 

There is a way of getting rid of many of 
these doubts in this system, and that is by 


Prodsport grid fillers include G1 saloons below and. 
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having a representative of each championship 
at each meeting. This will ensure entries are 
or ‘aren't. kept, and perhaps clubs could 
organise entry refunds for those cancelling at 
the previous meeting. This would ensure more 
accurate previews from the likes of this staff, 
more accurate programmes, and ultimatels 


more satisfied customers, who know whi 
they are coming to see, instead of hoping. It 
will lead to a better Informed press, public, 
and spectator. When they get to the trac 


they know who is the hot shot, how he is 
doing, and the fact that number 43. is third 
is quite a turn up for the books. Furthermore, 
the event sponsor would have a voice to the 
press and commentator, and might then be 
fable to promote his championship as it should 
be promoted. 


Small manufacturers’ 
prodsport class? 


Now that all the fuss has died down, perhaps 
we should reflect on all that “500 models a 
Year” nonsense, I am, of course, referring to 
the Clan affair which excluded them from 
entering the field of prodsports. If you have 
ever seen a “field” of prodsports, you will 
realise that this class of racing needs all the 
entries it can get at the moment, for while 
the Idea may be good, the entries are not 
How is it, then, that In two short, and some- 


special saloons leading the de Tomaso and Porsche Carrera. 


times fraught, years 1 has risen to the heady 
heights of RAC saloon car championship, 
while G3 occasionally needs other racing 
classes to bolster to. respectable 
numbers? For once, both STP, 
the championship sijonsors, and MCD, the 
promoters, have bungled. Why ? 


A brief resumé of lone or two of the class 
entries gives some ifdication of the formula 
doldrums. Take the sthallest class for instance. 
A host of Spridgets With the very occasional, 
‘and usually outclasted, Honda $800, The 

pression given by fhat sort of field is that 
there are no other wprthwhile sports cars for 
the money available iq Britain from established 
manufacturers. We'll ome back to that point 


8, we have a Porsche 
jery race, although now 
‘by Chris Meek's de 
Ire's every. good reason 
Fr thelr product for if 
‘of money to buy eithe 

aso, here is the ideal 
je two. Fine, but what 
land some of the other 
luxury. class offerings which we were pro- 
mised by the promotprs. Equally, in the two 
middle classes, there|s a smattering of Loti, 
fan all conquering ‘}R6 and a few MGB: 
Notably missing fron the lower classes are 
any evidence of foreign cars, which is where 
Gi gains so much efcitement, and so some- 
thing must be done tp get a full grid. 


However, most impbrtant of all these points 
is that in this country, we are very fortunate 
in having a host of [small sports car manu- 
facturers. These igclude Davrian, Clan, 
Ginetta, Mini-Jem, Dptton, TVR and Trident, 
and to my mind, it }s these names that we 
should be promoting, and not the mass 
produced products of Longbridge and Coventry 
‘Which have had it so gasy for so long. Further 
more, if the big mankfacturers were given a 
good’ run for thelr fnoney, they may think 
Sbout improving theif product in some way, 
so that they weren'’} given this thrashing, 
which I personally would expect in two or 
three of the classes. [Group 1 is a showcase 
for makes; why shopldn't the lower classes 
of Group 3 be likewide? 

However, proof, as| far as I am concemed, 
that the G3 regs must be wrong. shows when 
one realises that neither Lotus 7 nor Morgan 
Plus 4 is eligible fdr this class of racing, 
neither model being] produced in sufficient 
fumbers, despite the| fact that they've been 
in production for 1p years. Barring such 
cars from a class racing which 
Gesperately needs entfies seems fairly stupid, 
and my solution to| the current situation, 
‘would be to allow ih the smaller manufac- 
turers, even if only jin separate classes. At 


least this would ars ‘numbers, possibly 


& Porsche or a de Ty 
way of comparing 
happened to Ferrari 


“improve the breed" as our forefathers 
referred to it, and st Save prodsports 


from going the F100 


Ed 


Road test 


For the man who wants the last word in 


sports cars, a mid-engined machine is 
essential. Racing single-seaters are built to 
this configuration and so the mid-engined car 


must be right! Most of the existing road cars 
with central power units have fairly serious 
practical disadvantages, but the demand is 
Insistent. It is thus of great interest that 
the famous Maserati firm, which has tend 
to be somewhat conservative of recent years, 
has now placed an advanced mid-engined 
coupé on the market. 

The Bora is propelled by the well-known 
four-camshaft V8 Maserati engine, of 4.7-litres 
capacity in this instance. It's about the right 
size for a V8, very large examples general 
being less smooth, and with four overhead- 
camshafts the Maserati unit peaks at 6000 
rpm, developing the splendid output of 
310° bhp. It actuates the big ZF S-speed 

farbox and limited-slip differential through 
| Borg and Beck 10} in clutch. 

‘The combined steel body and chassis is 
suspended on wishbones at both ends, with 
coll springs and anti-roll torsion bars. The 


Bora— beautiful and useful 


brakes all have ventilated discs and the 
operation is by the Citro&n high-pressure 
hydraulic system. This also moves the com- 
plete pedal assembly fore and aft and raises 
or lowers the driver's seat which, in conjunc 
tion with a steering wheel adjustable in both 
directions, ensures a perfect driving position 
for all but the tallest drivers. The retractable 
headlamps are also raised by the hydraulic 
pressure system, but the engine-driven pump 
is not used to operate self-levelling suspension, 
as on the Citro#n. This Is perhaps because 
the minute ground clearance makes hard 
springing essential, 

The body is one of Giorgio Giugiaro’s most 
spectacular efforts and he has actually 
managed to include @ front luggage boot. of 
Useful size; the spare wheel is on top of the 
transmission where it 1s well out of the way. 
This body is about the ultimate in luxury 
two-seaters but the three-quarter rear visibility 
might be better and the almost flat rean 
window must be kept very clean, while the 
whole rear “glasshouse” sometimes mists up 
and can only be cleaned by opening the 


by John Bolster 


bonnet. The engine is reasonably accessible 
when a second cover has been removed but, 
in a car of this calibre, a better under-bonnet 
view and a show-finished power unit would 
appeal to the more discerning buyer. 

‘The Maserati is extremely low-built but the 
wide doors give surprisingly easy access to 
the seats, The engine is probably the smooth- 
est, quietest, and most flexible V8 yet made, 
excelling even the best Americans and the 
Rolls-Royce in these respects. Only the 
subdued burble of the exhausts hints that 
this is an engine of Grand Prix ancestry, 
though the way it spins straight up to 6000 
rpm without a tremor might also provide a 
clue ; the sound insulation is remarkable, apart 
from’ occasional tyre rumble, 

The car is claimed to be capable of 175 mph 
but this would entail excessive over-revving 
on fifth gear. Actually, the gearing is spot-on 
and one can just about reach peak revs ont 
‘a very long straight but excessive revs cannot 
be attained, even under the most favourable 
conditions. As this is equivalent to 168 mph, 

is fast enough for most people. 

140 mph Is an incredibly easy crul: 
ing speed, things get a bit more hectic abo 
150 mph.’ The machine tends to be deflected 
by gusts of wind and though the steering 
is quick enough to cope, one must guard 

ist the danger of over-correction. Probably 
some sort of spoiler would be advisable if 
such velocities were habitual. What is so 
Impressive Is the way the car can be felt to 
accelerate in fifth gear after one has changed 
Up from fourth at ‘over 140. mph, 

The steering is wonderfully responsive and 
very light at speed. Even during town driving 
& never becomes heavy, in spite of the huge 
tyres and the considerable weight of the cai 
but there is no power assistance, The Bora 
very compact and it has a light-alloy engine, 
so quite why it is so heavy it is difficult to 
say, though it feels immensely strong and 
tough. Nevertheless, the cornering power is 
phenominal and this is one mid-engined ci 
in which the theoretical advantages are 
realised. ‘There is no skidding or screaming 
of tyres and the machine simply rushes round 


corners with all the treads glued to the roai 
As the suspension is rather hard, the car 
may be put slightly off its line by a series 
of bad bumps. 

The brakes feel just like those of a big 
Citro#n, though there is an orthodox pedal 


instead of a button, and the braking power is 
immense, with never a sign of fading. On thi 
other hand, the parking brake is feeble t 

point of illegality and should be re-des 

forthwith. The ride is somewhat hard and the 
travel of the suspension is short but it does 
not seem to hit the bump-stops, even on ill- 


The body is one of Giorgio Giugiaro’s most spectacular efforts and he has actually managed to include a front luggage boot. 
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The engine is reasonably accessible when a second cover has been 


removed. 


made country roads taken at speed. 
It pays to get to know the gearchange, 
especially as the gate Is unusual with first 


Off to the left, against a spring, second and 
third in the middle with no bias, and fourth 
and fifth out to the right, again opposing 


Spring pressure, Actually, much driving is done 
in England using second and third gears only, 
so this arrangement is quite logical. From 
walking pace to over 110 mph. these two 
gears suffice, with fierce acceleration always 
on tap. The gearchange is as quick as the 
hand can move and quite light if engine 
Speeds are correctly- judged. The ham-fisted 
Griver may feel some baulking of the synchro- 
mesh but one assumes that @ pilot worthy of 
Such a car will heel-and-toe as a matter of 
course, especially as the pedals are conveni- 
ently placed for it. Similarly, the clutch pedal 
needs fairly firm pressure, but its angle is 0 
‘Well calculated that this is soon forgotten. The 
Rear ratios are ideal, suiting the engine admir- 


ably, and have much to do with the very 
Special character that the Bora has. 
This Maserati Is much, much more than a 


millionalre’s toy and I would be delighted to 
Use it, year in year out, as my sole means 
of transport. I must admit, however, that I did 
not drive very fast in the dark, the retractable 
headlamps lacking ultimate range while the 
angle of the screen seems to affect night 
vision. Personally, I would like to see still 


ST 


more Citrofn know-how used, by adopting 
those marvellous lights that turn with the 
steering. Other points of criticism are the 
fuel consumption—this is comparable with the 
thirst of other ultra-high performance 
monsters, unfortunately—and the ventilation, 
which cannot supply cool breathing air while 
the heater is warming the feet. In spite of the 
refrigerated air conditioning. the whole system 
is a bit of an afterthought, it would appear. 


Perhaps a two-seater that uses twice as 
much petrol as a five-seater saloon is not the 
most logical form of transport, but you can 
be too sensible, can't you? The sheer joy of 
putting 310 bhp into the road without wasting 

y of It, of flicking the car through curves 
at three-figure speeds with that sensitive little 
steering wheel playing in the hands, of feeling 
the torque of that silken-smooth engine from 
1000 to. 6000 rpm—all these are things which 
the average driver will never experience but 
they are What real motoring is all about 

‘The Maserati Bora has its imperfections but 
they are the faults of genius. Already, it 
shows us that the mid-engined sports ‘car 
could become the ideal businessman's express, 
instead of a mere playboy's tart-rap. With a 
bit of attention to the night vision problem 
and a better view astern, the Bora could be 
one of the world’s truly great cars; it Is 
already one of the most beautiful. 


The steering (s wonderfully responsive and very light at speed. 
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Driving position is perfect for all but the tallest drivers 


Jean-Pierre Jarier on his way to yet another nine points in the F2 championship in the STP March-BMW. 


NIVELLES F2 


Jarier and March again 


By IAN PHILLIPS 


Photos by PHIPPS PHOTOGRAPHIC 


Nivelles belonged to Jean-Pierre Jarier and the STP March-BMW last weekend. In the seventi 
round of the European Championship his winning of the F2 championship race was inevitable 
from the start of unofficial practice. He had two cars lo choose from in practice and put them 
both on pole position; after a fumbled start in the first heat he took over the lead from 
Jochen Mass’ Matchbox/Fina Surtees after seven laps and for the remainder of the meeting 
never looked like being beaten. He took maximum championship points for the fourth time 
in six starts and there is seemingly very little chance of anyone overhauling him in the 
championship now. Mass took second overall after putting in a superbly determined drive in 
both heats hampered in the first heat by tyras and then overheating in the second, which 
made the margin bigger than it deserved to be. In a weekend when the BMW engines really 
came into thelr own to a rather monotonous degree the Brian Hart BDAs jn Mass” Surtees 
and Andrea de Adamich’s Brabham were the only Ford based engines which could get 

where near matching the German engines. Third place overall went to Vittorio Brambilla's 
March-BMW while the similar cars of Mike Beutler and Colin Vandervell took fourth and 
fifth with Dave Morgan's Chevron-Wood B25 taking sixth. 

The Lotus 74 Texaco Stars finally made their debut but were plagued with engine 
unreliability. Ronnie Peterson qualified fourth quickest, a second slower than Jarier, and 
Emerson Fittipaldi eighth and in the race both cars reached fourth place before retiring with 
engine problems. However for the first ever running the cars are obviously not far off the 


mark and can be expected to be fully competitive after some development work. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


This year’s ludicrous F2 calendar containing 
22 events means that inevitably some cham- 
pionship races clash with other major 
attractions. The basic championship round at 
the Belgian Nivelles circuit was unfortunately 
Scheduled for the same weekend as Le Mans. 
‘The French classic took away a large number 
of F2 regulars including the whole of the 
Usual Rondel line-up and both the regular 
Elf-Coombs drivers. Of these men Patrick 
Depailler and Bob Wollek are lying second 

id third in the championship respectively 
id missing the race could harm their already 
slim chances of catching Jean-Pierre Jarier. 
Wollek in fact was present for unofficial 
Practice on Friday and came to an agreement 
‘with the organisers that he could start from 
the back of the grid if his Matra failed at 
‘Le Mans early on. 


‘The new Belgian circuit was playing host to 


4 


the F2 circus for the first time in its short 
history and following two days of unofficial 
practice only 26 cars were fit to take part 
in _the two qualifying sessions of Saturday. 

Those that fell foul of the free for all 
sessions were the Pierre Roberts GRDs of 
Sten Gunnarsson and Rolf Skothag, the latter 
having done a deal with Picko Troberg to 
drive one of the cars in Reine. Wisell's 
absence. Following the race at Kinnekulle 
the cars had been kept in Sweden for pro- 
longed testing at Mantorp Park. The Racing 
Services engines were then rebuilt in Sweden 
prior to Nivelles and unfortunately they 
managed to blow them all up before any 
official times were taken. 

Roger Williamson demolished his spare car 
on the Friday also having a monumental 
aceident at the hairpin when the brakes failed 
at the end of over a quarter of a mile's flat- 
out driving. The Aeroquip hosing to the rear 
beakes split as he applied the pressure and 
the fluid just shot out. With the fronts locked 


on Williamson tried to get round the corner 
but the car went straight on at full tilt through 
three lots of safety fences and then through 
the spectator fence before coming to a 

a few yards short of a great concreti 
Roger was lucky to 


‘on the bridge of the nose. The 
took the impact extremely well but was 
damaged badly at the front so he was 

with his race car only for the weekend, 


turday like the previous two days was 
warm and sunny and some really quick tim 
were expected. Following his unofficial times 
the day before nobody was surprised to find 
Jean-Pierre Jarier on pole position, His 
Saturday best was 1 m 14.12 s which only 
upset the Frenchman as he had done a 13.6 5 
the day before. (This equals the best March 
Fi time at the circuit a year ago). He put the 
“ slowness" down to oil on the clrcult follow- 
ing a SuperVee session. To play safe he also 
took the spare car out in the morning 
(Beltoise’s chassis) and did 1m 14.32 s which 
just happened to be second quickest of the 
day. As it turned out this was a wise move 
‘as in the second session he buzzed the BMW 
engine of his car over 11,000 rpm which it 
was thought might have damaged it and with 
no spare available he had to use Beltoise'’s car 
for the race but retained his pole position. 
Obviously there were mutterings about his 
car and engine from envious competitors but 
the secret seemed to be that he was just 
making the very best use of the braking and 
roadholding characteristics on the 732. Hi 
approach to the hairpin was just unbelievabl 

he braked at least 10 yards later than 
one else before flinging it round the corner 
1d using all that German torque to get him 
away quickly. It was a great sight. 

Destined to play second fiddle throughout 
the weekend ‘was Jochen Mass in. the 
Matchbox/Fina Surtees-Hart TSLS. Surtees 
hhad been at the track since Wednesday tyre 
testing with Firestone, producing what Jean 
Mosnier described as" “very. satisfactory 
results, which will show at Hockenheim and 
Rouen.” For this weekend though Jochen had 
to make do with what was already in exist- 
ence. John Wickham reported that three 
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different compounds were being tried on 
Jochen’s car with a fourth on the second car. 
Despite going through left hand front at an 
incredible rate and over revving his engine 
once, Mass was happy (“as I always am”) 
with the car. The TS15 was sporting a side 
mounted oil radiator for the first time while 
on Friday a repositioned wing and engine 
cover were tried but without any noticeable 
improvement. Mass set his time in the after- 
noon recording a 1m 

‘A. rather surprisi quickest was 
‘Andrea de Adamich using his gaily coloured 
Fina sponsored Brabham-Hart BT40 for the 
first time. He was the only other driver to 
break the 15 s barrier when he went round in 
14,76 s In the afternoon. This was a welcome 
performance from Andrea and from the BT40 
Which has been so disappointing up until now. 

‘The cars which everyone was really 
Interested in though was the new Lotus 
Texaco Star. Both cars turned up and it was 


Ronnie Peterson who was quickest of the two 
posting a very competitive 8. Colin 
Chapman, Peter Warr and engine builder 
Glanni Pedrazzani were on hand t6 witné 


the first ever running of these new cars: 
first F2 cars from Lotus since 1970. Not only 
was the chassis new but the engine was also 
making its first appearance in F2. Neither of 
the drivers was too complimentary about the 
handling of the cars which it was thought 
was too soft for the rather bumpy circult. 
ly torsion bars cannot be churned 
‘and those that were 
‘available so not 
that department. 
Pedrazzani's Novamotor developed Lotus 
Delite 907 engine seemed to perform well 
however all through the range _alth 
Emerson Fittipaldi suffered an internal bre 
‘age at the end of the first session and Pete 
son a head gasket failure in the second. 
Emerson also said that some extra power 
‘would be found later on although it was quite 
satisfactory as it w 


the first time this year he had a By 
engine behind him. Although he had not 
completely shaken off the ‘flu which had made 
him quit the Mid-Ohio F500 race he soon 
settled into the groove and did a 15.05 = 
before an Alan Smith mill was re-installed. 
Just 0,01 s slower was Vittorio Brambilla who 
continues to show good form in his Bel 
March-BMW which suffered only slight over- 
heating problems. 

Colin Vandervell was on the verge of going 
home after two unproductive days unofficial 
testing’ with his March-BMW. The engine 
totally refused to rev properly even when 
geared down, After a big showdown on Friday 
Hight the car was stripped and put back 
together and luckily the problem was found. 
‘The coll had been wired incorrectly to the fly- 
wheel which had restricted the revs. With it 

Il put back together properly Colin wound up 
venth fastest with 1m 15.27 s although 
he had hoped to break the 15 s barrier. He 
thought that the wiring problem probably 
caused. the problems he’ experienced at 
Hockenheim and Thruxton, 

‘The reigning world champion Emerson 
Fittipaldi was next up having (like team-mate 
Peterson) his first F2 race since Brazil Inst 
year. His Texaco Star (Lotus type number 74 
Chassis number 2) got round in 1 m 15.32 5 
before a piston went in the engine. The sole 
spare was fitted but not in time for the second 
Session, Mike Beutler was next up with the 
Clarke-Guthrie March-BMW prepared by Brian 
Lewis’ outfit. He did 1 m 15.38 s before the 
head gasket blew which left him in some 
doubt about the race worthiness of the engine 
for Sunday. Tino Brambilla had the first 
Schnitzer prepared BMW engine in his Beta 
March and did 15.64 s before clouting the 
Armco and denting the tub. The hammers 
‘were out in double quick time however and it 
Was repaired for the race. He was quite happy 
With the engine which appeared to be the 
qual of his works mill. Jacques Coulon is 
how running on a rent-a-deal with March in 
F2 backed by Antar but as his car could not 
be prepared in time he had to use the spare 
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Early dice in the first heat: Vandervell leads 
4 distant Pryce. 


works chassis. In the morning session he did 
fone lap in Bill Gubelmann’s car as Jarier did 
his thing In the works cars. In the afternoon 
hhe soon got into the groove with the Beltoise 
chassis and got down to 15.69 s. After Jarier 
over-revved his race car he took over Coulon's 
and the Antar got Jarier’s misfiring 
model, 

Hiroshi Kazato, surely the best Japanese 
driver yet to appear in Europe, was the sole 
‘Team Nippon/GRS International runner this 
time with his GRD-BDG 273 and his 15.91 s 
was the quickest time of the Griston runners. 
However for the third time in succession he 
blotted his copybook by spinning into the 
barrier causing major dents in the tub. His 
‘enthusiastic Japanese mechanics worked very 
hard and made it immaculate for the race. 


Wilson Fittipaldi was next in the works 
Brabham-Wood BDA BT40. He had some 
trouble with the Goodyear tyres in the first 


session and then an oll leak from the engine 
in the second but just broke into the 15 s with 
@ 1m 15.92 8, Roger Williamson did an 
identical time with his Wheatcroft GRD-BDG 
273. His sore ankle from Friday's excursion 
made braking a little dificult and for the 
first time his driving seemed a little subdued. 
He was also in tyre trouble finding that the 
left hand fronts were wearing badly and had 
to change the springs and dampers for the 
‘afternoon as the car was too soft. The car 
incidentally is no longer run by GRD but 
smartly prepared by the team’s own mechanics 
Rick Ollvant (ex-Surtees) and Trevor Foster 
(ex-Gerard). 

Brett Lunger was back in Europe for his 
first stab at F2 this year with a semi-works 
Chevron B25 fitted with an old 1850 Hart 
engine stretched to 1930 cc by Alan Smith. 
‘After his dismal showings in F2 last year 
Brett was anxious to show some of his 
‘American F500 ability in Europe. He had to 
work hard for his 15.9 s but was over the 
moon with his car, although was missing out 
in the bhp department. Just failing to break 
the 16 s mark was Tom Pryce who was 
making his F2 debut in the Rondel run ex- 
Scheckter Motul-BDG M1 sponsored by Chris 
Meek's Titan Property Group. Pryce acquitted 
himself well and impressed everyone with his 
very smooth handling of the car while doing 
2 16.08 s. He too was happy with the car 
although thought it lacked a little in the way 
of active horses. 

David Morgan was next up on 16.19 5 
having missed most of the first session in the 
Ed Reeves Chevron B25 when the Wood 


Beuttler, Williamson, Morgan, V, Brambilla and 


engine suffered internal indigestion. In the 
Second session he had to run year-old tyres 
for the most part before he could got some 
two ply Firestones. There has been much 
tweaking of his Chevron since Pau but he just 
did not have time to get. it all sorted out 
properly. John Surtees hired the newest of the 
Matchbox/Fina TS15-Harts to Belgian hill 
climber Willy Braillard who It just so happens 
is a Fina sponsored driver also. He drove 
sensibly and did a 1641 s which was quite 
respectable for a first F2 outing. Silvio Moser 
turned out in his Marlboro TSi0 once more 
but never looked like setting the world alig! 
fon his way to 17.30 5, Bill Gubelmann moved 
‘awhy from the anchor position this weekend 
in his smart March to do 17.87 s, Brendan 
Melnerney’s GRS run GRD-Racing Servic 
had sagging oll pressure so he took it gently 
although he managed at least half a dozen 
spins at the hairpin before he stalled it and 
gave up on 17.96 s. Bob Salisbury came out 
for his first foreign F2 race in Bob Gerard's 
Surtees-Hart TS15 which had the usual tyre 
problems while getting to 18.53 


One of the biggest surprises in the paddock 
wag the arrival of the first F2 Royale. troni- 
Catly long time works Royale driver Tom Pryce 
was also having his first F2 race but In a 
different chassis. The Royale was for SuperVee 
king Manfred Schurti. The car is in fact an 
Interim chassis developed from the Atlantic/ 
F3 which will be superseded in a month by 
‘a brand new RP20. It was only finished on 
‘Thursday fitted with an RES BDA but the 
engine and gearbox both gave a great deal of 
trouble in practice and in just half a doz 
laps Schurti got down to 19.15 s. The engine 
refused to fire at all for the second session 
and despite changing everything it was not 
untila complete new spark box was fitted 
minutes before the start that it went properly. 
Claude Bourgoignie turned up for his first 
F2 race of the year at his home circuit. He 
had last year’s GRD 272 sponsored by 
Marabout, fitted with a brand new Broadspeed 
2litre BDA, but numerous small problems 
restricted him to only four laps and 19.40 5. 
Roland Binder turned up yet again with hi 
Brabham BT36-Racing Services but his engi 
seem {0 catch misfires like people get @ 
common cold and he popped and banged 
around in 19.76 s. Another BT36 was handled 
by British hillclimber Bob Marsland fitted with 
a Hart BDA. His unfamiliarity with F2 
meant he did not know the 110% qualifying 
rule and his 24.88 s was not good enough to 
get him on the grid. 
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‘A short session on Sunday morning saw 
both the Texaco Stars out with Peterson 
suffering a small water pipe failure. Other 
cars took advantage of the session which was 
thought to be exclusive for the Lotus men and 
after much childish arguing the session was 
halted. Gethin’s fresh Smith engine proved to 
be troublesome when fired up and so Paul 
Owens and his men started a demon quick 
change. They completed it but some swarf 
in. an. overtightened metering unit union 
stranded the car on the track on the warming 
up lap so Gethin did not start. 

‘Coulon had to move to the back of the grid 
with Jarier’s car as he had not practised it. 
It still had a mysterious misfire despite the 
might of BMW checking it thoroughly. Bob 
Wollek arrived hot foot from Le Mans and 
iso took station at the back. 


HEAT 1 


So 25 cars lined up under cloudy skies for 
the first of the 28 lap heats. Ir was Jarier 
who just had the edge when the flag fell 
but he fumbled his change up into second 

1 Mass shot through to the lead. At the 
end of the first lap it was still the Surtees 
with Jarier close in attendance. Already a 
short way back was de Adamich with Emerson 
shooting up to fourth. He had the lucky break 
fat the first corner when F3-type pushing and 
shoving saw Tino Brambilla shoot over Dave 
‘Morgan's front wheel and clout the Armco. 
Kazato had to go off to avold while William- 
jon drove over the inside kerb and grass. The 
confusion meant that the group behind 
Emerson were already fairly well behind. 
Vandervell led this lot with V. Brambitl 
Peterson, Beuttler, Williamson and Morgan 
chasing. Moser led the next batch from 
Braillard, Pryce, Wollek, Schurti, Coulon, 
Binder, ‘Lunger, W. Fittipaldi, Gubelmann, 
Melnerey, Bourgoignie, Kazato and Salisbury. 

‘On lap two the leading duo detached them- 
selves even farther but if anything Mass was 
pulling away slightly as Jarier was unable 
to hold the Hart engine on the straight. By 
lap five though Jarier was really in the groove 
and caught right up. For three laps he tailed 
the Surtees before nipping inside at the hairpin 


March then pulled away rapidly to win by 
nearly 10 5 as Mass had to slow a little when 
the front tyres started to wear. 

‘Third place was hotly contested for the 
first half of the race by de Adamich and the 
Texaco Stars. First Emerson latched on to 
the Brabham’s tall and put the heat on but 
despite locking brakes he could find no way 
Past the stable and fast BT40. The world 
champion’s race was not destined to last 
however as he swept through the fast Esses 
fon lap seven oll smoke started to pour from 
the engine and he drove round to the pits 
to retire with a blown headgasket. However 
in this time Peterson had made up ground 
fast and simply took over Emerson's station 
on the back of the Brabham’s gearbox. For 
three laps he made de Adamich’s life uncom- 
fortable but Ronnie too was to retire. He 

led to appear on lap 13 having parked the 

‘out on the track with expensive looking 


able to breath for a while, but not too long. 
Behind him were a trio of BMW engined 
Marches, a GRD and a Chevron who were all 
fairly close and motoring rapidly. Vandervell, 
driving extremely well, headed the group with 
team-mate Beutler next pressured by V. 
Brambilla. Williamson was chucking the GRD 
around in his familiar style and was just 
holding on while Morgan was about 30 yards 
back. On lap six Brambilla charged off into 
the boonies briefly rejoined behind Morgan 
but then put together a neat drive to work his 
way back up. On lap 14 he passed Beuttler 
‘and the two of them set off after Vandervell 
who was already catching de Adamich. 
Williamson dropped back unable to compete 
with the BMWs on the straights. In turn 
Morgan too lost ground on the GRD. By lap 
20 Brambilla was right | with | Vandervell, 
Beuttler dropped back with “a gutless engine.” 
Brambilla took over the fourth on lap 22 and 
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within two laps was on de Adamich’s tail 
Teaving Vandervell a shade. The ¢wo Italians 
ran nose to tail for two laps before Vittorio 
nipped by on the penultimate tour into third 
which he held by 0.34 s. Vandervell and 
Beuttler Bnished three seconds apart in fifth 
and sixth while a rather despondent William- 
son's lack of horses dropped him five seconds 
back in seventh. Morgan lost his eighth pla 
on lap 24 when he indulged in a big spin 
which allowed the impressive Pryce to claim 
the place he was moving into a challenging 
position for anyway. He had been held up 
badly in the early laps by Braillard who, after 
being challenged by Wilson Fittipaldi briefly, 
got locked in a dice with Brett Lunger to the 
nd. Poor Wilson was held up by Moser for a 
Tong while and just when he got into his 
stride the oll pressure dropped as the bearings 
Seized and he had to park the Brabham. 
Braillard and Lunger fought really hard to 
the end, the American “ace” getting past 
briefly four laps from the end but was unable 
to hold the Surtees on the straight and had 
to slot in 0.3 s behind at the finish. Schurti 
in fact was between the two at one stage 
Tooking quite Impressive in the Royale but 
with the front tyres rapidly wearing he drop- 
ped back before retiring with a broken Ampep 
Joint on the rear suspension. Coulon too had 
been mixed up with them but the persistent 
misfire made life worthless so he pitted. The 
March men decided to change the only un- 
checked thing left, the plug leads, and hey 
presto, 16 laps later Coulon was back circulat- 
ing comfortably with de Adamich and fit for 
heat two, Wollek’s early progress which took 
him to 13th place in four laps was cut short 
‘on lap five when the clutch went. 

‘Of the remaining finishers Kazato remained 
unlapped having pulled through well from his 
early misfortunes and finished three seconds 
behind Lunger. After Bourgoignie retired on 
lap 22 with electrical trouble Moser was next 
up ahead of the misfiring Binder. A very down 
‘on power McInerney shadowed the latter until 
half distance when he stopped before the 
engine lost all its oll. This left Gubelmann 
and Salisbury, minus two gears, to bring up 
the rear both two laps behind. 


HEAT 2 

The Texaco flags were nearing half-mast as 
neither of the two Stars could be prepared 
in time for the second heat. Those that did 
reappear following first heat dramas were 
‘Wilson Fittipaldi, Schurti, Bourgoignie, Coulon 
and Gethin. 


‘A very determined Mass holds off Jarier in the first heat. 


Jarier made no mistake 
time but still Mass was determined to mi 
him work every inch of the way. His hopes 
of staying with Jarier were much higher as a 
set of two-ply B33 Firestones had been found 
lurking in the corner of Bill Gubelmann's pit. 
By the end of the first lap this dominant pair 
were already clear of Brambilla, Vandervell, 
de Adamich, Beutsler, Williamson, Braillard, 
Morgan, Pryce, Kazato, Moser, Gethin, Fitth 


pal Gubelmann, Coulon, " Bour- 
Boignie, Lunger, Salisbury and Schurti 
With the leaders well ahead a group of 


seven cars formed up a short di 
Brambilla to contest fourth place with Vander- 
vell in front of de Adamich, Williamson, 
having passed Beutler, Morgan, Pryce and 
Kazato. The first four of this lot detached 
themseives from Morgan and the rest on the 
next lap to form the second major battle of 
the race, the main one being up at the front 
ly hard 


the best p 
the ind with tremendous deter- 
mination kept right with the March. From 
Tap 10 until lap 20 there really was very little 
in it although Jarier did not seem to be 
extending himself a great deal with his 
YO-second cushion from the first heat. The 
end of the dice came on lap 24 when the 
Surtees spun at the hairpin. Some debris had 
collected In the nose and blocked the radiator 
which had been causing the engine to over- 
heat and pour its water out; it was this on 
the rear tyres which made Jochen spin. He 
got going again just after Brambilla had 
through but his second place ov 
never in doubt. Jarier’s victory therefore 
in of nearly 25 seconds whict 
unfortunately did not reflect Mass’ 
‘attempts to stay on terms with the Marc 


heat finishing two seconds in front of Mass 

The battle for fourth place saw Vandervell 
in front for most of the way until a great 
lack of stopping power required him to ease 
off considerably in the final eight laps. His 
early challenger, de Adamich, quit the group 
fon the 10th lap with plug lead trouble which 
brought Beuttler up to the green March's 
gearbox. Williamson had dropped well back 
from the bunch in the preceding couple of 
laps as the engine started to misfire badly 
and he visited the pits on lap 12 to have 
spark box replaced—the third race in succes- 
sion that he has lost a top six placing with 
this trouble. 


continued on page 47 
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edited by Bob Constanduros 


Quick Midget from renowned 
Wiltshire tuners 


Ask anyone to name an early Mini conversion 
‘specialist and they will almost certainly reply 


having Downton 


prepared engines in 
works-entered, Ken Tyrrell-managed G5 Minis. 


thelr 


Downton, In its current form, the firm have © When BLMC took over, it became apparent 
een in existence for over 26 years, although that the racing side was to be phased out, 
thelr origins were mainly in Rolls and 4 Downton’s racing representation was in 
Bentleys. ‘The British Leyland conversion side the spectacular and successful hands of the 
has been in existence since 1957, and the Britax entered cars of Gordon Spice and 
reputation built up by the company in the Steve Neal. At the end of 1969, Britax too 
early sixties was second to none. Racing was disappeared from the scene, and so Down: 
at & peak during the mid sixties, the works  ton's sole racing participation was in the 
BMC Minis of Rhodes, Spice,” Whitmo hands ‘of employee Richard Longman. After 
Proctor, Handley, Hopkirk and Fitzpatrick ali one or two misfortunes with the car, Long: 


Above, 
revised MGB air cleaner 


SERENE T 


the revised big bore exhaust system with twin straight through boxes. 


twin I} in SUs and revised exhaust manifold. 


the 


man built up his own examples, and shortly 
after, left to start his own well known prep- 
aration business in Christchurch, Hampshire. 

‘What has been going on at Downton during 
the last few years? First, they have a long 
standing contract with BLMC to produce 
Special Tuning's Stage 1 conversions for 
1300s, 1800s, Minis and 1100s. As well as 
this, they have recently produced 135 bhp 

ym the 6 cylinder 2200 engine, while their 
latest offering in the sports car field is an 
MG Midget. Mrs Bunty Richmond, who runs 
Downton Engineering was kind ‘enough 
arrange for me to borrow thelr demonstrator 
which is owned by Henleys (Wessex), who 
are also the local BLMC dealers who supply 
Downtons with their Morris and MGs. for 
which they are agents. Henleys are also 
agents for the Downton range, while other 
agents include Kanes of Comber in Northern 
Ireland, Morning Star Motors in Bath, and 
Autoguip in Birmingham 

The MG has 
as a whole, 


= £170.10, This consists 
of a modified cylinder head on. exchange, 
exchange inlet manifold, Downton exhaust 
manifold, Downton exhaust system, a pair of 
I} in SU carburetters, plus various extras 
How does this compare with the normal car, 
and what is done to the various items? 
Fi the combustion chambers are 
calibrated and balanced while the valves are 
reground in the seat. Tho inlets are 
enlarged to give improved flow from the 
twin 1} SUs, the standard carbs being 14 In. 
The Downton. ‘exhaust manifold’ gives 
improved flow also, for the standard system 
decreases from 3 to 1 very quickly, while the 
Downton system becomes two within one 
foot, and the third branch is added under the 
car."The exhaust system developed by Down- 
ton is of a larger bore and then two straight 
through silencer boxes are fitted under the 
tail of the car. MGB alr cleaners are also 
fitted, while other items include a set of 
gaskets and sparking plugs. This conversion 
In kit form costs £144.10, while the company 
charge another £26 for fitting and testing and 
10 per cent VAT is charged on all items. 

‘What sort of effect does this have on per- 
formance? My previous experience of a 
Midget was rather fraught, and I was under 
the Impression that it was decidely under. 
powered for the weight of the body. How- 
ever, as this was a well thrashed version, it 
wasnt really very surpriving, so this may’ be 
& rather unfair assessment. My first trip in 
the Downton car was back to the Big Smoke 
up the M3, and this really showed immedi- 
ately how much torque the car had. In both 
top and third, the car was very tractable In- 
deed, and throughout the whole test, I only 
once’ found myself completely in the wrong 
gear for what I was asking the car to do, 
Top gear seems to go on and on for ever, 


Gordon Spice wheels his Downton-engined 
Mint through Old Hall, Oulton Park in 1969. 
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and as the speedometer stops at 100 mph, it 
fs difficult to. work out the car's maximum 
even when calibrated. However, with a rev 
Timit of 6300 rmp as opposed to the 5500 
fon the standard car, there's another 800 rpm 
Which should give a top speed of a little over 
100 mph, once the speedometer is calibrated. 

The acceleration timing was somewhat up 
set as. my own stopwatch was recording 
phenomenal figures which indicated either 
watch trouble or driver trouble! However, 
Tortunately Downton are the sort of firm who 
do things properly and had taken their own 
fifth wheel readings. Their nought to 60 
figure was 11.4 s which compares well with 
the standard quoted readings of 13.5 s, while 
the MGB’s standard reading is 0.1 s slower. 
Downton’s 30 to 50 reading of 8.4 5 Is just 
12's quicker than the quoted time for the 

‘dear, and 0.9 s better than the MGB. 
‘The nought to 90 figure for the Downton 
werted car works out at 31.4 5, while the 

’s second gear figure at the maximum 
allowed revs was around 50 mph. 

However, this is all very well for the all 
out motorist who wants to beat the world 
between the traffic lights. The problem is 
Whether the car Is tractable in traffic 
and behaves itself without being too jerky 
and uneconomical. The Downton MG was 
very well behaved and never overheated, nor 
came close to being so despite the normal 
Friday night city crawl. A combination of 
this, high speed cruising, and. acceleration 
tests still produced an mpg figure of over 
30, although the figure reached 34 before 


Safety wheel from 
Avon 


Ever been round Paddock Bend, Brands Hatch, 
in an XJ6 with the offside tyre a 38 
pancake, at 50 mph? A daunting prospect, 1 
gree, but I recently had the pleasure during 
an Avon. demonstration to show that their 
Safety wheel really does work. Now what 
would normally happen in such an incident 
Is that the tyre would probably come off 
altogether, and at least it is likely that the 
car would cun on its rims, but Avon have 
got other ideas. 

‘A wheel rim must have a " well ” 
that tyres may be fitted and rem 
tyre fitment, the well accommodates one 
of a tyre bead while the point diametrically 
opposite is levered over the rim flange. 

The conventional * wellbase" rim was first 
developed to accommodate a tyre plus a tube 
fand, therefore, has a large well. Even today, 
when the majority of cars are on tubeless 
tyres, the well of the conventional rim is still 
the same size as it was originally. Once a 
tyre has been fitted to this type of rim, the 
well is of no further use and can be a poten- 
tial danger. 

If the tyre deflates while the vehicle is in 
motion, its beads can dislodge and drop back 
down into the well, causing lack of stability. 
Further driving on'a wheel in this condition 
can roll the tyre back over the flange and 
‘Off the rim (a high-speed reversal of the tyre 
fitting process). 

The secret of the Avon Safety Wheel 
lies in’ the fact that the well has 
been redesigned and repositioned close to 
fone flange of the rim and it exists for one 
purpose only—to accommodate one bead of a 
tyre at a time during fitment and removal. 
‘Only ‘when the tyre is fitted or removed is 
the well open. At all other times it is covered 
by a split_ metal band which is locked in 
position after the tyre has been fitted and 
before it is inflated. 

In the event of @ deflation, as the well is 
covered, the beads have no well to drop into 
0 the tyre cannot come off the rim and that 
allows the car £o be controllable even with a 
flat tyre. 
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Constanduros started his acceleration bit. The 
car in country traffic is an absolute joy 
being very manoeuvrable and having enough 
guts to get out of the most difficult situations. 
With its direct handling and increased power, 
the Midget makes exciting country convey 
ance, especially for a lively driver. 

‘Summing up this conversion, it seems the 


ideal way of escaping from the MGB synd- 
rome, obtaining better fuel consumption and 
Increased tractability, possibly at the 
expense of noise, handling in matorway con- 
ditions, and space. Anyway, it's always fun 
to blow off the bigger boys'in a smaller car, 
even if the Downton badge does give the 
game away. 


Colin Chapman shai 


over a Lotus 7 and hands {ts production to Graham Nearn (seated). 


Caterham build Sevens for Lotus 


‘A special manufacturing company, known as 
the Seven Car Co Ltd has been set up by 
Caterham Car Sales, who have been Lotus 
agents for six years, to produce the Seven 
as a fully built car, The name will be changed 
to Super Seven Series 4 and will be powered 
by the big valve twin cam engine. 

Manufacture will commence on June 1 at 
Caterham, but the first two months production 
of around 5 or 6 cars per week, have already 
been sold to Europe. Caterhams contact with 
the customer over the past six years has 
aiready meant improvements in the basic car 
with, more leg room for taller drivers and 
2 towing bracket for boating and racing 
enthusiasts. 


Manufacture way almost ceased in 1967, 
but a friendly agreement between Caterham’s 
Graham Neara and Colin Chapman led to the 
car being marketed solely through Caterham 
Car Sales. Since then, Mr Nearn has con- 
solidated the sales position, having the car 
recognised by finance ‘companies and 
negotiating special insurance rates. 


‘The Super Seven will no longer be sold in 
component form as VAT hag eliminated any 
saving to the motorist, and it now moves 
into a new era as a fully built sports car 
retailing at €1,487 with the Lotus twin-cam 
power unit, and at 61,196 with the Ford 1300 
GT unit 


Lap charts from 
the roll-over man 


John Aley, who is well known to those prone 
to inversions, is currently producing a race 
record chart, with a lap chart printed out on 
one side and a time sheet printed on the 
other. Each time sheet has space to record 
over 20 laps with separate columns for elapsed 
time, a boon to those who prefer to operate 
with’ a single watch and with room for up to 
25 laps on each lap chart, it is possible to 
deal with the average club race on a single 
sheet, 

‘These charts are now readily available from 
the John Aley Racing Shop at Snetterton, 
most good accessory chops or by direct mail 
order at 45p per pad of 20 charts, including 
VAT and postage, from the makers. 


@ Im the George Bevan article of the 17th 
May, we reported that Monty Guildford's 
engine in his Mini was built by George Bevan. 
However, only the cylinder head and camshaft 
was provided by George, the block being 
designed and developed by Monty, Peter Wise 
‘and Roy Guildford, 


Broad’s suspended Ford 


Broadspeed, the Midlands based engineering 
company have announced the introduction of a 
Wide range of suspension modifications for the 
Ford Capri, Cortina and Escort model rang 

Based on the company's long and distin« 
guished motor racing career with Ford and 
the experience gained in the building of high 
performance road cars, the new range of 
Suspension packages are aimed at improving 
the overall handling qualities of the vehicle 
‘and at the same time retaining comfortable 
Fide characteristics. Prices, including all 
labour, range from £80-£125. 


Blown Rover 


Allard of Upper Richmond Road, London 
SW15 are a name synonymous with super- 
charging, and their latest application is for 
the Rovér/Buick 3.5 litre engine. Based on the 
Allard-Wade ROS4 “roots "-type supercharger 
unit, producing up to 400 bhp at 7,500 
depending on. specification. There 
supercharger installations also avai 
the Marina 1.8 and the Avenger 1.5. Prices 
including VAT are £275 for the Rover, £164 
for the Marina and £165 for the Avenger. 


45 


It covers frequency range 9-00-1150 Ghz 
Radatec gives warning of "X” band transmissions 

in the vicinity. These cover transmissions from radio amateu! 
police radar Speed traps and commercial and military radar. 


Alicence is not required to receive amateur radio 
transmissions. 


As the Radatec is a broadly tuned receiver it will intercept 
transmissions from any of the above sour 
This need give no cause for cdncern si 
reception of other transmissions wh 
radio transmissions is not an offence. xe 
OWNERSHIP OF A RADATEC UNIT 

418 ABSOLUTELY LEGAL £16+ 50. vir 


yy) 


ASK FOR 
Invicta Plastics, Auto & Elec Division, Trade discounts aveileble 


Now Street. Ovdby. Leicester LED LB. 


FINE DETAILED KIT 
FINISHED COLOUR 
COMPLETE. 


BUILD 


THE LATEST 
BIG SCALE KIT 


£6.25 . rsici 


Atso CORGI'S 1:36th SCALE DIE CAST 
JOHN PLAYER SPECIAL LOTUS F1 75p 
FERRARI 312 B2 

YARDLEY McLAREN 

SURTEES TS9 

SURTEES TS9B 


PRICES INCLUDE P/P UK ONLY 
Seno cas SAF for catalogue 
Ct ARNEY & TAYLOR LTD. 


RICHARDSON TROPHY 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
RACE MEETING 

Sunday, 17th June 


from 2.10 


THRUXTON 


(NR ANDOVER, HANTS) 


Forward Trust F3 Championship. 
STP Formula Ford Championship. 


Esso Uniflo Saloon Car Championship. 
Britax Production Saloon Car Championship. 


Motoring News/Castrol Sports/GT 
Championship. 


Richardson Trophy Race for Clubmans Cars. 


Adults 70p. Children 30p. Car park free. 
Organised by the British Automobile Racing 
Club. 


DOWNTON 


Conversions for the Midget can be supplied 
in kit form or alternatively fitted here. We also 
supply and fit conversions for the British 
Leyland Mini range, 1300, 1800, 2200, Maxi, 
Marina, MGB & C models and the new Austin 
Allegro. 


Morris Austin and MG retail dealers we can 
supply new vehicles tuned to suite all require- 
ments. 


Export inquiries welcomed. 


Quotations for full race engines on request. 


DOWNTON ENGINEERING 
WORKS LTD 


Downton 
Salisbury, Wilts. 
Tel: Downton 20312/20351 
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NIVELLES-continued 
Beuttler, st in power, was able 
to stay on ‘terms with the brakeless’ Vandervell 
but as the latter's problem got worse and 
worse it was only a matter of time before 
hhe got through. It finally happened on lap 21 
when Vandervell went right into the hairpin 
with the fronts locked on, went wide and 
Beuttler was through. With a clear road ahead 
Beuttler managed to open up a lead of nearly 
four seconds which gave him fourth overall 
by just 0.4 s from Vandervell. Colin's fifth 
in the heat was by an even narrower 

jin though. Dave Morgan really put the 
heat on in the final few laps and with two 
laps to go outbraked the March into the 
hairpin only to be repassed up the long 
straight, The same thing happened again on 
the final lap with both cars weaving a little 
to try to hold on to their leads but the power 
of the BMW told in the end and it was 
Vandervell at the flag by 0.22 s. They took 
fifth and sixth overall but with a considerable 
time margin following Morgan's first heat spin. 
Kazato went well again and took seventh 
in the heat and overall although Coulon, with 
oll smoke pouring out of the engine, closed 
to within four seconds in the heat. Pryce had 
been following closely in the opening laps but 
had to make a pit stop to sort out the throttle 
pedal, which had started rubbing the chassis, 
Which cost him three laps. Nevertheless hi 


and he should 


Pi pitted Wilson, 
his place chased by Lunger. The American 
pressed hard for a few laps and looked likely 
fo take the place when Wilson suddenly threw 
up his hand and let him through at the 
hairpin. The Brabham then was driven slowly 
to the pits and retired with a blown head 
gasket, Lunger carried on to the finish In ninth 
Place and the final unlapped runner. Gethin's 
Chevron moved up to 13th in the first three 
Taps, but it was an unlucky one for on lap 
four he coasted into the pits to end an 
unhappy weekend with broken valve gear, On 
the same lap Braillard relinquished 12th place 
‘after spinning and damaging the nose too 
much to continue. Two laps later Schurtt’s 
encouraging first F2 sortie ended with » 
broken crankshaft. Bourgolgnie, Moser and 
Salisbury ran to the end a lap down with 
Williamson next having done 26 laps in his 
final race with the GRD and Gubelmann and 
further adrift completing the 
In the overall classification behind 
to came Lunger, Williamson, Moser, 
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Correspondence 


F4 supporter 


‘You must by now realise that whenever you 
insult Formula 4 you must expect a letter 
or a telephone call from me as mine xppears 
to be the only voice that can be heard in sup- 
port of the formula. You will remember my 
reaction following the savage and totally 
Unprovoked attack by Mr Titchmarsh in his 
club racing review earlier in the year. 

‘Once again I notice your reporter must 
pass his opinion on a matter about which he 
knows very little and 1 note that in his 
report (May 31) of our last race at Snetter 

in he could not restist calling the formula a 

fading” formula. 1 would 1 
1 will accept any critism that is fair without 
rushing to put pen to paper, but what I will 
not accept Is the use of a word which is 
totally wrong in describing the efforts of our 
many competitors to quietly enjoy the season's 
racing without endeavouring to upset you or 
anybody else. 

It Is totally wrong to say that Formula 4 
is fading. This year we have more registered 
competitors than ever before, we have had 
Digger grids than ever before and we have had 
some exciting races which even your maga- 
zine has begrudgingly admitted were quite 
good to watch. Had your reporter contacted 
me In the paddock at Snetterton he would 

3 the poor turn- 
out at that one meeting was due to the fact 
Rhat none of the competitors had received 
‘any of the regulations or entry forms, as 
these were not sent to us by the 750 MC. 
The entry tnersfore comprised of only those 
competitors who had received their entry 
forms direct frm the BRSCC or myself. 
Therefore the entry did not represent the 
total umber of cars we would have expected 
fat a meeting such as this. 

‘This year {s most certainly the year of the 
revival of Formular 4 and I would ask that 
your magazine does not continue to “hammer 
fails Into the coffin when we are trying to 
get out.’ 

‘We have another round at Brands Hatch 
‘on June 17 (for which once again the 750 MC 
have not sent out any regulations or entry 
forms), so may I ask if, at this meeting, your 
reporter makes a fair comment, and if only 
three or four people turn up i will accept 
the word fading” without any further fuss. 
However if we get a good entry, despite the 
lack of encry forms, perhaps your reporter 
‘would report it as such. 

FARNnaM, SURREY. G. L. HYArT, Director, 
Low Cost Racing Ltd. 


Give G3 a chance 


Reference your correspondent, Ian Titchmarsh. 
He gets on my - - -! Won't he ever give 
Group 3 prodsports a chance? See his words 
fon Oulton Park, May 28. As a competitor in 
this formula T agree the entries are a little 
thin. Main reasun at Oulton, however, was 
the lack of foresight on the part of the orga 
isers in not obtaining two permits, ie, a 
National permit and an International one 
thereby ex-fuding automatically, holders of 
non-international licences. 1 do agree its odd 
that more cars haven't appeared. Where are 
the Dino's, Porsche 9118, and other TRGs? 
It is possible to drive quickly on road tyres 
‘and much more exciting. 
Keep watching, Ian, it will improve. 

TATTENHALL, CHESTER, ALAN MINSHAW. 


Super Super Vee 


‘Will you permit me, commercial considerations 
apart, to publicly waffle on Formula Super 
Vee. Last week, prior to Snesterton (May 27), 
our team visited Zolder and NUrburgring as 
Super Vee races were used as sole back-up 


events to the European Grand Prix and the 
Sports cars 1000 km. Such exposure, though 
you'd never know it reading Aurosrort! In 
otal practice and racing time available for 
these two events, we had a possible 10} hrs 
driving during which we eared £130 for a 
fourth at Zolder, and £120 for a tenth (1) at 
the ‘Ring. We actually made a small profit. 
‘Yet in England hundreds of competitors and 
a few sponsors smashed themselves to pieces 
for no money in front of nobody, in probably 
less than one hour's driving time. There's 
just no comparison. 
‘Goonwoon, Sussex. 


What a drag 


Drag racing: is it really that good? This 
question I partially answered myself after 
attending the Whitsun two-day meeting at 
‘Santa Pod. Up to a point I would say that it 
is good but I am left with a lot of disconcert- 
Ing questions in my mind, 

am normally a circuit racing enthusiast, 
marshalling at Thruxton quite frequently, but 
T was persuaded to go to the NDRC meeting 
at RAF Wroughton early in April. Encouraged 
by this and by the recent coverage on drag 
racing by Aurosrort, I made the decision o 
forsake the Whitsun meeting at Thruxton and 
go to the big meeting at Santa Pod which T 
Understood It would be even better than the 
‘Wroughton event. 

‘On arriving at Santa Pod, I was somewhat 
surprised at the apparent scruffiness of what 
T'presumed to be a fairly professional set-up. 
To spend £2.50 for the weekend, one would be 
forgiven for expecting a few more permanent 
‘and hygienic facilities such as proper catering 
Sites and. clean-smelling toilets and even 
Seating arrangements. I agree that there was 
fone small grandstand, but this was small and 
‘set parallel to the strip and at the start end. 
Consequently, on every run everyone finished 
by having to stand up to see the cars cross 

finish. A little thought here by angling 
the stand out from the start, would have 
solved this annoying problem quite easily. 

A lot of the time my friends and I spent 
walking through the “paddock” (there is 
absolutely no cover here for competitors’ cara) 
listening to or talking to competitors and their 

thi ‘an apparent 
fellow competitors 
there should be in any sport not matter 
how professional. However the big AA drag- 
sters did seem to be an exception and there 
‘was an atmosphere of jealous rivalry. In par- 
ticular, it was very noticeable that the Castrol 
sponsored car driven by Clive Skilton was 
almost shunned by the other AA crews, 
although Skilton and his mechanics were by 
far the easiest to talk to. 

I overheard one conversation, and it seems 
that there is a very strong resentment towards 
competitors who enter Santa Pod meetings 
‘but who also compete at other venues around 
the country. This seems to be an incredibly 
short-sighted attitude which must certainly 
affect the future of British drag racing. To 
‘try to keep the sport at just one place rather 
than running events all over the country must 
restrict the number of attending spectators. 

1 AE he Region of te inter, 5 sa hak 

‘am a complete newcomer to drag racing 
and I do not know the politics behind my 
discoveries. On the face of it, it looks as 
though anyone who dares to compete any: 
where else but at Santa Pod is “blacked 
by the organisation. The public pay enough 
to attend this Santa Pod venue and they have 
the right to expect to see the best cars com- 
peting. 

Is drag racing good? The answer seems 
to me 40 be “yes” in principle, but imagine 
what would happen if the BARC “ blacked” 
BRSCC members from thelr meetings or vice 


Fuser, Hants. 


Jorn P. MORRISON. 


‘Tae WALTON. 
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Years of experience 
as arally star 
made John Sprinzel choose the 
Pirelli Roadstar. 


John Sprinzel knows all about driving in all kinds of 
conditions. 

During the years in which he was an international star, 
he won a place in over 30 top rallies, and was British 
Rally Champion. 


Now he runs John Sprinzel Racing, ten garages anda 
Porsche CarreraRS. 

Onhis Porsche you'll find a set of Pirelli Roadstars. 
They're there because he knows all about driving in all 
kinds of conditions. 

‘The Pirelli Roadstar is a unique 70 Series low profile 
tyre, which has literally thousands of miles of unusually 
rigorous testing built into its design. 

Being a radial, the Roadstar’s tread stays open and flat 
on the road when comering. But being wider, ithas a 
larger contact area with the road than a conventional 
Radial and soit literally has a better grip on the road. So 
there's less tendency to slip, and the tyres respond 
more precisely, giving more immediate and positive 
steering. 


Another advantage of the larger contact area is more 


WR se 


effective braking. And because there's more tread to 
support the car, there's less work for each part to 
perform. And less work means less wear. 

Some 70 Series tyres have a tendency to cause steering 
snatch. Roadstar’s rounded tread, plus the built-in 
safety shoulder, takes you across ridges and through 
deep puddles with little effect on the steering. 

And the block pattern with its multiple grooving 
ensures cooler running, a must for several hours of high 
speed motorway driving. 

Allof which is precisely what every motoring enthusiast 
wants. Which is why John Sprinzel drives on them. And 
why the Pirelli Roadstar is now available to you. 


CP Xs 


CINTURATO 
ROADSTAR 


Sports extra 


The BMWs of Lanfranchi and Bell lead Crabtree 


BRANDS HATCH 


‘at Druids. 


FF contretemps again! 


After his unfortunate disqualification at Mal- 
lory Park a couple of weeks ago Bob Arnott 
the British 


claimed maximum points in 
Onyi 

plonship race at Brands Hatch ta 

decided on the 

Stephen South's Ray 
Dennis Shattuck’s Catnie Elden, and also 
Amott’s Merlyn Mk 24, tried to take Pad- 
dock Bend three abreast’ which has yet to be 
\chieved; the result was a very bent Elden 
and Ray, although the drivers came to little 
harm, and it was generally felt that no one 
was to blame. 

‘All four class records for Group 1 produc 
tion saloons. were broken in the Castrol 
qualifier, as was the Formula Vee record at 
this Rochester MC organised event. Tony 
Lanfranchi came away with the most awards, 
winning the first Castrol Gl race in the 
Shellsport Luxembourg BMW, taking the Ken- 
sington Close. Hotel Moskvich to its 
Umptecenth class win In the second G1 race, 
celebrating these victories by a win in the 
celebrity Mexico race at the end of the day. 


The first of the two BOC Formula Ford 
heats saw the debut of Donald Macleod's new 
van Diemen. It also saw the first. and 
definitely not the last victory of this new 


Ralph Firmin designed car in the hands of 
the BOC Championship leader. The flying 
Scotsman had chassis No 2, the prototype 
chassis (No 1) being conducted by David 
McCullum in the second heat. Anyway Mac- 
Teod led from start to finish, although he 
could never relax for Stephen South's Ray, 
Syd Fox's Camel-Hexagon Hawke and Mike 
Chittenden’s Merlyn Mk 24 were always in 
close attendance. The "28% "-year-old Fox 
held second initially but finally had to give 
in to the Ray's persistent challenges at Kidney 
on lap four. South finished 0.2 s behind 
Macleod while Fox was a further 32 5 
further back, beating Chittenden by only a 
couple of lengths. 

‘Heat 2 saw another confrontation between 
Derek Lawrence and Bob Arnott, Lawrence’s 
‘Smallman Oils Dulon filling the outside of the 
front row, and Arnott's Merlyn Mk 24 being 
handily placed on the inside of the second 
row behind. surprise pole man American 
Dennis Shattuck in the Catnic Elden. The 
‘American confirmed his practice form by lead- 
ing the pack into Paddock, Arnott slotting 
into second place ahead of his great pal 
Lawrence, Tif Needell's Lotus and Terry 
Fisher's Merlyn Mk 20A. Shattuck held off 
the determined Arnott until lap three when 
the Merlyn found an inside gap going up 
Pilgrim's Rise, Arnott maintaining his lead 
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thereafter. With two laps to go Needell got 
the better of Lawrence, who was still in con- 
siderable discomfort from his injured ankle 
after the Mallory accident. John Crowe's 
Servis Merlyn was also involved with this 
duo but his chances of claiming a run in the 
Gnal diminished when he spun to the back of 
the fleld up Pilgrim's Rise on lap six, 

"The final was as hectic as any Formula 
Ford race seen at Brands this year. Basically 
the race was between six cars, South, Arnott, 
Macleod, Fox, Lawrence and Shattuck. By lap 
two South looked to be breaking the tow but 
@ lap later the sextet were as one again. 
Arnott led the field at Paddock on lap five 
but South fought back to retake the lead at 
Kidney on the same lap. However the Merlyn 
led again at Paddock on the next lap and 
this ‘time he kept the lead until lap. eight 
when Arnott lost a couple of places at Clear- 
ways when his gearbox played up. Macleod 
departed from the group when he got on to 
the grass at Clearways on the penultimate 
lap, ‘and with @ lap to go the race was be- 
tween South, Shattuck and Arnott. The inevit 
able happened when all three attempted 
Paddock side by side, again Arnott coming 
out of the corner with all four wheels in 
tact. South's Ray hit the bank very hard 
shaking the driver somewhat, although South 
Should’ be used to that by now, while the 
Catnic Elden was also bashed about. Arnott 
took the flag 0.8 s ahead of a surprised 
Lawrence who had slipped by Fox on the 
last lap. Chittenden had been watching the 


McGrath spins at Kidney 
take avoiding action 


with Thorne ahead while Scantlebury's Opel and Brunt’s Firenza 


edited by Robert Fearnall 


antics of the leading group from a little way 
back to finish fourth ahead of Needell and 
Rob  Wicken’s Maidstone Service Station 
Merlyn. Macleod eventually finished out of 
the points in seventh place, but still retains 
the championship lead. 

‘The race for Castrol production saloons 
was really for second place, Tony Lanfra 
chi's ‘Shellsport Luxembourg’ 3.0 BMW lead- 
ing from flag to flag with comparative ease, 
For second place, however, Roger Bell's Roth: 
man BMW was’ being pushed (literally) by 
Gordon Spice’s Wisharts 3.0 Capri who in 
turn was having to contend with the Esso 
Uniflo/Roger Clark (Cars) Alfas of John 
Handley and Stan Clark. Bell was nudged out 
of contention at Clearways on lap 7, while 
Spice's twitchy Capri had the Alfas buzzing 
all round him in the corners. Just 02 5 
covered Spice, Handley and Clark by the end 
of the 12 laps, Bell finishing in sixth place 
behind Mike "Crabtree’s lonely Willment 
Capri. Ivan Dutton's Escort Sport maintained 
his overall lead of the championship by yet 
‘again winning his class from Jenny Birrell's 
Simea Rallye. 

Bernard Unett really had to work hard to 
win the second Castrol Gi race, for Derek 
Wileman’s Mexico never gave up the chase of 
the Chrysler Dealer Team Hillman Hunter, 
it was only in the last quarter of the race 
that Unett. was able to get one second 
advantage over the quick Mexico, Another 
Mexico ace had a lonely drive in third place, 


although this time Barrie Williams was 
the wheel of the GN Vauxhall Firenza, Denis 
‘Thorne's similar car looked to have fourth 


place tied up, but Richard Scantlebury's Opel 
‘Ascona hauled him in in the second half of 
the race, and while under pressure from the 
Opel. Thorne spun at Bottom Bend on the 
last ‘lap. His error let Scantlebury throug! 
into fourth place ahead of Derrick Brunt 
Marshall Wingfield Firenza which had made 
up ground well after a coming together with 
the ‘spinning Escort Mexico of Neil McGrath at 
Kidney on lap two, Jeff Heselwood's Mexico 
‘also got by Thorne before he could restart. As 
Usual Moskvich’s dominated the small cl 
and it was of no surprise to see Tony Lan: 
franchi in the Kensington Close Hotel/Satra 
Motors car leading the Russian brigade. 
‘Also on the programme were a couple of 


non championship saloon car races. John 
Homewood's Imp took an inevitable win in 
the smaller race, but only after Mike 


Chapple's similar car got right away at the 
start after Homewood's front row colleagues 
Bill Shepherd and Alan Rogers in Austin A40 
and Vickers Mini respectively had crashed at 
Paddock on the first lap without driver 
injury, Monty Guildford's unbeatable 850 
Mini Climax would have won his class but he 
got involved in someone else's accident on 
Bottom Straight on the last lap. Little could 
be said of the larger saloon race except that 

fick Whiting took yet another victory in the 


heraly. ce ahs>, Fiohpenate a ZZ ...\eads the way. 
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Sports extra 


All Car Equipe Escort FVA from Tony Mann's 
rapid Ford Anglia twin-cam. 

‘The championship FV race was also a bit 
dull. Bruce Venn's Canon Scarab drove off in 
to the distance leaving Olly Hollamby’s Austro 
and Jeremy Hampshire similar Canon spon- 
sored car to squabble over second place. 
Hampshire retired at half distance after lay 
Ing @ smoke screen around the circuit, while 
a lap later Venn lost the lead when he spun 
‘at Druids, continuing in second place behind 
Olly. Venn's second place wasn't assured 

for in a big last lap effort Peter 
‘Veemax got to within 0.2 5 of 


the Scarab. 

By now several drivers are getting used 
to the ShellSport Mexicos after winning their 
classes week after week. For the second time 
running Bob Arnott drew the no | car, while 
Moskvich’s team manageress Tina Lanfranchi 
‘sat on the outside on the front instead of the 
Preferred back row. Still, hubbie. was in the 
Second row to help Tina off the line if 
necessary. Although Arnott led in to Paddock 
Tony got by before the lap was over but 
just couldn't pull away from the FF man who 
was driving as if he'd been competing in 
Mexicos all’ season. They were joined on lap 
seven by Bernard Unett and when these three 
tried to do the FF circus act at Paddock it 
was Arnott who came off worst, spinning 
‘down to ninth place. The BMW man just held 
fon by @ coat of paint at the end after spend 
ing at least half of the last lap side by side 
with Unett. Syd Fox also drove well from the 
back of the grid to take third ahead of Ivan 
Dutton who drove from the back row to third 


place on the frst. lap. 
PAUL KING 


rium Oxvgen, o: 
eran frets" a) Ta Tag 


Conf h te ve 
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Side-by-side at the finish are Neil Corner's Ferrari GTO and Willie Green's Jaguar D. 


LE MANS HISTORIC 


Morten and Green win 


Celebrating the 50th year since the start of 
the elas Mans race, the organisers 
rose to the occasion by staging two 45 min 
Vintage and historic sports car races on 
‘Thursday evening, before the last practice 
session for the weekend race, Willie Green's 
JCB Jaguar D won the thrilling postwar race 
‘although he made a pit-stop to repair damage 
Sustained when a slow car spun In front of 
hhim and at the finish he pulled alongside Nell 
Corners JCB Ferrari 250GTO which was 
penalised 2m and was demoted to second. 
‘The pre-war race was a benefit for Hamish 
Morten’ Bentley from the second lap 
onwards. 

"The day started with scrutineering in Le 
Mans itself, after which the cars were paraded 
through the streets en route to the circuit 
with the streets being thronged with excited 
Spectators. Practice was restricted to two 
laps for most people before the racing got 
under way. with the prewar cars having to 
compete with the up to 1251 cc post-war 
cars in the first 45 min session. Scheduled 
compulsory 30 pit-stops were scrubbed just 
before the start 

Tn proper traditional fashion, a Le Mans 
type start was used with most interest being 
centred on Rob Walker's beautiful 34-litre 
Delahaye 135 Sport which Rob raced at Le 
Mans in 1938 and 1939 having acquired the 
cars from and for this race Stirling 
Moss was making his welcome return, a 
which the spectators appreciated excitedly. 
However the start caught Moss rather 
unawares for he was about to take his 
position opposite the car when the flag 
Groped and the other competitors were run: 
ning to their cars. The start was a magnifi 
cent sight and Anthony Blight’s Talbot 105 
made an excellent start with Simon Phillips’ 
2litre BMW 328 and Phillips red BMW re- 
‘appeared in the lead at the end of the first lap 
with Blight’s Talbot having been demoted to 
third behind Hamish Morten's Bentley. These 
three had pulled well clear of the rest of the 
field with Morten's 4/-litre engined Bentley in 
a. 3-litre 1923 chassis taking over a comfort- 
‘able lead on the second lap. Phillips and Blight 
continued fo lap in very close company for 
Second place with Stirling Moss recovering 
from his bad start to take over fourth place 
on the third lap from the Type 55 MS 
Delahaye of Jean-Pierre Bernard, which had 
close attentions from Rey's litte noisy DB 
coupe which was leading the postwar 1251 cc 
class and Michel Mareais’ 3}-litre Delahaye 

Morten’s rapid Bentley completed eight 
laps before taking the fag, having pulled 


more and more distance before the others 
and lapping sll but the first six cars. The 
Closely fought battle for second place wa 
resolved in Blight’s favour on the fifth lap, 
the Immaculate Talbot pulling out a minute 
over Phillips’ BMW in’ the remaining laps. 
Stirling Moss seemed to be having great 
fun with the Delahaye with encouraging 
signals from owner Rob Walker {rom the 
pits, but there was nothing Stirling could 
do about making any further places while 
he continually pulled away from the similar 
French-owned car of Bernard. Martin's DB 
was the last unlapped car and winner of the 
Small class, the little blue device getting 
ahead of fernard for one lap before the 
Delahaye pulled) away while the third 
Delahaye of Marcais started to plume out 
engine smoke and disappeared after four taps. 
‘Once Albert Witteridge's Lagonda M45 made 
f pit-stop after one lap and Bernard Coural's 
Panhard X86 dropped most of its oil, Marcel 
Martin's open DB Panhard took seventh place 
and second in its class, while Jacques Lam- 
broso's DB Panhard went missing from its high 
Placing on the last. lap, elevating Tan 
Titterington’s BMW 328 Jn’ to eighth. Rupert 
Gilydon’s 14-litre 1935 Aston Martin Le Mans 
went very well to take ninth, ahead of 
Jacques Milliot's ailing open ‘Stanguellini 
Efac from the modern class with Leonard 
Wilton’s 1927 Le Mans winning 3-hitre Speed 
Model Bentley being the second Bentley 
finisher in 11th place, Last of the 29 finishers 
was a Chenard & Walker, a similar car 
winning the very first Le Mans 24 Hours. 
Then came the postwar historic sports 
car race, which brought intense interest from 
Phil Hili, Carroll Shelby, Paul Frere, Briggs 
Cunningtiam and many other notable person 
ities. ‘There were hordes of Listers, Astons, 
Ferraris and Jaguars in this fabulous race 
which again was highlighted by the pitter- 
patter of running feet before the roar of 
engines for this 45m race. Driving Anthony 


Bamford's 1957 ex-Ecurie Ecosse D-type 
acquired three weeks previously from 
‘America, Willie Green shot into the lead 


from Richard Bond's ex-Border Reivers, now 
Cooper Metals. Lister-Jaguar while Hon 
atrick Lindsay's Jaguar D nearly collided 
with John Pearson's Jaguar XK120 at the 
start 

Benefiting from their 24 Hour race 
practice, Bond and Green pulled well ahead 
Of the rest with the Cooper Metals Lister 
Teading ‘across the line on lap 1; on the 
Mulsanne Straight the two cars were 
continually swapping places with Green 
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PRECISION 
ENGINEERING 


WE DO 
Dynamic balancing of 
crankshafts and 


propshafts 

Piston and conrod 
balancing 

Crankshaft grinding 
Cylinder boring 

Glaze busting 

Surface grinding of 
flywheels, cylinder 
heods and blocks 
Flywheel lightening and 
replacement of starter 
fing gears 

Small end and camshaft 
bushes 

Conrod aligning 
Helicoils 

Valve guides and inserts 
Valve and valve seat 
refacing 


WE STOCK 


Hepolite and Powermax 
pistons 

Piston rings 

Liners 

Glacier, Powermax and 
Vandervell bearings 
Gaskets 

Valves and valve springs 
Timing ‘chains 
Thermostats 


Oil and air filters 
Brake and clutch 
components 

Taper and Roller 
Bearings 

Ignition components 
and accessories 


J. ROE ENGINEERING 


10 King’s Road, Fleet, Hants. 
Tel: FLEET 3404 and 3405. 


PREW & COMPANY LTD 


Glasgow Road/ 
Riggs Road 
Porth 
Tol: 25121 


PERRYS OF FINCHLEY 


279 Bollards Lane 
Finchley London N12 
Tol: 01-445 6888 


CRYSTAL 
172 Antaby Road. 
Hull 


Tol : Hull 25732 


SS605eo 


For all your Rallye Sport needs 
Large stocks of 


all AVO parts, 


Mexicos and RS1600s. 
Choice of colours. 
Immediate delivery. 


discuss with us your requirements for 


built Escort. 


SISOSSS 


llye Sport Centre 


172 ANLABY ROAD, HULL 


Tel: 25732 


GRAND PRIX METALCRAFT LTD—ARTISTS IN ALUMINIUM 


y 


\ 
~ 2-3 Thane Works, Works, 
Thane Villas, 
London N7. 
Telephone: 607 0384 


As well as items iflus- 
trated we specialise in 
aluminium bodies, mono- 
coque chassis and 
custom-made fuel and oil 
tanks, aerofoils, NASCAR, 
fuel churns, swell pots, 
etc, vintage car restora 
tion, argon arc and all 
types of welding and 
sheet metalwork. We 
have the facilities to 
repair any make of 
chassis at short notice. 
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Sports extra 


Drivers about to make the Le Mans-type start with Richard Bond nearest the camera 


holding the lead past the pits on the next 


two laps: 
‘Some distance behind, Hon Patrick 
Lindsay's race came to a disappointing end 


on'the second inp when in third place, for 
the Detype started to fill up with smoke in 
the cockpit and with oll pressure lacking, 


Lindsay pulled off on the circuit hoping that 
the worst hadn't happened, Third place was 
then taken over by Nell Corner who was at 


the wheel of Bamford’s ex-Moss Ferrari 
GTO which was penalised 2m before the start 
jas although the car was built in 19% 

first race was in 1960 and therefore went 
outside the period for this race. Behind 
Corner was Brian Joscelyne's works 2)-litre 
Aston Martin. DBRI, Martin Morris’ early 
and. recently rebuilt ‘D-type, Colin Crabbe’s 


glorious-sounding Ferrari Testa Rossa and 
fion John. Fellowes’ thundering — 44-litre 
Maserati 4505, which didn't sound too 
healthy. 


Green's efforts in holding off Bond ended 
fon the. fourth lap when a slow French 
‘Owned Porsche 550 1500 RS of Andre Pibarot 
spun on the new section straight in front of 
the JCB D-type and Green went off to swipe 
the ameo. He got round to the pits in a 
cloud of smoke as the tyre was rubbing on 
the dented bodywork, but quick repair work 
got him back in the race in seventh place. 
But Richard Bond's then safe lead only 
lasted a lap when he brought the Cooper 
Metals ‘Lister into the pits with a. broken 
oil ring, and although he did another lap 
after a iong pit-stop, poor Richard was soon 
forced to retire. Also making a pit-stop at 
this time was Fellowes’ Maserati, with 
Charles Lucas taking over but the sick car 
was not to last another lap. 

‘Corer's Ferrari GTO therefore inherited 
fa secure lead from Joscelyne's Aston Martin 
with Crabbe losing his third place by coming 
in to the pits, his Ferrari Testa Rossa lacking 
oil pressure, ‘Colin realising he was so well 
up then continued in fourth behind Green's 
Ditype, hoping to nurse the car to the 
finish but within two laps a rod had poked 
through the side and his race was run. 
Crabbe's retirement came on the same lap 
as. Brian Joscelyne—the seventh. Green's 
D-type was closing on Joscelyne for second 
place when Brian had trouble selecting a gear 
coming on to the new section of the circuit 
‘The Aston spun into the chicane wire which 
it took down before damaging itself very 
severely against the armco, but luckily 
Joscelyne escaped unhurt. Green now had 
just Corner to beat and as they started their 
ninth and last lap before the 45m was 
Up. there was just 6s between them and 
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with Corner’s penalty that would give Willie 
the race 
ut that wasn’t enough. Both JCB cars 


flashed down the Mulsanne side-by-side with 
Willie taking the lead until Mulsanne corner 


when he found it all so amusing he spun the 
D-type at Mulsanne Comer and continued 
behind the Ferrari. For the rest of the lap 


Green gave chase and reached the finish by 
diving from behind the Ferrari and virtually 

age a dead-heat had it not been for 
Corner’s penalty. So on the road the Ferrari! 
won, and Green won officially but whateve 
it was 8 JCB domination. 

Martin Morris made a hasty pit-stop on the 
fitth lap, but he didn’t lose @ position and 
finished an excellent third with Clive Aston's 
Aston Martin DB3S just holding to fourth 
place as Anthony Hutton’s usual Forward 
Enterprises Lister-Jaguar had closed to within 


4s of it by the finish, Hutton spent the race 
leading another of his Listers, the 34-litre 
model driven by Phillipe Renault who made 
2 pit-stop on the sixth lap and dropped on 


the road to seventh behind Chris Drake's ex. 
Beckett ListerJaguar. However Drake was 
penalised for some obscure reason and finished 
Seventh behind Renault. These were the only 
cars unlapped by the JCB duo. Murray Smith 
in Chris Renwick’s Ferrari 500 Monza was 


leading Drake when he spun at the Chicane 
and a lap later a half-shaft broke and he 
retired. 

John Pearson and Lord Cross shared the 
former's XK140 to good effect by taking 
eighth place not losing much time with its 
hasty ‘pitstop. Mike" Bowler's Frazer 
Nash Sebring spent its early laps dicing with 
Stephen Curtis’ 1953 Jaguar C before pulling 
away to finish a highly creditable ninth. 
Rupert Glydon's Jaguar C was leading both 
of these before making a pit-stop while 
Robin Rew took over and despite a spin, 
Rew worked ahead of the other C-type to 
finish “10th, Jean Beurlys' Ecurie Francor- 
champs Ferrari 250 Monza was dicing with 
Glydon when it retired: In a cloud of smoke 
and other retirements — included Robs 
Lamplough’s Ferrari Testa Rossa which had 
trouble finding the right. gears, Allan 
Brownlee’s Lotus 11 which went off the road 
and Chris Renwick's Lotus 15 which was 
well-placed with Bowler when its rear wheel 
nearly fell off 

‘An interesting dice for 15th place featured 
the Ferrari Monzas of Jack Maurice and 
Michel Nicolosi which "was resolved in 
Maurice’s favour when the Frenchman spun 
at the Chicane on the last lap, but still 
finished ahead of Jean Badre's Ferrari 250 
GT. Maurice Trintignant—another well-known 
driver making @ comeback—was lapping very 
rapidly im Robert Cooper's Lola-Climax to 
jead Curtis’ Jaguar before the Lola. made 
two pit-stops to take on more water, and 
eventually finish 22nd. 

There were many other _ interesting 
cars in this fabulous race, one Ferrari 500 
being driven by Luigi Chinett! Snr and Phil 
Hill 


ROBERT FEARNALL 


Biase, Riau Biitinad 


We are able to offer immediate or very 


early delivery of all the Mazda range. 
Demonstration cars available at all times 


WALCLIFFE 
MOTORS LTD. 


49/51 NORTH ROAD 


LANCASTER 
Telephone: Lancaster 63817 


For Mazda 
in Somerset 
PILTON GARAGE, PILTON 
Nr. Shepton Mallet 
Tel: Pilton 231 or 380 


THE YOUR MAIN 
MAZDA 


BELMONT DEALER IN 
GARAGE SURREY 
BELMONT ROAD. ‘SALES : 


BELMONT, SURREY SERVICE AND SPARES 


Tel Demonstrations a 
01-643 5451-2 pleasure 


MARR & FITZPATRICK 


Automobile Engineers 


MAZDA CARS MAIN DEALERS FOR AYRSHIRE 


72-76 DALBLAIR ROAD, AYR. Tel: 62612. 
These cars can be seen at the Ayr Motor Show, Stand 33, 
May 2-5. 


Hamble Motors 


HAMPSHIRE'S LEADING MAZDA DEALER 
Hamble Lane, Hamble, Southampton, Hants 
Telephone Hamble 2215 


@) MAZDA 


First the motor car. Now the rotor car. 


FULL_ RANGE OF DEMONSTRATION 
MODELS ALWAYS AVAILABLE 


J. DIXON & SON (Garages) LTD. 


THE FIRST MAZDA DEALER 
IN THE U.K. 
For a Demonstration 
Ring Bishop’s Stortford 722072 
SALES - SERVICE - SPARES 
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Sports extra 


MONDELLO PARK 


First time win for 
Heeley and Gryphon 


‘The Co Kildare MC's Motorcraft Mondello on 
Monday, June 4, had all the ingredients of a 
ly tively meetin, 5. brilliant 

Sunshine and exciting racing 
‘one of the best days yet at Irel 
manent circuit. Matte McNamara made his 
first appearance of the year, his immaculate 
Ford Escort now with 1936 cc FVC power, 
and romped away to an easy win In the saloon 
feature after Des Donnelly experienced gear 
ction troubles with his unsuitably geared 
16-valve Vauxhall Viva. The Formula Ireland 
thriller went to Patsy McGarrity in his Duck- 
hams March 722; and Richie Heeley cele. 
fed his first outing of the season by win- 
‘the clubmans race with his new Capital 
Gryphon C73, Mondello went rather flat 
last year, but if this meeting Is anything by 
the future of Irish motor 


Facing on the Mondello scene, it certainly 
looks very bright, 


run in two heats and 
club attracted three 


pract 
Niven's '5.7-litre Escort V8 on the ground: 
that the three-steering column was unsafe 
with two universal joints and only one sup- 
port between the wheel and the rack. Heat 
Winners were Des Donnelly and Mattie 
McNamara, driving Vauxhall Viva and Ford 
Escort FVC, respectively, and it was quite 
obvious that there was just no one else to 
chal pair in the final. Donnelly led 
for And then as he sorted out his 
wears at Shell, McNamara swept past and 
that was the end of a motor race! Jackie 
Patterson's Ulster DTV Vauxhall Fi 

no match for Donnelly's wrongly-x¢ 
fand he finished a lonely third. 


‘The Formula Ireland race was a real hum- 
dinger right from the flag, and in the usual 
scramble into Shell the Crossié-Vega 22F of 
Ken Fildes was bumped and the two front 
wings were reset at a cockeyed angle. Patsy 

red his March 722 away from 
to be chased by Tommy Reid 
in the IRC Brabham BT38/40 and Nelson Todd 
in his Crosslé-Hart 22F. Fildes took Todd and 
despite peculiar steering he pushed Reid so 
hard for second that there was little between 


Rallypoint's first round 
Despite an unfortunate clash with the Belgian 
round of the European Rallycross Champion- 
Ship. the first round of the Castrol Rallypoint 
Championship ‘has. attracted a. fine entry. 
especially. inthe Group 1 category where the 
Hillman “Avenger GTs of brothers Colin and 
Barry Malkin. will be competing against the 
Mexicos of Charles Eveson, Mike Smith and 
Colin Wild, the, Datsun 180s of tan Lawless 
Snd "Winston Perey and the Horsmans of 
Liverpool Opel Ascona of Chris Tompkinson. 

In the main class competition is expected 
from those competitors who have already done 
well at Long. Marston’ this Year, -includi 
Tom Airey's 1500 ce Minh, Don ilham, Ray 
Smith and Dudley Stock. who are also Mini 
mounted, the Triumph GT6 of Paul Northall 
and Roger Dawson, the Chrysler Dealer Team 
1200 ce Imp of Colin Malkin. Three other 
entries of particular interest are the Porsche 
Sit of Grif Griffiths, Rod Badham's Clan 
Crusader and the Daviian Autocraft of Alan 
Bishop. 

The event takes place at the well-known 
Long Marston circuit on Sunday, June 17, and 
the ‘frst timed runs commence at 10.00 am, 
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them at the finish, and Todd was just behind 
Fildes. 

‘The Clubmans race was another one to keep 
the crowd on its toes. Dave Furlong’s U2 
Mk IIB unfortunately died on the line and 
he was away last from the front row of the 
grid. For over a lap Richie Conroy in his 
Liam Cullen sponsored Gryphon C73 chased 
‘Tony Martin's U2 Mk 11, with Richie Heeley 
right behind in his immaculate purple and 
‘white C73 until he nipped into second, and at 
Dunlop on lap 2, Conroy spun his yellow C73 
and let Ivan Rothwell into third with his 
Toffo-U2 Mk 11. All eyes were on Martin and 
Heeley as they circulated almost as one car, 
and with two laps to go Heeley managed to 
find @ way through to race on to his first 
win with his new car. Rothwell threw away 
third at Dunlop and Conroy braked hard to 
avoid him and spun too, so that Dave Furlong 
found himself third after all! 


BRIAN FOLEY 


Ravenscroft again 


First man to break the 32 5 barrier at the 
Midlands sprint course at Curborough this 
year is John Ravenscroft from Stafford who 
last Sunday came within a whisker of setting 
a new record when he got down to 31.8 s in 
the RAC run off at the Shenstone & Dist CC 
championship event. 

‘arlier Ravenscroft, with the Lola T142 on 
real song for a change, took his class in 
32.2 s and he gave it everything in the last 


With an entry around 80, Shenstone 
attracted = good crowd to their own venue 
‘and the event saw one other class record 
broken. This was in the sport racing class 
where John Hinley got round in 366 s with 
his Landar to shave a fraction off the pre- 
vious best. One of the best battles was be- 
tween Cyril Baxter and Mike Overton in 
their Marcos machines. Baxter turning the 
tables of inveterate class winner Overton, 
pipping him by 0.1 s in 36.4 s after being 
drift on the first run. Herbert Shepherd 
again got below the 40's mark with his E- 


‘Type in the road going class for sports cars 
and Bob Turnbull (Alexis) had a good thrash 
with David Render (Brabham BT30), getting 
the class by a narrow 0.4 s while Tony Brad- 
‘well, in the Brabham-Quatro, did well to beat 
Jonty Williamson's McLaren M10 to finish 


DRAG NEWS 


Stone buys 
Bennet rail 


Biggest news in the drag racing world at 
present is that the Stone Racing team have 
bought the still-born Peter Bennet dragster. 
Peter had originally commissioned Allan Her- 
ridge to build the car nearly three years ago, 
and rumours have circulated ever since as to 


it promised to appear, and now at long last it 
looks like it will 


The car is a little short by current stand- 
ards, and will in fact have to be lengthened 
Stone in, The 


minium on 
injection and just 
can buy are inside, while a Sch 
plate clutch and Lenco two-speed transmis 
Bre also used. 


Although the car needs some detail finish- 
ing work, the team hope to bring it out later 
this year to join the rest of the big fuel 
dragsters. It also happens, of course, that the 
fengine will bolt straight into thelr altered one, 
which although already the quickest car in 
the country, Is not now thought to be capable 
of running a seven with just an injected set- 
up. Running 40 per cent, 8.6 s come regularly, 
land they think that 50 per cent could give 
8.38 or so, but at some risk to the motor, 
The blown ‘engine, designed to run on 60 per 
cent, should be easily capable of doing the 
job, and should run sixes in 

when fully sorted. Thi 
capable of running a 
fas well as the team, so a good performanc 
is almost guaranteed from the car. 

Before this comes out, though, they plan to 
debut their Chev-powered Escort for the 
Pro-Stock class, and this too should be a 
stronger contender against the bigger Camaros. 


Enlarged meeting 
this Sunday at the Pod 


‘This Sunday at Santa Pod, spectators will 
be treated to a double amount of racing, with 
the various semi-finals and finals left from 
the rain-shortened Whitsun meeting. Times 
set during the morning eliminations will count 
towards the afternoon's racing. Sponsored by 
G-Max Fuels who supply all the nitro for 
the cars and bikes, the eventual winner of an 
overall handicap "will recelve the G-Max 
‘Trophy. During the course of the day, each 
vehicle's best time and speed will be noted, 
and at the end of 

to give a performance index, 
200 mph run by a big dragster will give the 
figure 1,400, whilst a 14s run at 100 mph 
will also give a figure of 1,400, so that the 
winner could be from any cli 


@ Apologies to Gary Goggin for the injustice 
done to him in the Whitsun Santa Pod report. 
He did in fact win the race against Keyin Pil- 
ling on the Sunday, his “hole-shot” start 
getting him to the finish inches in front of 
Pilling despite the other car's quicker time. 
In fact Goggin was going exceptionally well 
on the weekend with his Pro-Stock Camaro, 
running @ best of 11.38 with the engine from 
his now-departed Corvette. Although the 
‘Camaro is some 500 Ib lighter than the "Vette, 
the engine has over two years of street and 
strip life on it, and managed a best of 11.565 
last year in the Corvette. 

Gary puts most of the improvement down 
to power shifting which, like Kevin Pilling, he 
is now getting very accomplished at. 


CROFT 


Mechanic Crawford’s lap record 


A fairy story came true at Croft on Sunday. 
Choularton lent the Autovita March 7 
mechanic Jim Crawford for the latter's 
annual perk.” Crawford had only raced 
once In the past two years (he chased Tony 
Dean at Croft last autumn in Choularton’s 
Lotus 69) yet he went out and, incredibly, 
shattered Dean's outright circuit record, on 
his way to victory. From the Chicane Craw- 
ford’s driving looked positively breathtaking. 
After this performance there could be no 
doube destination of BMW Conces- 
Honaires’ Man of the Meeting award. Unfor- 
tunately Crawford's performance rather 
upstaged a fine effort by Pete Clark who 
took the Wigley Plant Hire Crossié-Rowland 
25F to win both his heat and the final of 
the intensely competitive Tate and Yorkshire 
ia Ford event. This long-awaited 
k level on points with Peter 
the Tate Championship. 
nowadays the FFs were so 


‘As usual 
numerous as to require two heats and @ final 
and. in the first heat it was the threesome 


of Clark, Peter White (Palliser WDF2) and 
Bill Burley (Royale RP16) who pulled slightly 
away from the rest. White tried very hard 
indeed to pass the yellow Crosslé, especially 
on the fourth and the last laps. However, 
White's endeavours failed by 02 s with 
Burley another 0.2 s later. Behind the leaders 
a four car battle fought over fourth place, 
with Ted Payne's Ansa March 728 just over: 
coming John Kent's Royale RP16, John Simp- 
son's Bacal Nike Mk 10 (using Scholar power 
for the first time) and Ken Pickering’s Jet 
Gaz Jamun 13. 

For most of the second heat it looked 
like @ win for Mike Wrigley’s Piper-engined 
Merlyn Mk 11A, bur by lap 8 a good pur- 
suit race from Alo Lawler was bringing the 
latter into contention. As the pressure 
mounted on lap 9 Wrigley missed out the 
Chicane, so although he still won on the 
road his 1 min penalty dropped him right 
down the results. Behind Lawler there was 
@ real tear-up for the next place with Stu 
Baird's Merlyn Mk 24 grabbing it from Jose 
Ferreira da Silva (Elden Mk 8) after Kelvin 
Hesketh departed from the fray on the last 
lap in the Stein Lager Merlyn Mk 24. 

“The sports cars (all 10 of them) were 
lumped together next with Richard Simms 
taking up his position on the front row of 
the grid although he was anxious about an 
‘out-of-balance flywheel on the Chevron-FVA 
B19/21. For the entire race Simms sat on 
the tail of Barry Joel's ever-consistent Toll- 
bar Garage U2 Mk 11B, Behind them Caldwell 


‘Smythe's Swindon-engined Gryphon C73 lost 
his place to John Absalom's Ginetta G4 aft 
@ quick spin. However, Smythe soon got back 
Into his stride and repassed Absalom on lap 
9. John Holroyd’s U2 Mk 11B needed a very 
protracted push-start before it would leave 
the grid, but John came through the field 
well to take fifth place. 

The meeting also featured a qualifying 
round in the Reliant F750 series, and after 
fan initial spurt by John Giles's JGS Mk 2, 
the race soon became a duel between Giles 
and the DNC of John Richardson. The DNC 
Closed relentlessly until on lap 8 Richardson 
went by and Giles spun off irrevocably. On 
the same lap Mike Whatley's Marlin spun at 
the Chicane but still held on to what ws 
now second place ahead of Lyn Evans's smart 
green and black Team Castrol Centaur. One 
Of the best drives in the race came from 
Geoff Smith (JGS Mk 3) who had started 
at the back of the grid following a bad 
Practice misfire, The trouble cured, Smith 
soon came haring through the pack to take 
an. eventual fourth place ahead of Dave 
Roberts's Messenger. 


‘A very closely matched full grid of FFs 
now emerged for the final. At the start it 
was the bright green Royale of Lawler who 
led away ahead of Baird and Clark. These 
stayed very close indeed with Clark up to 
Second before the end of the first lap. Lawler 
Seemed marginally slower than Clark in some 
of the corners, and a slight misunderstanding 
because of this may have contributed to 
Lawler spinning off on lap 3, although Lawler 
was definitely not amused. Clark now had 
command and he gradually extended his 
Tead over Baird's Merlyn until the closing 
laps when Baird got nearer again. There was 
a gargantuan scrap for third place involving 
at least eight cars. This pack was well 
shuffled on lap 8 when Andrew Jeffrey (in 
third place) spun the Elden and was clouted 
by Bill Burley, with both restarting after 
some loss of time. In the end it was the 
Smooth Peter White who snatched third place 
from Ken Pickering's Jamun, Payne, the 
recovering Lawler and Stu Lawson's Hawke 
DL10. Still in this huge gaggle, Mike Wrigley 
was unable to better a commendable eighth 
after his rear-of-the-grid start following his 
heat penalty. A splendid race, and another 
indication that the Tate series is providing 
some of the best FF racing outside the 
National Formula Ford Championships. 

‘The Esso Uniflo Special Saloons looked 
good on paper but mechanical ailments rob- 
bed the race of a lot of interest. Charlie 


Bradley's D. A. Harris Escort BDA was pulled 
off the grid for an oil leak, Dennis Nott’s 
Chevvy-engined Escort was’ also removed 
from the grid, Chris Meek's Princess Ita 
Escort BDE, which had been fastest in prac- 
tice, failed to survive a lap, and even Derek 
Huntley's Escort FVC glided into the pits 
to retire from second place on lap 6. With 
Meek's demise there was no doubt about the 
winner, for even Huntley could not do much 
about ‘the SMT Vauxhall Firenza of Bill 
Dryden. In the end the Scottish Blydenstein 
car had 12 s in hand over Tony Sugden's 
Brook Hire Escort TC which only just 
managed to pull away from the irrepressible 
Alex Clacher with the Imp. Clacher naturally 
won the small class, and on this occasion 
‘was well ahead of the unfamiliarly coloured 
Mini-Ford/Holbay of Sedric Bell. Nevertheless 
Bell equalled Clacher's fastest lap time which 


Howlings, who was making a welcome return 
to libre racing in the ex-Tate/Meek Brabham 


BT38 with Racing Services BDA power, 
seemed to be in difficulties with their gears 
and neither reappeared. Their unfortunate 
retirements were soon forgotten however as 
all attention focused on the remarkable Craw- 
ford in the sparkling Atlantic March, This 
Virtual novice (his total racing career con- 

its of 13 FF races in an old Alexis and one 
race in the Lotus 69) was driving in a 
superbly confident manner and his lap record 
came during a drive when he lapped all but 
the Formula 3 GRD of Roger Craven, Head- 
ing the lapped runners came John’ Litter 
with his F3 Ensign and Peter White in the 
FF Palliser, It would be most interesting to 
see Crawford racing against the Atlantic 
regulars, 


CHRIS MASON 
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Sports extra 
Bevan’s double act 


Beware John Bevan, That's the message from 
the eighth round of the Castrol/BT&RDA 
Autocross Championship where the 1972 
champion showed he is well and truly getting 
the hang of his Daf 66 saloon. He came within 
‘a tenth of a second of Bob Merridale in his 
Escort last Sunday down at Creigiau, near 
Cardiff at the Welsh Counties round and, on 
his latest showing, it won't be long before the 
man from Gloucestershire gets his first l 
win. Just to keep his hand in Bevan also 
rought along Naveb and with insolent ease 
took BTD by over 5 s. 

‘This latest. round ‘in the championship 
attracted 70 entries and again most of the 
class leaders present maintained their chal- 
lenges, with one main exception. This was in 
the up to 1000 Mini class where John Yates 
from Barnstaple scored his first win of the 
jerles when he pipped Frank Morris. Both 
got down to 1m 22.4 s on their sescond runs 
Dut Yates, over @ second quicker on his first 
run, took’ the class. A tie, again on second 
runs, meant that first runs had to count to 
decide the destiny of points in the small Mini 
class, Here the contestants were Nick Garner 
and Martin Barnard, Garner had started with 
f quickish one and although Barnard improved 
by. over three secs subsequently they both 
stopped the watches at 1m 23.5 s, Garner 
taking the class by a fraction over 2 s. 

Barnard, however, had consolation when he 

ed ‘to beat the Brian Evans/David 


In the standard car class. 
1m 28,1 s to pip Evans” 
20.0 5, giving Barnard his fifth cla 
he is equal, on 54 points, with Roger Brunt 
In the overall points rating 

After two class wins Richard Macdonald 
had to settle for third behind Garner and 
Barnard in the small Minis class but he is 
still in second place in the class. Bob Merri- 
Gale's 1300 Escort had the edge on Bevan by 
half a second when they clashed in their class 
‘and although Merridale improved by half a 
second to 1 m 25.2 5 later on Bevan carved 
off eight tenths to finish on 1 m 25.3 s with 
Dick Keen's Escort GT collecting four points 
in 1 m 265 ¢. The Triumph GT6 of 
Northall and Roger Dowson proved to be over 
two secs quicker than Ron Easton's TVR 
Vixen with Northall taking his third class win 
in Im 25.0 s while Dowson got down to 
1 m 25.3 s on his second tour. In the rear 
engined class, poorly supported, John Button 
romped away’ with the VW from Roger Burn 
(Imp), a second separating them. 

Roger Brunt led the middie Mini cla 
with 1m 23.4 8 on the first runs, a fraction 
ahead of Yates and nearly 2 s quicker than 
Morris but he failed to improve second time 
round and Yates stormed through to a notable 
win and became the only driver apart from 
Brunt and Morris to have won the class this 
year, 

‘After George Warren had blown off the 
opposition with a 1m 24.7 s to take the big 
saloon class with his Escort RS 1700, David 
Fuell became the fifth man to score a win in 
the over 1000 Mini class with a fine 1 m 
22.0 s first run. He finished on only three 
cylinders and that was that so he had to wait 

jong time before Malcolm Riches went out 
Again but as he could not get below 1 m 22.8 s 
the class went to the Midlander with Alan 
Northway third just over a second off the 
pace setter 

Bevan achieved BTD with Naveb in 1 m 
17.6 s which was nearly 10 s ahead of Arnold 
Butcher (Lotus 6) who still leads the Specials 
class with 28 points, Bevan's efforts in this 

not counting towards BT&RDA points. 
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With points in the Si 
pionship again at stake, 
MC attracted a good entry for their National 
Sprint at Blackpool on Sunday, June 10. Run 
on a 1200 yard course bounded on both sides 
by ‘rather forbidding concrete walls, a safe 
passage through the chicane was uppermost 
in the minds of most competitors. 

As expected, it was the BRM P153 of John 
McCartney which took overall BTD with a 
time only eight hundredths of a second out- 
side the course record and a speed in excess 
of 145 mph recorded near the finish. Second 
fastest overall and winner of the ove 
1600 cc racing car class was John Briggs’ 
Harris F500 while in the next class down 
David Hamer (LB Vauxhall) defeated David 
Ward's Lotus which is still dressed up as an 
Eagle from the film Grand Prix, Hamer's 
run was not without dramas finishing in a 
huge cloud of smoke with the supercharged 
‘Vauxhall unit spraying its oll everywhere. 

Geoff Deakin’s spirited driving in his Alexis 
overcame some notable opposition to win 
him the 1100 cc Racing Car class and also 
the Best Novice award. Elsewhere, George 
Whittingham's Clubman's DMW was very 
rapid as usual and Paul Pycroft's De Tomaso 
‘had an easy win in its cla 


iderad Sprint Cham- 
‘Longton and District 


Silverstone—continued 


Aston in the ex-Minilite Astra RNRIA. In 
the confusion Jordan took over second in 
pursuit of Candler while Charnell fell farther 
away after his promising start. With two laps 
to go Jordan mad in that he would win 
on ‘the road as well as on paper by taking 
the lead on Club Straight and coming home 
@ popular winner in his ageing CanAm car. 
Candler was given 60 s for his indiscretion, 
dropping him to eighth but Grob, although 
just failing to catch the March, moved up to 
second since Lord was over 10s in arrears. 
‘The 1300 class missed Mike Andrew, whose 
BDA-engined Alexis Mk 19 somehow acquired 
grit in the engine at Croft two weeks ago. 
In his absence Lynden Thorne took a good 
win in the Aldon AL2X, which was handling 
after a switch bi 


records 

‘The Formula Ford Silverstone flesta was 
a Wella for Men round this week although 
the less said about the Wella-sponsored car 
in the race, the better. Any car which can 
break the tow at Silverstone must have a 
good engine and the two able to do this were 


Ehris Woodcock’s Merlyn Mk 20A, with 
which Rob Cooper set the current lap record, 
and novice Richard Eyre's Davron-powered 
Dulon MPI5. Woodcock was always at the 
front and seemed a certain winner by half 
distance, but Eyre (who had set fastest time 
in practice) broke well away from a hectic 
bunch of 10 or so disputing third and caught 
up, taking the lead on lap 7. For the last few 
laps Woodcock and Eyre tossed the lead 
around on every lap and Eyre seemed to have 
the edge, only to be badly baulked by a 
back marker at Woodcote for the last time, 

ywing Woodcock a clear run for the line, 
although they were both given the same 
time. Ted Wentz brought his Elden Mk 10 
into third, while Peter Harrington could have 
been fourth, but spun his Cougar at Woodcote 
fon the penultimate lap. Since Graham Elking- 
ton and Roy Klomfass had already spun their 
Royale RPI6s at various times, the latter at 
Woodcote which sent the older Royale RP3A 
of the innocent Mick Biles into the sleepers, 
it was John Lipman’s Davron-powered Dulon 
LD9 which scuttled into fourth ahead of 
Murray Sandman's Fablon-covered. elderly 
Lotus 61M, David Heale’s Dulon LD9, Peter 
Orlando's Merlyn Mk 20A and a recovering 
Klomfass. Championship leader Roger Man- 


ning retired his Elden Mk 10 when the fly- 
wheel came off, having earlier missed involve- 
ment in Klomfass’s spin by the barest frac- 
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AUTOSPORT 


CLASSIFIED 


NEW CAR GUIDE 


MERCEDES-BENZ 


ALFA-Ri 


JAGUAR 
qype on cours, 


K reg late 1971, 17,000 miles. New 7 tyres 
‘on ‘Dunlop, wheels. HRW. Radio/stereo. New 
Carpets. Excellent condition throughout 


£1,000. 
Mr Ravder 
‘Tel: 01-491 7491 office hours. 


MORGAN 
MOSKVICH 


Zan8, “Vers Reinmam’ 30088 (Eoes" 
DAMAGED CARS. 
PAMAGED ines osameaneat Ctyee Pr 


Fee g52" sur “evenin cy 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 59-62 * Racing and Competition Cars 62-65 * Autosport Market Place. 65-68 


Brandon Motors Ltd. 


FERRARI DISTRIBUTORS FOR WARWICKSHIRE 
BRANDON, NR COVENTRY 
Telephone Wolston 2285/6 


Giing Brakee 
is on Sun Electror 
ing en the Sun 


ies tin Gee eet aces vince: || DBS MOTORS 0f Leicester 


ance on your-used car—try this really 
‘and silent car—24,000 RETAIL SPECIALISTS 


year engine warranty oF FULLY WARRANTED 
Usually in stock at 
1 hundo pt eee ES AMERICAN AUTOMOBILES 
lain Mazda Dealers Caley 
Tal: Sheffield $2226 West End Garage Service Tol : 0533 932534 


GOOD SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORT Rawtenstall, Lancs. Rossendale 4051. to use our Robophones. 


SPORTS CARS FOR HIRE 


MGBs, MGB GTs, “ E” TYPE ROADSTERS, 


MORGANS AND TRIUMPH STAGS 


Comprehensive insurance, AA membership. Radios. 
overdrives, atc, fitted. 


SPORTSHIRE LTD., REECE MEWS, LONDON, SW7 TEL: 01-589 6894 


VICTORIA MOTORS 
(ST. ALBANS LTD.) 


has 

1969 Jensen, red with silver roof, New 

gearbox just fitted, radio/stereo, £3,200 
0.n.0,' HP/PX. 


AC ACE. 1064 
Recon fitted. with. Ja Za 
Inte eration. “Bent “omer ‘around E1400. "Ooty 


10 ameito 2 pam. 8 Dim to midOMT, A, 


1425 cc HILLCLIMB AND 
SPRINT MINI 


Lightweight body with fabricated back sus: 
pension. Steel main bearing cap. block, big 
Waive head, Super sprint cam, 48 IDA Weber. 

ox ‘complete with jAtk, 1, Salisbury 


Rebuilt sports GT 
assemb 

Nine 

option 

boxes. 


1971 PORSCHE 911S 


Factory built lightweight 2.2 litre, S-speed 
box, tangerine. ‘matt ‘black 


Phone: 01-889 4115 
VARCROFT LIMITED 
67 Coburg Road, 
Wood Green, London, N22 


HONDA 99 CUSTOM 1300 4-DOOR SALOON 
This is 9 rare opportunity to purchase an exceptional motor car, 115 bhp—and 
140 mph—from 1300 cc in a practical 4-door saloon. Features include dry sump 
lubrication, electric aenal and push-button radio, head restraints, hazard warning 
Tights, etc, etc. 
First purchased overseas in 1970. Right-hand drive, 27,000 km recorded. £675. 
Tel: Jack Brabham (Worcester Park). 01-337 9755—CLAIMED. 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 59-62 


ON THE BORDERS OF 


BUCKS AND BERKS 


SCIMITAR 

MAIN AGENTS 
EARLY 
DELIVERY 


Demonstration cars available 
Selection from used stock 


+28 130/5. Blue 
+28 130/4, White 


‘Burnham 5354 or 4866. 


HINE & WHITE 


1968 Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow. Fin- 
shed in Caribbean bive with blue 
tide upholstery. Sundym glass and 
refrigeration, Exceptional condition 

£7450 


1967 Porsche 9118 Coupé. Yellow/black 
Recaro seats, 0, Sundym 
£1995 


1972 Alfa’ Romeo 2000. Berlina saloon. 
Dutch blue, beige interior. 1 owner 


£1895 


1972 Jaguar V12 E-Type Roadster. Dark 
blue/grey hide interior. Manual gearbox, 
sundym glass, push-button radio, elec. 
aerial, cww. Full history and bills avail 
ablo. Outstanding example, offered at. 
€3150' 


1972 Ford Capri 2000 XLR GT. Daytona 
yellow/black interior, viny! roof, HAW. 
‘owner... 2 121148 


1971 Lancia Flavia 2000 Coupé. Mer 
‘gold/black trim. 1 owner, 24,000 
PAS. radio, electric serial. HRW. Perfect 
condition: siete aI 


1971 Ferrari Daytona GTB4. Italian racing 
red, black interior. Radio/stereo, hrw. 
19,000 miles. Rec, very exceptional con- 
dition £7995 


1970 Triumph TR6 Roadster. Finished in 
white with black interior. Fitted over- 
drive, Yadio, hard and soft tops. Full 
service history. 27,000 miles. 1 family 
from new £1175 


ABBOTS WORKS, FARNHAM 
Tel.: FARNHAM 4441/5888 


* Racing and Competition Cars 62-65 * Autosport Market Place 65-68 


EWNHAM SPORTS CAR CENTRE 


‘The Specialist in all sports car tuning has 


el 


high speed box, tinted glass, 


1969 (H) ALFA ROMEO 1750 GTV. Finished In Aife red, black Interior. Radio. Super’ condition ..... £1295 


1d vee our selection of cars for 


sports enthusiasts 


We sre sigo NOW OPEN ON SUNDAYS 10am-apm 
Mr Lenton, The Street, Newnham, Sittingbourne, Kent. Tel: 079-689 400. 


1971 Chevrolet Camaro Zee 28 350 cu VB. 
speed close ratio box, Positraction 
rear axle, new polley steel tyres on wide 
Wheels, immaculate in orange. Shattering 
Performance. £2495. 


Tel: 01-644 0034 


MAZDA 
RX2 


Most powerful of rotary- 

engined cars, top speed 120 

mph. Less than 8,000 miles. 

Fully equipped throughout. 

Radial tyres, radio, PAS, power 

brakes. Genuine reason for 
sale. £1800 new. 


Asking £1350. 
Tel: Sheffield 748070. 


LOTUS 


1971 Elan Sprint DHC. (K_ reg). 
Lagoon blue, Mono colour. 28,000 
miles. Extras. Superb. 
181295. HP arranged 
Tel: Cambridge 59549 (day). or 
Trumpington 3252 
(evenings and weekends) 


WEST COUNTRY 


CORNWALL, DEVON SPORTS 
CAR SPECIALIST 


1971 FORD MUSTANG MACH 1. 351 cu 
Metanre olive ‘green. Sundym glass, 


1965 SAAB SPORT. Monte Carlo blue. Very rare 
teat Recent rebuild srs 
1972 TRIUMPH TRS. Red. adic ras 
Please contact 
PENRYN CAR SALES, FALMOUTH. 
Tol: Penryn (03267) 2725. 
‘Also selection of wide range of sports cars 


SIMON JAMES 
MOTORS LTD. 
Pendle Garage 
RIMINGTON 
CLITHEROE 


Quality Cars for the 
Connoisseur 
We have a limited number of new Clan 


Crusaders for immediate delivery from 
stock. 


CLAN CRUSADER 
Tol : Garage—GISBURN 535 


BSR hath 


Genuine 1970 L reg Mach 1, 351 
¢ inch Cleveland engine, power 
steering, radio. 32,000 miles. Excel- 
lent condition. 
£1850 ono 
Tel: 01-591 0032 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 59-62 * Racing and Competition Cars 62-65 * Autosport Market Place 65-68 


CATERHAM CAR SALES TOWNEND - CATERHAM - SURREY 


FOR YOUR NEW AND CATERHAM 46666 
USED ‘LOTUS SEVEN Also 142 FINCHLEY ROAD N.W.3 


ALL LOTUS WANTED FOR CASH 01-794 9659 


GERRY Se a 
MARSHALL : 


offers 


UNIQUE FORD ESCORT 


Originally cost £4000 to build. Speci- 
fication includes 3.5 litre Rover V8 
engine, all synchromesh E-type gear- fore Barve, Desees 
box, wide J. A. Pearce mag wheels, 
limited slip differential, special seats, 
rollover cage. This vehicle is com- 
pletely tractable for the road. Offered 
at a fraction of the original building 
cost with a genuine 180 miles 
recorded on the car. £1495. 
ALSO 
One of the world's biggest-selling 
Sports cars, i.e, a 1972 Datsun 
240Z, finished ‘in white, black 
interior, All the usual extras and a 
radio. Definitely the current status 
symbol. £1935. 
Why not try one ? 
1972 NSU R080. Absolute comfort, 
fantastic ease of handling, plus 
economy offered in this low-mileage 
example. £1995. 


MARSHALL WINGFIELD LTD. 


856 Finchley Road, London, NW11. 
Tel: 01-458 4204. 


HORSLEY, NR. GUILOFORD, SURREY 


JENSEN 
prog ite ERM UTIS@ 


WHARF GARAGES, STOKE-ON-TRENT 
Tel; 48361-47623 


LEN STREET Lid. 


MAIN DEALER FOR LOTUS 


IN LONDON 
01-370 4114 @ 


FIRST CHOICE MOTOR: 


GINETTA G15 
from £1,395 


Demonstrators. available, 


Why not sell 
your sports car 
on this page. 
Tel: AUTOSPORT 
01-636 3600 


CONTACT in the NORTH EAST 
‘A. B. GELDER. 
London Road South, 


‘Shot 
Tot: Shetield 52228, 
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aiuto 1969 Porsche 
ae 911 Tilux 


yellow. 36,000 miles. Superb, condition 
‘aa, Tinted. windows, rear wiper. HRW. 
radia, new tyres. 3 
e206. 


Tol: 01-629 1822 day; 01-385 8539 evenings. 


RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 59-62 * Racing and Competition Cars 62-65 * Autosport Market Place 65-68 
RACING 


enaouass are HILLCLIMB CARS 


MONO?OSTO CARS RoW Cin" cwassis 


racing Cars -eng ee 


MARCH 721%, Being Maed with F3C00 res ° i 3 


GEARBOXES | 


Racing car spares, current or old 
‘Must be in good condition. 


INCORPORATING ECURIE SANTOS RACING DEVELOPMENTS 


PREPARE ENGINES, GEARBOXES, CARS. ETC gam 6pm 
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MARCH 722 


Michael Mather and Kim Mather’s Atlantic 
car. Complete car £3000, or will split. Spare 
wheels, tyres, ratio spares. Negotiable PX 
road car or boat, or what have you. BMW 
2500 engine. Various Alfa engines, gearboxes 
and parts. 


Eric Mather. Tel: St Helens 24323. 
2 Wagon Lane, Haydock, Near St Helens. 


,SINGLE-SEATER RACING CARS 


F5000 FOR SALE 


1 Lola T330. 4 races. Immaculate condition. 
As rolling chassis with one complete set 
of wet weather wheels and assorted gear 
ratios. With specialised body work £5250 


2 as new ready to race Bolthoff fuel injection 
engines. £3250 each. 


1 enclosed 4-wheel trailer. Immaculate con- 
dition. £500 


1 Transit Van—crew bus. Excellent condition. 
34,000 miles. £800 


Also miscellaneous parts available. Price to be 
negotiated. 


For details, please contact : 


COLIN HYAMS 
MOTOR RACING PTY LTD 


3 Audley Square, London W1Y 5DR 
Tel: 01-499 6761 
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"Suppliers of cars and Specialist Equipment to the 
Club Racing Enthusiast 
OFFER THE FOLLOWING RANGE 


Tel: Farnham (Surrey) 6696 or call at 
LOW COST RACING LTD, Wreeclesham 
Famham. Surre 


BRABHAM BT38 
FORMULA ATLANTIC 


Complete less engine, front radiator, on 10s and 15s with 
B33. Fitted low rear wing and FT200. £1750 ono. Mk Vill 
gearbox §-speed, LSD with inboard discs. £275 ono. Mk Vill 
gears, negotiable as @ set. 185 bhp Holbi 
£600. David Wood BDE rebuilt with full F2 3 
Sundry injection pumps, Bendix, BT38 spares, negotiable. 


Bumhom 5672 (day), or Henley 2511 (day), 
Kidmore End 3846 (night) 


Due to withdrawal by ” Tate of Leeds Ltd“ 
this superb car is now for sale. Two short 
races from new and can only be described as 
immaculate. Complete rolling chassis and 
gearbox. 
£2950 for quick sale. 
Tel: Leeds 26216 
Leeds 685082 


Ippokampos Racing 


offer for sale 
their last year’s 


TRANSPORTER 


BEDFORD TK10. 
Tel: 01-937 9146. 


If you are a rally specialist or 
have any rally equipment to 


sell why not give us a ring on 


01-636 3600 
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ae we started motor racing san 


IMMACULATE 
GROUP 2 


XK-SS JAGUAR AND 
“Dp” TYPE JAG 


Only 16 built at factory (XK-SS). 8 or 9 believed to 
be left. A factory-built, road-equipped “OD” type 
Jaguar. Original XK-SS. Asking price £12,000 each. 
Herb Wetson, 
30 Sunrise Highway, 


JAGUAR Mk2 


Full race. Famous ex Graham Hill car. Buy 12. 
Approximately 300 bhp. Spare wets, dries. 
Complete and ready to race. £700. 


Tel: St Albans 64076. 
Business reasons force sale 


GT 40 
FORD 
MARK 1 


Liss, now, original, 4420, road miles. All road and racing options of 1966, 


Now York, USA, 17881 


F2 BRABHAM 
BT38 
Peter Westbury’s F2 Brabham BT38 is offered for sale. 
Complete rolling chassis together with almost complete set 
of gearbox ratios, spare nose and front wings, slightly 
damaged spare tub, and various other bits and pieces. £2650. 


Also 83 mm x 87 mm 1973 cc Felday BDA engine. £1500. 
Tel: Dorking 730229. 


BRAND NEW 
BRABHAM BT40 FORMULA ATLANTIC CAR 


Fitted with new Brian Hart BDA. Never used due to personal reasons. 
OFFERS. 


Tel: REIGATE 43798 (Evs) 01-788 1141 (Day) 


MARCH 712M 
FORMULA ATLANTIC 


Whole set of spares, including Falconer 
bodywork. 
Best offer over £2400. 


Tel: BUNWELL 223 (Norfolk) 


Tony Jones, AVJ DEVELOPMENTS. Pershore Trading Estate, 
Pershore, Woree. Tel: Pershore 3498 (day) 3098 (evening). 10 
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QUICKSILVER RACING ENTERPRISES 


OFFER 


F5000 1973 MACRAE 


Kinsler fue! injected, stainless steel braided oll, fuel and brake 
Nines, spare gears, fully sorted but not raced 

‘Complete, $19,000. Without engine, $13,000. 
Purchaser to pay shipping from States. Around £100. 


company requires two mechanics. Fl and 5000. Top 
St febricating with complete understanding of chassis 
and. suspension functions. Formula V and Porsche expert 
in building air cooled motors. 

Both successful applicants will have fares paid to USA and 
accommodation will be provided. 1 year minimum contract 
required. Starting salary $150 per week. Reply in first instance 


“THINK AUTOMOTIVE 


A Greenford Avenue 
Southall, Middlesex 
Tol: 01-874 4652 


URGENTLY REQUIRED 


Experienced racing mechanic, must be capable of 
taking complete charge. Salary by negotiation, house 
and transport provided. 


Please apply to : The Secretary, 
Chris Meek Group of Companies, 
Titon House, Westgate, Leeds. 
Tel: Leeds 26216 /41381 /22890/621534 


1965 Lotus Cortina rolling chassis complete, 
just less engine. Excellent condition £200 ono. BOB LECKIE’S 


Full race Ford cam, £750. SINGER CHAMOIS COUPE 


Lotus 1558 crank, £5. 
Full race cage for Anglia, £12.50. ome a oe 


Fibreglass front for Anglia, complete with profile slicks. Set of wets, two on Minilites. This car has 
lights, spots and scoop, £10. had 2 firsts end 3 seconds in 6 outings. Loads of spares. 
Set of 1650 flat top pistons, £8. This car has had to be readvertised a8 a previous transaction 


Tel: Connah’s Quay 2909 Contact Bob Leckie, 0224 24170 after 6 pm. 
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‘BALANCING ‘CARBURETTERS CAR SEATS 


BDA TWIN-CAM 


WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 


364 CRICKLEWOOO LANE. LONDON. NW2 20s 
Tete Ones 203s 


CAR TRANSPORTATION 
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RACING NUMBERS AND DON PARKER MOTORS 
PIT BOARDS MANUFACTURER OF 


DRIVON CAR TRANSPORTER TRAILERS 


SHARP Racing offer the following products EASY ONE-MAN LOADING 
Pit board, complete with 0-9 3 times, plus and minus, carrying Reg Design 

bag, exira slot-in name slides. Please state signalling instruc 

tons as required when ordering. £12.50. 

‘of 80 numbers £3.02}. White circles 20p each. White 
tangle 24} each. Pad of 25 race record sheets 38)p per 
pacl 


1970 2002 BMW. 1 owner. Low mileage, texed, radio 


‘£1275 

“Kreg 2002 BMW. Built 1970. LHD. Steel sunshine 
roof, Cibie biodes, radio, taxed £1100 from £78. 10 cwt to 
1970 1600E Cortina. Needs attention after vandalism 16 cwt capacity. 4-Wheel Trailers from £153. 16 cwt, 


1550 to 2 ton capacity. 
Rolling Escort shell with trim and any other part SPARES AND TOWING BRACKETS TRADE AND RETAIL 


desired Offers 
BDA Formula 2 cylinder heads, con rods and pistons Works : SANGORA ROAD 
Offers 113 St JOHN'S HILL, 
Tel: Hertford 5316 (day) LONDON SW11 1SY. Tel: 01-228 7327. 


Near Granada cinema, IClepham Junction. 


01-731 2853 (evening) SEND 13p FOR @ROCHURE, DOUBLE REFUND ON PURCHASE 


Start or develop your sales career 


RAPID MOVEMENTS LTD. 


THE Motor Sport Shipping Specialists need an 
experienced 


AIR FREIGHT CLERK 


Motor racing fanatic. Salary negotiable. 
TED MOORE. 
Tel: Ashford (69) 42254. 


MINI SPARES 


Full race rolling shell S suspension and brakes, fightweight 
panels, Burt 8, £185. 999 S block assembly. recent rebuild, 
new crank etc. Steel flywheel and timing year, £85. 

Straight cut close ratio gearbox. 41 Salisbury, £70. 

Full race cylinder head, £40. 

1 set alloy 6} and 7} 12" Ounlop drys, £60. 

1 set Good; Firestone drys end tubes, as new, £55. 
Many more 


Tel: Stiifnal 461049 (Salop) oF ‘Albrighton 3401. 


with a pace setting publisher 
HAYMARKET PUBLISHING LIMITED 
HAVE 5 SALES VACANCIES 


nthe Le 


ith @ generous bonus 


TEL: 01-636 2600. 


AMERICAN SPARES 
ALL MAKES & MODELS 1960-1972 


Contact sets. Condensers. Rotor arms. Distributor caps. 
Starter switches and solenoids. Starter motors. Alternators, 
starter, generator and alternator brushes. Starter motor drive 
pinions. Voltage regulators. Champion plugs. HT lead sets. 
Mallory dual-point distributors. Oil pressure switches. Bonded 
brake shoes. Disc brake pads. Master and wheel cylinder 
repair kits. Engine gaskets—sets or soparately. Exhaust valves. 
Clutches, disc and bearings. Water pumps. Radiator hose. 
Valvoline oils. Ford, Chevrolet and Chrysler workshop manuals. 
Steering/suspension ball joints and tie rod ends. Oil and 
air filters 


HONEST PRICES—ASK FOR QUOTATION 


HEXAGON OF HIGHGATE 
require 


SKILLED MECHANICS 
with experience of one or ‘more of the following cars : 
ALFA ROMEO 
ASTON MARTIN 


BMW Watford Motor Accessories 
LOTUS 326-330 St Albans Road, Watford WD2 5PN 
PORSCHE Tel: Watford 21776 


Interviews by appointment only. 


Mon-Si i 10 am- 
oii Tom jon-Sat 9 am-6 pm ; Sunday 10 am-1 pm 
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“SPARES” “SPARES” “SPARES” 


Universal Salvage Ltd are dismantling for spares, 
Aston Martin DB4 and DB6. 1968 Lancia Flavia 1800 
Vigale convertible. Also Lancia Fulvia 1300, 4-door 
saloon. Lotus Europa, 1969. Daf 44 and Daf 33 Van. 


Contact : Universal Salvage Ltd 
Kingsway 
‘Luton 
Tel: Luton 25576 


NORVIC RACING ENGINEERING LTD 


Steel driveshaft sets for Elan — cures that 
wind-up feeling, £60. Complete with spacers, 
bolts etc. Plus VAT. 

Industrial Estate 
Wymondham 
Norfolk 
Tel: Wymondham 3741 


ROLLOVER BARS 


ALEY BARS 


NEW ALLARD. 
CONVERSIONS 


to customer's requirements. 
(As tested by Triple 


SAFETY GLASS 


HEWLAND GEARBOXES 


AEBUILDS—REPAIRS—NEW AND 5/H SPARES (Rene ane racing, Accewrien (Hetberm) se 
MAND RATIOS 2 


RACING GEARBOX CENTRE 


124 Oldbury Place, London, 
rot: ors 7m (@a-hour Aneatone). 


compermrive ram 
EQS 2 Biol, ‘Hema 
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LOTUS SPARES 


STOCKISTS OF ALL LOTUS SPARES 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 


OPEN. EIGHT. TILL ONE SATURDAY 
m MAIL ORDER C.0.0. 
WAvwonD 


victor nAvsungok MaToRS. 
iz WIGH STREET. WATFORD. 
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SPHERICAL BEARINGS 


RALLY EQUIPMENT AND 


Racing and Competition Cars 62-65 * Autosport Market Place 65-68 


‘TRANSPORTERS, 


For all wheel problems contact: 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR Ci 


7 Jeddo (oad, i Saper Bush 


Tob 01-749 1391/2 


SERVICES 


CONVERSION AND TUNING AGENTS 
cROW 


Engineering 


WEBER STOCKISTS 
CRYPTON DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT 
RACE AND RALLY PREPARATION 
CRANK ‘BALANCING SERVICE 
CROW TREES MOTOR CO. 
MUDDERSFIELD ROAD, BRIGHOUSE. YORKS 
Tel : Brighouse 4670. 


Peter Bryant Maps 
EXPERT MAPS FOR EXPERT NAVIGATORS 


STOP PRESS. Paul White navigates Nigel Rockey to victory with 
mn. First Bristow, First Servais, First 


fi30" 2350, according to. map. numbers, 
vost of the champion rallies for the past 18 months, 


Phone/write for details: MPA Ltd, Grange Road, Thornton Heath, 
Surrey. 01-689 1454 (24 hours). 


ESCORT OUTBOARD 
TURRET KIT 


£14.85 (p & p 66p) 
Fitting charge £29.15 VAT included. 


As fitted by Will Sparrow on Paul Faulkner's Escort and 
used on Auto's Escort for 1973 International Welsh Rally. 


GOODBROOK MOTORS LTD. 


Tel: Redditch (073 $2) 66294 (Wores) 


START OR DEVELOP YOUR 
SALES CAREER WITH A 
PACE SETTING PUBLISHER 


Vacancies require no previous expt 
Haining wil be given, Others ‘are for Senior Representatives 
k \gerial_ positions. 

from £1200 to with @ generous bonus 


‘These vacancies need to be filled immediately. 
if you are interested contact Rodney Powell. Tel : 01-636 3600 
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PROTECT YOUR FAC! 


With an. 
1G.D. SAFETY VISOR 
(Clear Only) 


ONLY 2mm 

Polycarbonate 
Visor gives full 
protection from 
Flying Objects. 


Retail £5:98 


Witha 
TRACKSTAR 4000 


ONLY Trackstar 
Helmets have 
Different Shel! 
sizes to cater 
for all Headsize 
Requirements 


Retail £24-50 


Racing and Competition Cars 62-65 * Autosport Market Place 65-68 


With 
LINEA SPORT FPT 


Double Layer 
Suit (£85) 

oh Underwear 

“< (£42-50) 
3 Types of 
Gloves (from £12) 
Shoes (£15) 


lExpensive-the Best Always is! 


Sole distributors GORDON SPICE Ltd Staines 57867 


{2B CENTRAL TRADING ESTATE STAINES MIDDX—Send for Descriptive Leaflet 


UF 
helmets 
£6.40 inc. VAT 
‘TRACKSTAR nee ieee 
£24.50 inc. VAY 


78 BISHOPSGATE 
Tonpow cca 
Son 3851 


CITY SPEED SHOP 


V.W_ DERRINGT o 


FOR ALL 


WEBER CARBURETTERS 


SALES ANO SPARES 
Manitoige, Ae Tramoata, Ave Cleaners, Gaakets 
Wings snd Carburetor Units 


10-11 London Rend, Kingston €821/2, 
Survey 2a arc 


HOWE CAMS 
EXHAUSTS WEBERS 


Leading spécialist for every make 
JEFF HOWE EXHAUSTS 
Rear Hollyville Cafe, Main Road, 
West Kingsdown (near Brands Hatch) 
Tel: 2347 (Kent) 


INTEGRAL HELMET 
‘SNELL APPROVED 


£18. 20 + var 


Smral/Medim/targe 


BMW _ SPARES 


NEW AND SECONDHAND 
‘SPECIAL TUNING PARTS 


A. minimum of 25% discount on all 
BMW spares both body and mechanical. 
Ail special tuning parts available. if not 
‘ex-stock, delivery within 1 week. 
MERCEDES: 
PORSCHE 
TOYOTA 
su 
The above spares, are also available, all 
years. 
MONZA MOTOR COMPANY, 
Rear of 35 Quarry Road, 
‘Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
‘Tel : Tunbridge Wells 23093. 


Linea sport FPT 
racewear 


your list of stockists 


Jaybrand Racewear Ltd 
Highbury Street, Lincoln Road, 
jh 


Road & Racing (Holborn) Ltd 

8 Procter Street, London WC1 
01-242 3080 

Aylesbury Tappett 

48 Buckingham Street, Aylesbury, 


racowoar as 
ING FORMULA ONE 


We export standard and competition parts, 
accessories and cars to all parts of the world. 
For more information on how we can supply 


you with the parts you need or sell the parts 


you make, please contact WOS. 


wos MOTOR PARTS AND ACCESSORIES LTD. 


CORONATION ROAD. CRESSEX INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
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NEWBURY MOTORS LIMITED 


S. A. C. NEWBURY > 
Halesowen, Near Birmingham, Worcestershire 
Telephone: 021-550 1641 


Mercades 250 St. 


E-Type 42 FHC, 1970. Regency red/black. 2 owners, 39,000 


wn. 2 


Healey. Green with black trim, Radio 1725 
WH, 1972. Finiahed in ree! biue/black 


Mk tit, 1973, Finished in reel blue with 


Siver/wnive vim. Refrigeration. stare 
Powners, 42.008" mites e008 


3977. White with Bleck, 2 owners 


MG - WOLSELEY - VANDEN PLAS 
BENTLEY - JENSEN-HEALEY 


DISTRIBUTORS - MORRIS « JENSEN 
OFFICIAL RETAILERS: ROLLS-ROYCE 


SAFETY BEADS ON RIM AS PER F1 
QUAD SPOKES FOR STRENGTH AND EFFICIENT 
BRAKE COOLING 
POLISHED RIM 
RESISTANT TO CORROSION 
LIGHT AND STRONG 
Compatitors’ discount available 
Machined to exacting standards by Fl wheel manufacturer 


Sizes and prices (INCLUDES VAT) 
Yin x 10 816.45 
7yin x 10in £18.65. As_used by Peter Baldwyn—999cc Min. 
Tin x 13.0 21.45 
Sin x 18in £22.65. As used by A ton—1000ce SCA Mini 
Ot 18 nuts’and washers £4.95 
Carriage per wheel 55p 
(England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales) 
‘Trade and export enquiries welcome 
Dunlop racing tyres available (fitted and balanced FOC) 


WORLD WIDE RACING SERVICES 


PO BOX 4, STAINES, MIDDLESEX. Tel: Colnbrook 4102 
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AUTOSPORT’S GUIDE TO MOSKVICH DEALERS 


MOSKVICH 


Warwickshire and 
Worcestershire Distributors 


KINSON MOTORS (B'HAM) LTD. 
(CONTINENTAL CAR DISTRIBUTORS) 
163 SOHO ROAD, HANDSWORTH 

BIRMINGHAM 21 
Sales Dept : 021-554 5187 


Service : 021-772 7037 
Parts : 021-772 7473. 


WELLESLEY AUTOS 


38-40 ALBERT ROAD, 
SLOUGH, BUCKS. 
Moskvich Distributors 
VANS 
s1 
SALOONS 
ESTATES 


Spare parts. All spares. Vinyl roof and sun- 
shine roof conversions. 
Tel: 20026 75 26597. 


Moskvich in Sussex 
JOHN W. GROOMBRIDGE 
MAYFIELD ROAD GARAGE 


CROSS-IN-HAND, 
HEATHFIELD, 
SUSSEX, 
Tel: HEATHFIELD (04352) 2466. 
CARS, VANS, ESTATES, PICK-UPS, 


SALES, SERVICE, SPARES. 
— 


East Dulwich Service Station 


Moskvich Cars and Vans 
* Most models in stock 
%* No problems with spares. 
Easiest hire purchase terms, part 
exchanges welcome. 
Call or telephone for brochures and all details. 
AUTHORISED DEALER. 


5-9 EAST DULWICH ROAD, 
LONDON, SE22. Tel: 01-693 3297. 


SO IMUCH EXTRA FOR YOUR MONEY 
WITH (MOSKVITCH 4-D00R SALOONS AND ESTATE 


90 mph plus 1600 cc OHC for only £796 
ESTATE £878 
VAN 


SEE TWE FULL RANGE AT 


1d fort = 
D. M, KEITH LTD, 
Old Hall Garage, 
Cross Green Lane, Leeds 9 
Tel: Leeds 29890, 


Sole Moskvich Agent in Leeds : Also Factory Trained Mechanics 


MOSK VICH IN DORSET 
GUYS AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERS 


MARNHULL, 


GEORGE JACKSON & SON 


MAIN DISTRIBUTORS FOR 
YORKSHIRE AND NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE 


STADIUM GARAGE 
STATION ROAD, 
STAINFORTH, NEAR DONCASTER 
TEL: STAINFORTH 552 
‘Come to us for the largest stock of spares in the area 


MOSKVICH MEANS JACKSON 
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MARNHULL 244 


Cars available trom stock. Demonstration cars available. 


MAIN AGENTS FOR NORTH 
WEST LONDON 


RICHARD MIZON 


New saloons for immediate delivery. All colours. 
New estates for immediate delivery. All colours. 
New vens for immediate delivery. All colours. 
Part exchanges, HP terms, insurance facilities. 
555/557 WATFORD WAY. 
MILL HILL, NW. 
Tel : 01-959 6767/8, evenings 01-286 1311 


n 


AO EAST PETER CLARKE UPTUNE 


AUTOS LTD. UPSHIRE 


BELMONT WHARF, SKIPTON SERVICE 
BD23 1RL STATION 
Tel: SKIPTON 3218 UPSHIRE ROAD, 
400 BHP ROLLING ROAD Waren er 
CRYPTON DIAGNOSTIC BAY ep ae 
FORD PERFORMANCE (97) 26660. 
SPECIALISTS 


Ford ‘Performance Specialists 
ENGINE REBUILDING Full Dynamometer Service 


ON] MORSPEED 
TUNGSTON| Rolling road tuned 
cars set the pace 


ess onty Rone sed ten SPECIALIST CONVERSION: 
B. E Cocks & co. ing up to 300 bhp at wheels. posal of 
. E. ” Sees Silauaceseina PERFORMANCE TUNING 
NEWMARKET ROAD 


Engine tune clinic for private 


CAMBRIDGE 


r = MORSPEED CONVERSIONS 
SUN TUNING DIAGNOSTIC CENTRE | brine total ®) 
ROLLING ROAD FACILITIES ‘6 ++ > 4 (1D, 


NETHER STREET, FINCHLEY CENTRAL, 216 Livery Street, 
LONDON, N3 Birmingham 3. 
Tel: 021-236 0248 


Cheque/PO value enclosed. 
(make of car, etc.) 


For office use only _[ 
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R.A.C. RALLY 


MEXICO CHALLENGE 
CASTROL MN RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 
BRITISH RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 


ALEYBARS 


THE SAFE WAY T0 SUCCESS 


ROLL OVER WITH 
ALDON & ALEY 


Production Cars: 

Supply and fitment of JOHN ALEY 

ROLLOVER BARS, including FIA 
to all production vehicles. 


ALDON 
AUTOMOTIVE 


ener Industrial Estate yee 
Formulae Cars: 
Single seaters, sports racers, GT: 
LEGAL ROLL-OVER BARS designed. 
manufactured and fitted by ALOON. 


OXFORDSHIRE AGENTS 
RACING 


33 COWLEY ROAD — Tel: 45236 
and 14 WEST STREET, CHIPPING NORTON 


9 untit 1 


2 until 5.30 


KERR 


Appointed ALEYBAR Distributors 
Large, Well-Assorted Stock 


LTD. 


Rapid and Efficient Service 
52 WESTFIELD ROAD, HARPENDEN, HERTS 
Tel: (05827) 62575 Map Ref: 147/1363156 


24 hour Telephone Answering Service 


EAST MIDLANDS 


STOCKISTS OF 
HELLA - AVANTI - KONI - KERR & CLUB LAMP BARS 
C&T - MAGARD - MINILITE - CORBEAU - MOTO-LITA 
O/S FLAT MAPS - CIBIE - CONTOUR - WEBER 
SERCK COOLERS Etc. 


EPIC accessories 


DEPT.4 59 LEICESTER RD. OADBY. LEICESTER, 
TEL: QADBY (053 722) 2260. 


ALEYBARS LTD. 


London Road, 
Sawston, Cambs. 
Tel: SAWSTON 02203 2575 


HOOPERS. 


BRISTOL RALLY AND TUNING CENTRE 
Bristol Rally and Tuning Centre, 
Distributors for 

Aloybars in the South-w 
62 JACOBS WELLS ROAD, 
BRISTOL 8. Tel: (0272) 23946 
Agents for Cibie, Janspeed, Powermax, Ford & BLMH 
Paddy Hi . Terry Hunter Seats, C & T. 
A large stock of Weber equipment. 
AVO DISTRIBUTORS 


SCOTTISH DISTRIBUTOR FOR 


ALEYBARS, 
CIBIE LAMPS, KONI 


and a complete range of 
Competition Equipment and Clothing. 


SPORTSTUNE ACCESSORIES 


10 BRANDON TERRACE - EDINBURGH 
TEL: 031 556 3507 


GRIFF GRIFFITHS 
WINDSOR 


Also carries out a Balancing Service for 


CRANKSHAFT ASSEMBLIES, CON RODS, 
PISTONS, PROP SHAFTS 


And Main Stockist for 
PIPER, CIBIE, WELLER WHEELS Etc 


441 ST. LEONARDS ROAD, WINDSOR, BERKS 
Tel: WINDSOR 60291 


AUTOSPORT suive 


PENNINE OF 
HARROGATE 


Yorkshire Distributors for 


JENSEN & 
FERRARI DINO 
Main dealers for 
LOTUS & 
JENSEN HEALEY 


Most models for early delivery 


SPACEY HOUSE GARAGE, 
PANNAL, HARROGATE, 
YORKSHIRE 
Tel: 89231/2/3, 


after 7 p.m. Harrogate 86350 


AVENGER TIGER 
at 


For immediate delivery at 


RENWICKS MOTORS 
57 Chepstow Road, 


jewport, Mon. 
Tel: Newport (0633) 58411 


FOR BERKSHIRE 
GOWRINGS OF READING 


Tel: Trevor Bowerman at 
Reading (0734) 82771 
160 Basingstoke Road, Reading. Berkshire 


TURNBULLS 
(AS) LTD. 
WOLSELEY ROAD. 

MILE HOUSE, 
PLYMOUTH 


RENAULT 


‘distributors for 
SOUTH DEVON 


and 
MOST OF CORNWALL 


Mann's Garage Lid 


Chiddingfold, Surrey 


Sac 
<P> 
@lrover 


Tel: DAVIO KEAY of HOLMAN BLACKBURN 
ORME 86 


NORMAN HALL LTD. 
MAIN [ESPEYB N.S.U. AGENTS 


268/272 HIGH STREET, 
and 21 LONDON ROAD, 
BROMLEY, KENT 
Tel: 01-460 2583 


Servicing AUDI, NSU and VOLKSWAGEN 
at BLYTH ROAD, BROMLEY 


ALL MODELS IN STOCK IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


HAVELOCK Ltd. jp 


9 WELLINGTON STREET, 
GLASGOW G2 


Sales & Service Facilities 
DEMONSTRATIONS AND EARLY DELIVERIES 
Tel: 041 221 6975 
HAVELOCK Ltd. for SCIMITAR IN SCOTLAND 


